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Santa Claus (Shawn Pollock) and Mrs. Claus (Helen Polluck) made an appearance last Saturday during the
annual Christmas parade in Livingston. After the parade, Santa and Mrs. Claus met with children at the
Livingston Fire Department where they gave him their Christmas wish lists. A large crowd also came to the
Christmas Tree Lighting at Memorial Park. The City of Mt. Vernon will hold their annual Christmas Tree
Lighting ceremony this Friday at 6 p.m. and the parade is Saturday at 2 p.m. with line-up beginning at 1 p.m.
at the Mt. Vernon Elementary School. The City of Brodhead’s Christmas parade is this Saturday at 6 p.m.
with line-up starting at 5:30 p.m. at Brodhead Elementary School. See more photos from Livingston Christmas
Parade in our Christmas issue, December 19th.

Craig resigns RCIDA
seat; SourceHOV
needs more workers

At Monday’s regular
meeting of the Rockcastle
County Industrial Develop-
ment Authority, the resig-
nation of member Gatliff
Craig was tendered.

Mr. Craig, who is bat-
tling some health issues,
noted in his letter of resig-
nation to County Judge/Ex-
ecutive Buzz Carloftis and
Robert Lawson, chairman
of the board, “I have served
nearly 28 years and have
enjoyed our association and
the accomplishments that
we have realized. Thank
you for leading and helping
us to reach out and bring to
reality those things that for
so long seemed impos-
sible.”

Board member Corey
Craig noted that Mr. Craig
had spent his life trying to
“give back” and to “im-
prove the community, not
only locally but region-
ally.”

Executive Director
Holly Hopkins told the
board that SourceHOV
needed at least an addi-
tional 250 employees to
bring them to the 480
needed to fulfill their con-
tract with the Veterans Ad-
ministration. Hopkins said
present employees have
been working overtime for

“months on end.” The jobs
pay from $12.50 to $14.50
per hour and, if interested
you must apply online at
www.sourcehov.net.

Hopkins also told the
board that the state had dis-
allowed all but $65,000 of
the reimbursement submit-
ted for the DOT grant for
Industrial Park South
Hopkins said they allowed
the excavation of dirt pur-
chased from the White
House Clinic site to dress
the roadway. An extension
of the remaining approxi-
mately $140,000 has been
applied for, Hopkins said.

Plans for The Food Hub
in Brodhead are progress-
ing, the executive director
reported, with the opening
date still scheduled for the
Spring of 2014.

Hopkins also reported
that construction of the
White House Clinic is on
schedule but a firm open-
ing date has not been set.

The board also dis-
cussed the planned sign for
the original Rockcastle
County Industrial Park
Hopkins said that estimates
and designs had been ob-
tained but that bids would
have to be let for construc-
tion of the sign since the
cost will exceed $20,000.

Suits filed over 2011
delinquent taxes

34 suits were filed last
week in Rockcastle District
Court, seeking to collect
past due 2011 property
taxes.

The suits were filed by
County Attorney Billy
Reynolds on behalf of the
state finance and adminis-
tration cabinet.

The number of suits
filed is less than half of the
72 suits that were filed in
2011 to collect the 2010 de-
linquent property taxes.
The tax bills are what re-
mains of the 2011 bills that
were due beginning No-
vember 1, 2012. Many un-
paid tax bills were pur-
chased by companies who
can collect them, after add-
ing on costly fees and in-
terest, under a law enacted
several years ago by the
state legislature.

The total amount of
taxes due in the suits is
$4,752.665 and the bills
range from $26.61 to
$532.41.

According to the county
attorney’s office, the pro-
cedure now is that property
owners will have 20 days
to file an answer (refuting
the claim of taxes due). If
an answer is not filed, then
a default judgement will be
sought and suit could be
filed in circuit court, ask-
ing that the property be
sold to satisfy the lien.

Several suits have been
filed in circuit court, by the
companies who purchased
unpaid tax bills over the
years, to sell the properties,
on which taxes have not
been paid, at a
Commissioner’s Sale.

By: Doug Ponder
A local organization is

showing their holiday spirit
by reading the Christmas
story at community events
and giving Christmas gifts
to children in the county.

Members of the
Rockcastle Association of
Kentucky Baptists Com-
munity Mission Team read
the Christmas Story of the
birth of Jesus Christ to chil-
dren during the Livingston

Allen will not
seek re-election

Incumbent 5th District
Ralph Allen has an-
nounced that he will not
seek re-election for a
fourth term.

Allen, a resident of
Burr, told the Signal Mon-
day that, “Since my district
was extended, I don’t feel
I have the time to ad-
equately represent all my
new constituents. I appre-
ciate having had the oppor-
tunity to serve the people
of the 5th District and will
assist whoever is elected to
fill the position.”

Allen won re-election in
2010 over challengers
Michael McGuire and
Tommy Miller. McGuire
has already filed as a can-
didate for the seat in next
year’s election.

Local organization spreads joy
with Christmas story and gifts

Christmas festivities last
weekend. After reading the
Christmas story, commu-
nity mission team members
gave shoeboxes to the chil-
dren that included toys,
school supplies, hygiene
items and various other
gifts.

The shoebox gifts were
a part of Samaritan’s
Purse’s Operation Christ-
mas Child which is a pro-
gram that has been provid-
ing shoebox gifts to needy
children in the world since
1990.

RAKB Community

Mission Team Leader
Katheryn Pope said she
came up with the idea to
participate in Operation
Christmas Child in the win-
ter of 2011 while she was
talking with a Mt. Vernon
business owner.

“Two years ago I was
talking to Mary Mathis and
we were discussing
Samaritan’s Purse and their
Operation Christmas Child
program,” Pope said. “We
both said that we should do
something like that here in
our county. I had already
felt the prodding in my
heart to start one so a bunch
of us got together and de-
cided to do it.”

Pope said Mathis made
the first monetary donation
to their “Love in a Box”
program and in the follow-
ing weeks they received
several more donations.

“After getting all the do-
nations from people,
churches and organizations
across the country, we went
shopping and filled over
300 shoeboxes for children
during the 2011 Christmas
season,” Pope said. “The
program has continued to
grow since then. Love in a
Box is a reflection of the
perfect gift of love which
is Jesus Christ and that is
why we always present the
Christmas story of Christ’s
birth to the children before
we give away the shoe
boxes.”

Mt. Vernon, Brodhead
and the Quail community
have big plans to celebrate
the holiday season this
weekend with Christmas
parades, tree lightings and
Christmas meals.

In Mt. Vernon: The an-
nual tree lighting ceremony
in Triangle Park is this Fri-
day at 6 p.m. The ceremony
is sponsored by the Mt.
Vernon Kiwanis Club.
There will also be free cof-
fee and hot chocolate at the
event.

Due to expected inclem-
ent weather, the city
changed the parade from
Friday night to this Satur-
day at 2 p.m. with line-up
starting at 1 p.m. at the Mt.
Vernon Elementary School.
This year’s parade theme is
“Winter Wonderland” and
awards will be presented to

More Christmas
festivities planned
for this weekend

the first, second and third
place floats.

Following the parade,
children will be able to
visit Santa Claus at the
former Tea Cup Café on
Main Street.

In Brodhead: The
Brodhead Volunteer Fire
Department will be having
their annual Christmas
breakfast from 7 to 10 a.m.
at the BVFD firehouse.
The cost is $7 a plate and
includes country ham, sau-
sage or bacon, eggs, bis-
cuits and gravy, fried po-
tatoes, fried apples and a
drink.

The “Dreams of Christ-
mas” themed parade is this
Saturday at 6 p.m. with
line-up starting at 5:30
p.m. at the Brodhead El-

By: Doug Ponder
A Mt. Vernon man was

arrested for meth posses-
sion Sunday night after he
attempted to hide a bag of
meth from police inside his
dog’s mouth.

Arrested at the scene

Ohio woman
arrested for
drug possession

By: Doug Ponder
An Ohio woman was ar-

rested for drug possession
last Thursday night after
police made a traffic stop
on I-75 southbound at the
63 mile marker near Mt.
Vernon.

Arrested at the scene
was Betty Karen Prater, 43,
of Middletown, Ohio.

According to state po-
lice reports, Trooper Eric
Moore made the traffic stop
after observing Prater’s ve-
hicle swerving back and
forth between lanes.

Once Moore ap-
proached the vehicle, he

Local man arrested
for meth possession

was Bryan Anthony Jones,
30, of Mt. Vernon.

According to state po-
lice reports, Troopers Ben
Graves and Scottie
Pennington were asked to
question Jones about some
items that was retrieved at
KSP Post 7 in Richmond.
Officers received informa-
tion that Jones had an ac-
tive warrant out for his ar-
rest and that he was at a
residence on Cardinal Hol-
low Road in Mt. Vernon.

When officers arrived at
the residence, they noticed
that Jones was very ner-
vous. When officers asked
Jones if he had anything in
his jeans pockets, he pulled
out a pocket watch that he
said belonged to his father.
Jones said he couldn’t open
the pocket watch because
it was “very sentimental”
to him and that it would
break if he opened it.

During questioning,
Jones finally opened the
pocket watch and removed
a small plastic baggie from
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