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Blast from the Past!!!
This week's photographs are in response to the many positive inquiries we had regard-
ing Livingston's photo from last week. The above photograph shows downtown
Livingston, the school on the right and Eight Gables in the center background. The
middle photo shows students standing on the corner during lunch hour. The bottom
photo is of Siler's Dairy Drive In that stood on the old Eight Gables lot.  If you have a
photo for Blast From The Past contact David Owens at 606-256-9870 or
scoopowens24@yahoo.com.

By David W. Owens,
SBC Class of 1980

Recently I had an oppor-
tunity to travel to London,
Kentucky and drove onto the
old Sue Bennett College
campus, now the Bennett
Center, and a flood of
memories overwhelmed me.
I attended this historic in-
stitution during the school
terms of 1978-79 & 1979-
80.

I find it ironic now how
much the school meant to
me because I originally did
not wish to begin my college
education there.  Following
high School at Rockcastle
County I wanted to attend
Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity where I had received a
partial scholarship to play
football and baseball for the
Colonels.

My parents had other
plans for me and in hind-
sight I am thankful they did.
I think if I had not attended
Sue Bennett first I would not
have graduated college.  At-
tending Sue Bennett College
was very much like attend-
ing high school.  All the
teachers knew you by name
and the students had a won-
derful fellowship.

Sue Bennett College ori-
gins began as a private col-
lege in 1897 as the Sue
Bennett Memorial School.

Remembering Sue Bennett College
It was operated by the
United Methodist Church
and provided grade, high
school, and teacher training
for the mountain youth of
Southeastern Kentucky.

The school's name sake
was Susan Ann Bennett
(1843-1891), a nineteenth
century social activist, from
Richmond, Kentucky.  She
was one of eight children of
Samuel Bennett and Eliza-
beth Chenault Bennett.  The
Bennetts and Chenault
families had close political
ties to the famed abolition-
ist Cassius M. Clay's fam-
ily of Madison County and
were known for social re-
form.

This large and close-knit
family greatly valued edu-
cation and service to the
church and community.
Miss Sue devoted her life to
these causes as seen by her
service as Superintendent of
Sunday School at the Meth-
odist Church in Richmond
and Secretary of the Ken-
tucky Conference of
Women's Missionary Soci-
ety.

She became very inter-
ested in the education of the
mountain children of South-
eastern Kentucky in 1889
after meeting with and ob-
serving first-hand the suc-
cess of Reverend J.J.

Dickey's school in Jackson,
Kentucky. Upon giving her
address to the Kentucky
Conference she stated, "Let
us illuminate some dark cor-
ner in the mountains with a
school."

Miss Sue died in 1891
and did not live to see her
dream manifest.  Her
younger sister Isabel (Belle)
Bennett took up Miss Sue's
cause and financed a trip
through nine mountain
counties; Rockcastle, Lau-
rel, Jackson, Clay, Knox,
Bell, Leslie, Whitley, and
Harlan Counties in search of
a suitable campus location.

Miss Belle's original rec-
ommendation for a campus
site was in Manchester, the
Methodist Conference
agreed, on the condition that
local residents raise $5,000,
to match the Conference's
$5,000 investment. How-
ever Clay County busi-
nesses were not successful
in raising the funds so an
alternate campus site was
needed.

In 1893, Reverend
Dickey advised Belle
Bennett to locate the school
at London in Laurel County,
then one of the most culti-
vated and progressive com-
munities in Southeastern
Kentucky. Later Belle met
with London officials and
was impressed by the pro-
posed campus site as well as
the modern homes,
churches, and the value
placed on education.

After reporting back to
the Kentucky Conference,
the Methodist Women
agreed to invest $20,000 in
endowment if London
would match the amount.  In
two short years London
raised the necessary money
and 20.5 acres were pur-
chased from the Calloway
family on a hill overlooking
London for the sum of
$2,000.

On the morning of June
23, 1896, through the col-
laborative efforts of Belle
Bennett, the Methodist
Women, and the township
of London, Sue Bennett
Memorial School was dedi-
cated.  Miss Belle placed a
box of Miss Sue's
momentos in the corner-
stone of the administration
building.  Susan Ann
Bennett's dream of a school
was now a reality.

(Cont. to B8)


