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Hotstyx 10U earned second place honors at the Whitney Roberts Memorial Tour-
nament this past weekend at Cardinal Run Park in Lexington. Team members,
pictured above, front row from left: Hailey Thacker, Gabby Countryman, Raegan
Chasteen and Addison McClure. Back row from left: Vicky Countryman, Madi-
son Yettes, Jaylon Ponder, Ashlyn Brock, Bailey Reardon and Madison McIn-
tosh. Hotstyx are coached by Dusty McClure, Jason Brock and Tim McIntosh.

The annual Freedom
Celebration is also this Sat-
urday at the Brodhead Fair-
grounds at 7 p.m.

The free event is spon-
sored by the Rockcastle As-
sociation of Kentucky Bap-
tists and other local
churches. It will include
food, drinks, music,  a gos-
pel message and fireworks
after dark.

For more information
about the Freedom Celebra-
tion call 606-256-4571.

Celebrations will con-
clude with the annual
“Blast in the Valley” this
Sunday in Renfro Valley.

The event will have
inflatables for the children,
beginning at 2 p.m., and live
musical entertainment be-
ginning at 4 p.m. Entertain-
ment will be provided by
Old Towne Project, Medley
Boys, Wild River Band and
the Renfro Valley Band.

Concessions will also be
available throughout the
event and the fireworks dis-
play will be held at dusk.

The event is a joint effort
of the Mt. Vernon/
Rockcastle County Tourist
Commission, the
Rockcastle County Fiscal
Court and the City of Mt.
Vernon.

For more information
about Blast in the Valley call
606-256-9814.

By: Doug Ponder
A high speed chase, that

started in Laurel County
Tuesday night at the 30 mile
marker on northbound I-75,
eventually ended almost 30
miles later in Rockcastle
County at the Exit 59.

Arrested at the scene was
Charles D. Dukes, 45, of
Cosby, Tennessee.

According to state police
reports, the London Police
Department originally re-
ceived a complaint of a
reckless driver at the 30
mile marker northbound I-
75. When a LPD officer
caught up to the driver and
attempted to initiate the traf-
fic stop, the driver sped off.

Laurel County 911 then
requested all surrounding
police units to respond to
the chase. While in Laurel
County on I-75 northbound,
LPD officers, along with of-
ficers from the Laurel
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and Kentucky State
Police, all joined in the
chase.

The driver, who was later
identified as Dukes, clipped
another vehicle while
switching lanes at high rates
of speed and also hit a Lau-
rel County Sheriff ’s
Deputy’s cruiser while sev-
eral police officers were at-
tempting to use the “box-in”
technique with their cruis-

ers to stop Dukes.
When the chase crossed

over into Rockcastle
County, Laurel County 911
requested assistance from
the Mt. Vernon Police De-
partment and Rockcastle
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Police were eventually
able to stop Dukes near the
off ramp at exit 59 in Mt.
Vernon. Once stopped,
Dukes got out of his vehicle
and attempted to charge a
London Police officer. He
continued to fight with of-
ficers and resist arrest be-
fore being apprehended.

High speed chase Tuesday night
ends in Rockcastle County

When asked why he led
police on the chase, Dukes
told officers that he was
“going through a divorce
and having a hard time at
home.” Police believe alco-
hol and/or drugs also played
a factor in the chase.

Dukes was charged with
three counts of resisting ar-
rest, two counts of menac-
ing, three counts of wanton
endangerment, criminal
mischief, fleeing or evading
police, DUI and reckless
driving. He remains lodged
in the Laurel County Deten-
tion Center without bond.

Chelsea Bray, daughter
of Marian Bray of
Loveland, Oh. (and for-
merly of Rockcastle
County), graduated from
Kings High School Ohio
on May 26, 2013. She
graduated with a 4.417
gpa and was in the Na-
tional Honor Society,
Kids Club, Spanish Club
and National Society of
High School Scholars.
She was in Honor and AP
classes and was cheer-
leader for 11 years. She
works after school at
Queen City Gymnastics.
She taught gymnastics
and cheer-leading and on
weekends gave birthday
parties. Chelsea earned a
4 year scholarship at
Ohio State University in
Columbus, Oh. and will
be majoring in Neurobi-
ology.
Congratulations Chelsea
from your family for all

your hard work

was no record of her being
a registered nurse in their
database.

However, Key told
Messinger that she was a
registered nurse and that she
had been working at the
hospital for about a month.

In an interview with
WKYT 27, Key told report-
ers that she was “set up” and
that she had been working
at the hospital for the past
two to three weeks. When
reporters asked her what her
typical work day was like,
she said “I talked to every-
body but nobody seemed to
know who I was.” When
they asked her what her du-
ties were she couldn’t give
them a direct answer.

Key was charged with
knowingly practicing/repre-
senting nursing without a li-
cense. She was lodged in the
Rockcastle County Deten-
tion Center where she was
later released on a $5,000
unsecured bond.

Rockcastle Regional
Hospital Community Rela-
tions Director Arielle Estes
said Key was not an em-
ployee at the hospital, did
not administer patient care
and never performed any
medical procedures. She
said other employees started
noticing her walking the
hospital’s campus at the be-
ginning of last week.

“She had been seen by
employees on campus in the
days leading up to the arrest
but she told employees she
was visiting family,” Estes
said. “She also gave other
differing accounts as to
which family members she
was visiting and the loca-
tions of those family mem-
bers in the hospital.”

Estes said that Key never
identified herself as a nurse
employed by the hospital
until last Saturday and that
when she did, another em-
ployee immediately notified
law enforcement.

Estes went on to say that
hospital leadership will con-
tinue to work with authori-
ties on the investigation and
that they will also review
their internal polices to en-
sure that patients, employ-
ees and visitors are in a safe
environment at all times.

“A combination of hos-
pital personnel, Common-
wealth Security, and local
law enforcement provide
coverage to our campus 24/
7,” Estes said. “This inci-
dent reminds us of the vital
importance of being alert
and observant at all times.
Along with quality care, the
safety of our patients is our
number one concern.”

Estes said that anyone
having questions or con-
cerns about the security at
the hospital can call her at
606-256-2195.

“Celebrations”
(Cont. from front)

“Nurse”
(Cont. from front)

By: Doug Ponder
A Crab Orchard couple

was arrested for assault af-
ter a man came to
Rockcastle Regional Hospi-
tal on Sunday morning with
multiple stab wounds the
result, reportedly, of being
stabbed by his wife with a
kitchen knife.

Arrested were Ashley
Taylor, 23 and Danny Ray
Taylor, 29, both of Crab Or-
chard.

According to state police
reports, Trooper Adam

Childress responded to the
hospital after Rockcastle
911 received a call about a
stabbing victim who was
being treated there.

Once Childress arrived,
Mr. Taylor told him that he
had been involved in a ver-
bal altercation with his wife
at their home.

Mr. Taylor said that his
wife threw a TV remote at
their two-year-old son and
then stabbed him (Taylor’s)
foot with an ink pen and
tried to bite his leg. Mr. Tay-
lor told Childress that he
then threw his wife to the
ground and attempted to
leave the residence.

Taylor said his wife
stabbed him twice with a
kitchen knife, as he was
walking out the front door
carrying their son.

Mr. Taylor was treated
for a laceration  on his right
arm and a puncture wound
to his back.

Mrs. Taylor admitted to
Childress that she stabbed
her husband while he was
holding their son. She also
told him that she stabbed her
husband after he had choked
and hit her several times.

The Taylor’s son was
taken into protective cus-
tody by social services.

The couple was arrested
and charged with assault.
Mrs. Taylor was also sepa-
rately charged with wanton
endangerment.

They were lodged in the
Rockcastle County Deten-
tion Center where Mr. Tay-
lor remains on a $2,000
surety bond. Mrs. Taylor
was later released on a
$10,000 surety bond.

Couple arrested for assault
after woman stabs her
husband with a knife

Rockcastle County
Courthouse Tuesday morn-
ing. When Wesley arrived,
he was apprehended in the
courthouse parking lot.

Wesley’s three children
were taken into protective
custody and placed with so-
cial services.

He remains lodged in the
Rockcastle County Deten-
tion Center on a $100,000
cash bond.

Reynolds said that any
death threats made against
a judge, social worker or
family preservation worker
will be taken seriously and
that warrants will always be
issued for their arrest if such
threats are made. He also
said that the children will
always be taken out of the
home as well if any signs of
abuse are present.

“Anybody who makes
threats against judges, so-
cial workers, family preser-
vation workers or even their
children and family will al-
ways be dealt with accord-
ing to the law,” Reynolds
said. “The important thing
is his children and the
people who he made threats
against are now safe.”

“Threats”
(Cont. from front)


