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Today s 1 cooked breakfast, | no-
nceam-me-fm, were steamed

over. The temperiture outside was
colder than the temperature inside,
wd this allowed condensation to
form on the windows. This is no rare.
occurrence for-this time of year We
can expect conderisstion until at least

spring. -

As 1 looksd at the steamy’ win-
dows, my mind raced back 10 the
days when | was only a young girl..
and I started to remember the stcamy
windows, the cozy fires, and the de
licious aromas that drifted from my
Mom’s 6r Grandmia's kitchens. There
often would be snow on the ground
I'm certain it used to snow more
years ago-than it does now. .

There was usually a cozy. l’uc
crackliflg in an old coal or wood-
burning stove, or in: the firéplace
There was also a distinct aroma of
wood.buming and a sooty, smell drift-
ing throughout the.whole bouse. Just
add the aroma of apple pie, home
inade yeast bread. or a hearty stew
coming from & kitchen. Let Glade
come up with an air freshener like
thiat, What would they call it? “Down
On the Farm™ If they could bottle
this, a lot of old-timers like me would
buy it and try tore-live our childhood.

My generation and those genera-
tions before me were very fornunate
1o have grown
pecially e eepd bleasad 5 Hve i

a rural area, The families worked

hard and appreciated what they had,
although by today s standards, what

- they had would not be considered

much. There was rarely a divorce, as
couples loved their family and homne
oo much to allow outside forces to
destroy it. Neighbor helped neighbor,
and a man’s word or handshake was-
as good as a written contract.

1 think people were friendlier back
thery. and showed genuine concem
for family and friends. If a neighbor
Jost a home 1o fire, or there was sick-
ness or Geath in a family, the whole
community tumed out to help We,
didn'trely on a governmental agency
of someone 1o have to ask for help.

Thanksgiving is just around the
comer. 1 am very thankful to be
blessed with not only physical pos-
sessions, but in all aspects of life. I'm
sure there arc more-pepple such as
myself. None of us are sq destifife
that we can't help others who ase in
worse circumstances than us. It
doesn’t have to fic a monetary ges-
ture. A small kindness goes a long
way, ofa word of encouragement

1I'm ofteri reminded of a Biblical
cripture that says we may sometimes
entertain. angels unawares. How
many times in s day do we come,in
contact with these heavenly crea
‘tucs? Who can say? Could it be the
person we honk at in anger in traffic.
on the.way to work? Could it be' a
hitchhiker wanting a ride that wepass
by? Or maybe it could be ahomeless
old woman begging for food? What
about the old drunkeri bum sleeping
on the park berich? Or could itbe the
single Mom, or perhaps a couple with
ahouse full of children who often go

o bed hungry in a less than warm

house who live just across the street”
They don’'t'have the crackle of a
warm fire or the wonderful aromas
coming from a kitchen.

I'm ‘almost cestain 1've beerm in

.+ contact with angels on & few occa

sions. I'm sure there are & [0t of
people who are béginning 1o think
I'm crazy by now. I'll elaporate sbout
these encounters perhaps at another.
time, but for now | would like ta note

.. this strange but truc story

It is about a man who was in his
early fifties and had a small business
He was a typical-looking gentleman
with average education and income.
He was friendly, and kind, and was
noted for helping fricnds and family,
as well as strangers. He atiended
churchi ily, and was known
10 telf the truth, He just had one prob-
lem. He was a recovering alcoholic
He sometimes went for mionths or
even years without drinking, but he

up when we did, es- '

did have 1o fight the urge to drink:

One day. he found himself out of
fown on business. He was stranded
st an airport because he had lost hix
plane ticket that was n his wallet. He
had only.a dollar or so°in loose
change, in his pocket, and didn’t kniow
anyone in town

He was sitting alone in the termi-
nal staring at the floor. and was won-
dering what to do when a young man
tapped him on the shoulder. The
young man appeared to be well
dressed and wealthy. He was tall;
with a fair complexion, bloride hair
and piercing blue eyes, A similar
young man accompanied him

These two young men seemed (©
know the businessman very well
They called him by name, and-al-
ready knew his situation. They of-
fered him some moncy for a-ticket,
and since the plane wasn't 1o be leav-
ing for almost four hours, they took
him ou to eat. As they drove, they
talked as if they had knowin the busi
nessman all of his life. They knew

ate family vould have knowd The
businessman along and acted
a3 if he kinew the two helpful young
men as he tried tely to place

him.
back o the airport and gave him a-
little more pocket money and

dropped him offat the entrance to the.
terminal. He thanked them for their

who they were, and how they knew

After they ate, the two mung_‘
. gentlemen 100k the businessman

Kindness. He still had almost an hour
to wait, and the temptation fo drink’
overcame him, so he thought he'd go
have a drink at the bar in the termi-

nal. He got-inside the bar, snd was

about to order a drink, and Who
should appear but the same’ two'
young men who reminded him that
he was a recovering alcoholic. They
accompanied him to the ticket
couinter, and stayed behind him until
he bought his ticket. After buying the
ticket, the businessman turned o
thank the two young men again for
all of their help. Théy were gone, and
nowhere in sight. He asked a lady
who had been standing behind him
at the ticket counter where the two
young men had gone 50 guickly. She
101d him that she hadn't seen anyone”
fitting that description. No, this is not
a story from the Twilight Zonie: it's
just a reminder of whom we may
entertain unawares.

“He was some mother's darling, some
mother's son -

-Once he was fair and dnce. he was

young.

Some mother nursed him. her darling
1o sleep, but they left pimi to dic
liké atramp on the strdet.”
Those are the choris fyrics o an

old trafitional hymn that we sing in

the old churches here in the moun-

ains of Kentucky and they bring a

tear or two fo every €ye in the house

because we all know someone among
us who died fike that.

“Like a tramp on (he street”

Out of luck. Onit of money. Out
of hope. Nothing IRt here but the
landand it is wnyb&ymdb:mgwom
out'and i is-washing fast, into the
river, worn-out or not. The good
earth is mostly washed away: at Jeast
the good-growing topsoil which now
Ties plunde7edalong the deltas of the

Elijah Oliver’s Paradise

By Carl Edward Harris

1 guess | have always enjoyed the
great outdoors. As a youngsiet | re-
member spending a lot of time in the
forest' with nature. As an adull my
family has visited many state.and
national parks, but none'of thém live
up to the camping and hiking adven-

ture ‘we recently experienced in thé |
* Gireat Smokey Mountams Natiopal

Park

The camping area we sclécted had
10 be reserved a couple of weeks in
sdvance due 1 its popularity. After
arriving at the camp site we found
out guickly- why jt'was 56 popular
The beauty of the magnificent moun-
tains. the cool lush whitewater
streams with their large granite boul-
ders diverting the cascading water
and the deep green hemlock-laced
forest with its sypérb hiking trials
made it worth the trip. But this was
only the appetizer.

We soon dliuv\t!l‘l\!hl camping
area was located ear. s gorgeous
meadow region Witli miles of large
rolling fields nestled between three
mountairi ranges called Cades Cove
The sceric area had been a- smiall
‘community to many frontier settlers
through out the 1800's” Some of the
original log cabins and bams still ve:
mained in tact and several were com-

pletely restored which added to the .

mystique of our stay
One of the first Cades Cove atiras
tions we visited was an‘original. fully
operational mill_that we obscrved
grinding com, into-meal. The mills
large stdne grinding wheel was na-
ture-powered by a busthing mountain’
stream that flowed adjacent to the
mill. The rustic mill gracefully over-
looked 3 historically majestic., fwo-
story: 16g house that resembléd the
stately old Waltor’s heuse from the
70°s, TV program. ‘The house was
roofed with wooden shingles and fur-
nished with antique furnitire of the
1800 s era. Later that afiernoon while
picking up a few - supplies in
Townsend: the closest town from the
camping area, we ran across-a small

- restaurant called Smokey Joe's. To

our sirpris¢ the no frills place served
the best smoked. pulled pork

barbeque that ever twanged my tasté -

byds. My whole family fell in love
with Smokey Joe's

Laterthat day after lvlunmg ©
the camp site vith our supplies, we
were ready to explore the -coye in
more’ detail, which turned out 1o be
the high point of the wip. That
evening we were excited to hit upon
he abundant variety of wildlife that
inhabited the area. As we were sur-
veying the outskirts; our adrenalin
ros as we witnessed a rare red wolf
in search of prey. We sited large num-
bers of whitetail deer grazing on the
ich vegetation of the rolling pasto-
ral landscape and we observed in &
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* were beautifull

wooded-aréa spanned with large red
oak trees a mpther black bear and her
three cuddly cubs feasting on acoms
before she abluptly‘rushed her cubs
off to safety from the increasingly
curious erowd of onlookers,

The next moming wé planned a
hiking trip that led us‘to stunning
Abram’s Water- fall. The plunging
overflow gushed into a cool, clear

* mountain stream teamed with brown+

spotted trout scurrying through it
From there we hiked to a rustic, su-
perbly well-preserved five-room log.
cabin named after the original fron-
tier owner Elijah Oliver. During our

observation of the scenic cabin we

suddenly noticed one of the largest
male black bears | had ever encoun-
tered kase out of the forest to within

Dear Editor, -

Since my last letter to the Signal,
we have had some great folks donate
«<lothes; food. toys and some have
donaied money for us'to_buy-food
10ys or whatéver is needed to filk our
Christmas baskets. We are still a lon
way from filling all the baskets -- we
still need help.

We feed people all year long as
most of you know and-any amoun
you can help with will go toward
feeding and clothing folks in need.
We.can't do it if we don’thave it. We
are'hoping to have.a trailer put-out
here for the mission to serve évery-
oie when they néed us; regardless.of
wha they arc and nd matter what time
of day itis

But. friends, it takes a lot of
money 1o do this. We wouldn't ask.

“for your help if it wasn'tnceded. |

ask at this time that local businesses
and churches support us in cur effort
1o serve those in peed
Pléase call or write us-May God
bless you for caring enough 1o help
us help others
Sincerely
Kathy Bretz
P.D. Box 490
Mu. Vemnon, Ky. 404356
7584203 or 758:8346

Dear Editof.

Present Bush is'on TV now every
few minustes now, Big: Big trouble
in Irag, As a ky. plowboy stumbling
around in the Navy, | rubbed elbows

withboth Ike and Kennedy, Assigned -
ito the mighfy communications ship

USS Mount Mckinnley AGC-7 we
would provide the “red phone™ for
these Presidents when they traveled
to foreign Countries. This way they
could launch the necular missiles on
a few seconds notice ending the
world. Often we would leave six
weeks carly and have a litile fun
alofig the way When Eisenhower vis-
ited Valparigo Chili in 1960 we left
Nortfplk.early, First, stop, Porta-
Prince Haiti, Interestirig place as you

_could still buy a shrunken head on

the street for'a few bucks, Big green
flies were blowing everything,
And as bad as | needed it | was
sfraid o drink their beer. But the girls.
| settled for &
"woodén" shrunken head, Named her*
after my X..It sets here now. *Next
we made t through Panama Canal
and stoped a few days in Panama
City, Another enviormantal desaster,
Wonten threw the dishwater and W
tato peelings from stories above to
the stréets, More big green flies than

Our Readers

a distance to close for our comfort
With opr hearts pounding, we main-
tained our composure enough to cau-
tiously enter the Tabin, secure the
door and wait out this huge bear un-
til_his curiosity waned and he con-
tinued on his way, During our holdup
in the cabin my mind had wondered
Hack to Elijah Oliver's time, with vi-

sions of this Very same predicament

_he probably had expenienced times

during his life

As the time came for our two day
stay to end, we werg unable to fit ev-
erything the cove had 1o offer into our
schedule, but 'we knew for sure we
soon would retumn to Cades Cove and
find oul what other treasures Elijah
Oliver's paradise would yield.

Write

_Haiti, But st this point ifl time | was
getting pretty dry and | did drink their,
beer.

Now for the first time [ was in the
Paéific Ocean and soon weuld be
crossing the Equator at 81deg S, and

lafitude 0 deg.0' 0% , ‘The legionary
Ki tune red aboard the
A t up his Royal Court to see if

w re-cven qualified fo be at sca

\ let alone enter his domain. He was
0

pretty nice as he brought free coffins,
| was charged with the crime of go-
ing from mule driving to ship driv-
ing in too short a time, Found guilty,
The punishment yas severe.

Now we must gei back to work, -

Arriving in Valparaiso we unloaded
our GMC- Surban loaded with clec-
ironics, Parked it in the hotel base-

- ment whiere ke was goifig to stay,

Ran a wire up to' Ikes bed room and
hooked up the red doomsday phone.
He could pick up the phone and the
message went 1o the Surban, Via ra-
diq to our ship down at the picr, And
to the Pentagon :

Nowdays if you look closely
someone near the President will have
abriefcase, He can pop it open, push
the necular button and end the world.

"1 prefered the old way, Much more
fun

.Jim Norton.

" Ohio and Mississippi rivers a
would be the perfect growing me-
dium if not 4poiled with the ever-
present chips of petrojeum, chemi-
cal -bearing coal that ruin its poien-
tial 10 grow-a vegetable fit to cat.
Not much legacy Jeft bere in the
hills as the mountaintops are pushed
with huge earth-moving machinery
10 topple down around us or those we.
Jove No more good moonshine in
Bell County. No more crops of till,
white Hickory Cane with the big cars

. Detroit. €

in the field, if you grow it at all, for
old times' sake and maybe the deer.
or coons will eat it._ Whata waste of
time - :

The kids and next afkin all moved
away (0 industrial mid-west cities in

& Ohio, Indiana, [llinois, Michigan,
lumbus,

Pennsylvania. -Dayton, Col
0. Indianapolis, Pits-
burgh and a zillion little towns scat-

*“tered in between the major cities. ‘A
i bum.h of us moved here from the

mountains to the low-lying country-
side of Garrard, Lincoln; Casey,
“Pulaski, Madisan, R , Law-
rel and surrounding counties.

“Down in the coyntry” e called
it years ago. - The ultimate escape
from the caving-in mountains where
we sed to farm.

Over the last few, weeks, Ellm!
Adams, who lives oh McWhorter
Road in Laurel County, and T have
caught up with cach other. T'used o
live within a couple miles of Elaine
and hér parents in Letcher County.,
But they sold out up there and moved :

2003 Chevy Malibu, ve Lot sporiei -, $10,9958202 we
2003 Dodge Neon, e au *8,500/157 vie.
12002 Ford Focus, 71 26 st Ayt Lo ¥8,9955168 v
2002 Suzuki Aerio, s 8,5007157 v
2002 Chevy Impala, 15 Loses $14,9954259 v
2002 Hyundai XG350, v o $14,995m259 v
2002 Buick Century, L. %9,995/185 mo
2002 Pontiac Sunfire, i s x 8,995/166 vo.
2002 Nissan Maxima, st 1w fou Wime 516,995
2002 Chevy Monte Carlo, (i 512995029
2001 Ford Taurus, s Lo Sic $6,9955139 e
2001 Ford Escort, 36,500/4:29 vo.
2001 Ford TAurus, ss s o ses 47,9955159 ma.
2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser, e 531 0,9955219 e
2000 Lincoln LS, tatertoses | ° $15,995

Editor's Note: Leners are typed
and printed as received. The Sig-
nal.reservey the right 1o reject any
and all letiers.

to what | beliéve to be a better land.
I'm serious. If farming i in your
nature and you live up in the hills,.
i's probably a little laie to look fora
ptln: “down in the country”. Inthe’

and huge -grain that made such finc
‘read comnmiéal and even more wdin-
derful mash for the,still--Jand don't
forget ‘sbout the fodder. No more
mules or milll cows or hogs to win-
ter-feed with the fodder— so let it rot

No Tricks ~ Gimmicks
So-Caliled Sales
Just Guaranteed
Vehicles at Fair Prices!
2003 Lincoln Town Car, Excuive. All options Mint 123,995

2003 Toyota Echo, 1 v au, Gas Saver $9,995/4185 v
2003 Pontiac Grand Am, ve 1 br.spoter *11,9955219 me.

1999 Mazda Miata, oy Spoicr Lost ok 511,995

Lowest Inter
Available!
No Money Down!

rucks * Vans * SUVS

2003 Suzuki Grand Vitara, i st v, Losks*14,995
2003 Suzuki XL7, 44, Attoys. €0, Loaded $16;995
2003 Ford Explorer, so xi7 i v sest ke an - SAVE
2003 Dodge Dakota, sr vs uad Cab. 43, 11K ... *22,500
2003 Chevy Venture, 1s Lo ror susig oo per 4 °16,995
2003 GMC Sonoma, s i Air, €D, Alloys, 4 ¥9,9957185 ma.
2003 Chevy Trail Blazer, vi1s T.%22,995
2002 Chevy Silverado, a4, x.cib, s Al © 521,500
2002 Jéep Liberty, sp ict Allys cD. sunoot Leacea 18,500
2002 Jeep Liberty, spor. rt. Atioys (D, Losdkd 317,500
2002 Ford E350, 1< pacnpervan. Loaded, 27K "%16,995
2002 Chevy S10, vo auo x.Cab asa,17% 14,500
2001,Chevy Tracker, « vc_ s Aoy Lostea - - 39,500
2002 Dodge Grand Caravan, se.’ or. fea Air 514,995
2001 Nissan Xterra, i oses 2%y 17,500
2001 Chevy-C1500, Aus A 26k 512,995
2000 Ford Windstar, 5. Loct :
1999 Chevy C1500 Shor Bed, VW1 SES

. visit our new websnte at
www.town-n-countrymotors.com
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