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Boys ' Advance to State with 4th Place Finish .
RCHS glrls Cross-Country

 team wins second stralght
regional champnonshlp

The RCHS cross-country teams

The RCHS boys' team began the

drew Pensol ran an awesome race

and finished 48th overall with a very

competed in the Cluss 2A Region IV ycason ranked 9th in the state'in Clasy
o held &t 5 2N the topten,
Park in Boyle County this past Sat- e boys have worked hard 1o woirk

y. The competition festured m-.ya.cxmuemu{cm

state, as well as two of the top ten
boys' tesms.
, Coming into the contest,. the
RCHS girls’ team was ranked
the state in Class 2A. Regional rival
Boyle County waé ranked 7th and
Lexington Catholic came into the
meet ranked 9th. The RCHS girls"
team has had & spectacular season
thus far and hoped 1o repeat as re-
gional champions after winning their
first-ever regional title a year ago,
The girls' team got off 6 & great
beginning in the meet with a very
fast-paced start led by RCHS sopho-
more Kayla Hayes, & first team all-
state rusiner last season. Kayla is cur-
rently ranked 7th.in the state in Class
1 2A and finished Sth at the state cham-

pionships & year ago afler winning
ber first individual regional title.
Kayla lod the critire race with # spec-
taculai “She won the
meet for the second straight scasori
with an swesome timg of 21:10.69,
more than thirty-six seconds ahesd
of Boyle County's Abby Piper, the
Sth ranked girl in Claiss 2A. ‘Sopho-
more Jessi Asher, also an all-state
performer last scason and one of the
top runners ini Class 2A, ran an swe-
some race and finished Sth-overall
Sbeclweledlhellmllecauum
23:02.86. Jumior Hedther

Sthin |

n-emy. got off 1o a fast start in
the race.. Senior Andrew Nelson,
ed 20th in the state, and junior
Brandon Cole, ranked 19th, led the
way for Rockcastle carly in the race.
Eventually, Brandon madé his way
near the front of the pack. He fin-
 ished an amazing race it 3rd place
overall with a spectacular perfor-
mance, possibly the best ever for an
RCHS boy in regional competition.
His time of 17:49.53 was only twelye
seconds behind winner Patrick Mor-
gan, one of the top five runners in

the staté in Class 2A. Andrew re--

‘mained close to the front and finished
A strong rece in 6th place overall with
an-impressive effortof 18:18.17, de-

spite having battled iliness late in the .

season. Jusiior Bill Burdett contin-
ved to ruri as well as be has in the
past few meets. Bill finished an im-

pressive §th overall with a superb-

effortof 18:41.44. RCMS §th grader
Blaké Parsons ran a spectacular race,

finishing in 27th place overall with .

an exceptional effort 6f 20:37.11

Derrick Baker, in his first
season of cross-coun
formed very weil: Derrick finished

- & great race in 3 fst place averall with’

» time of 21:20.97. "6th grader An-

running in only her fifth meet of te
season, came through with & clutch
performance. Heather, last year's
Class 2A Female Athlete of the Year
n track, finished 6ch overall with an
exceptional effort of 23:05.31. 3rd
grade sensation Michaela Hunter, ar-
guably the top young female prospect

exceptional effort of 23:21.83
Sophomore Elizabeth Bussell ran a
hard-fought race, batiling & slight
foot injury the entire time. She had
+ sctually taken two days of practice
uﬂpw o Her
belped her finish

in ﬂrd place dverall with & respect.
sble effort of 25:13.54. RCMS 8th

grader Courtney Bullock has had a-

“spectacular first season of cross-
country. _The pagt few weeks,
Courtney had been very ill, Just be-’
fore her illness, Courtney was con-
sistently running under 23 minutes.
Sall suffering those effects, Courthey
fought her way 108 3y st place finish
with a great effort of 27:2J.08. Se-
‘ior Aona Guilfoil, running in her last
regional cross-country meet, came
through with'a great performance.
Anna fimshed the 5:000-meter course
in 34th place overall with an excel-
lent time of 28.00.87.

When all was said and done, the
RCHS girls" had won _thgir second
straight regional cl ship title,
defeating Boyle County by one point,

3738, Lexingtorr Catholic finished .

Ird with 71 points

Upon advancin to the stae cham-
pionships, the girls” team will attempt
1o better their 7th place finish from
last year's Class 2A State Champi-
onship Mect. This marked the 10th
season in @ row in which an RCHS
girl or girls” team hav qualified for
the IIIYE

RCHS sophomore Kayla Hayes
won her second straight regional
championship. She currently
ranks setenth in the state in Class
2A.

try rupning, per- ©

RCHS sophoimiore ‘Jessi Asher
finished fifth in the regional

championships

State Cross-Country
Meet this Saturday

effort of 24:41.13
 The boys' solid team

landed them a 4th place finish in on =

of the closest regional finishes ever

among the top four teams. Boyle
County took the team’ title with. 44
points. Lexington Catholic placed
2nd with $4 points. West Jessamine
finished 3rd with 62 points, while
Roskcastle's 75 points placed them
4th_ The boys’ great team effort also
camed them an opportunity 1o com-
pete in the state meet
The Class 2A State Cross-Coun-
try Championships will be held this

Saturday st the Kentucky Horse Park ~

in Lexington. The girls’ race begins
1 10:00 AM. and the boye’ face
starts at 11,00 A M.

MVES third grader Michaela |
Hunter placed sighth in the re-
gional meet, Michacla is érguably
the top young female running
prospect in the state, <

*| RCHS junior Heather Hammond

finished sixth.in the chamipion-
ships

RCHS senior Andréw Nelson fin-
ished sixth in the

pictured was Ashiey Bullock

The RCHS girls' cross-country team captured their second straight Class 24 Region IV Championship titfe this
past Saturday at Boyle County. Team merhbers include, front from left, Elizabeth Bussell, Michsela Hunter and
Jessi Asher. Back row from left; Kayla Hayes, Heather Hammond, Anna Guilfoil and C :-unnty Bullnck Not

The RCHS-boys" cross-country tesm placed fourth at the Class 2A Re-
gion IV Championships, edming & berth in the state championships. Team
members inchude; Andrew Pensol, Derrick Baker, Brandon Cole and Bill

Burdett, Not pictared were Andrew Nelsqn and Blake Parsons

RCHS, junior Bill Burdett fin-
idhed cighth at the regionals.

End: season with win over Knox Central; 55-6

ROCK to host Lawrence

‘

By: Richard Ariderkin

Friday night the Rockeastle
County Rockets will begin the play
off part of their scason in an ¢flort 1o
win their fourth straight regional title.

The Rockets have also been state
rianners-up in‘Class 3A the past two
scasons

Last Friday night the Rockets
traveled to Barbourville where they
defeated Xnox Central 55-6 and se-
cured a second place finish in the dis-
frict.

The Rockets ended ihe-regular
season §-2

This Friday the Rockets will host
Lawrence County in the Arst round
of the pliy-offs. The Rockets Kave

met Lawrence County three times be-*
“‘fore in the play-offs and have won

two of the three games

- Rocket head coach Tom Larkey
said he like his team’s chances
against Lawrénce County, a team that
is 64 and'also has to make the two
and half hour trip from Louisa.

| Rocket defenilve back Brandon anx brings down a lehen'lm- ;
ner in Priday night's 55-6 win. The Rockets host |‘swrénce County
on Friday aight in the-first round of the play-offs.

meet. Andrew ranks 201 in Class
2A

19th in Class 2A

in first round of play-offs

We will have to do a gdod job
of tackling, because they run the ball
most of the time,” he said

If the Rockets win on Friday
night they wilk have to face 3 Mason
County team, which is highly. re-
spected and & team Larkey said-is’
very \.1[‘31’70( wmmm,hhcmgrmll
ritle,”

~Masiw/County has.at last four

ision one prospects and are 9-10n
J}& eason, losing only 10 Dunbar in
overtime, 20-14

Because the Rockets finished
runiners-up in district play they will
have to make the long trip to
Maysville for the game

Friday night the Rockets racked
up 394 yards of offense.

Offensive stats were as follows:
Max Saylor,'87 yards on_cight car-
rics and he scored four touchdowns.

Jamie Howard had 34 yards on
five carries

Devin Taylor had 17 yards rush-
ing on two carries, hé caught ope pass
for59 yards, which was good fof a
touchdown and he kicked five extra
points.

" Quarterback Matthew Burkhart
thréw two touchdown passes and had
101 'yards passing. Both his comple-
tions were good for touchdowns. He
also had ten yards on three carmies

Freshman |zak McQuéary com-
pleted one pass, which was good for
2 two point conversioh...*

(Cont. to A-9)

The Rockets defeated Knox Central $5-6 on Friday night
Panther fumble; Also shiown In the photo are Chris Croucher and Caleb lhlr-akh'lhhh.

hown above is Ricky
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