ing Rockeastle County Since 1887

Mannt Bernon Signal

is open

Don't call it rest area. The Ken-
tucky Artisan Center at Beres is
much more than that

The $9 million center is*now up
and running, giving visitors to the
Bluegr « taste of what the
“Uncommonwealth of Kentucky™
has to offet

“Our mission is to showcase all
of the state,” said Debbie Gianini,
ussistant director of the center. “We
want fo show visitors what the state
has to offer and mmr..e them to
g0 out'and explore.”

The actual Imrdml which is
situsted on’ Walnui Meadow Pike
(Hwy. 595) near Interstate.7S at exit
77, s from
materials from right here in Kentucky

= from the limestone walls from

Brvdhﬂd 1o the Southern Yellow
Pine and /bemlock ceilings Stained

glass windows from Louisville give i

omate views of the surrounding
“countryside

The design of the building, ac
cording to architect Charles A, Jolly
of Myers-Jolly Architects, is very

deliberate, working 10 draw_ visitors .

off 1-75, and forget about it once in-
side ‘In designing the building, he
said be “broke” the building up, then
put it back together
“From the interstate, you soe six
buildings, but'all are connected. This
 gives the feeling the center has-a lot
o discover on the inside, “Jolly said
Once inaide, the high walls and win-
dows block views of the Frecway, but

1gh-set
use of nstural lighting i the facility

- *The ides w-mmﬁ.m in, Sut
keep 1-75 dut. We want people to
slow down and get the inzerstate out
of their minds,” he said

Inside the limestone wails, the
center features ‘a large selection of
Kentucky-made crafts and products
Gianni sasd itemns range in price from
$4 1o $800, and in variety from pot-
tery and jewelry to jellies and other
sgricultural products to Kentucky
mumic and books

Dinsing at the center will also be
purely Kentucky. Country-ham and
fried apples for breakfast, fried
chicken and mashed potates for
4unch, and catfish and green beans for

C‘Elll wA-12
L9820 i
Petitions
g .

available
m,anfm
iraffic control devices an the Ky. 461
bypasa, arc available for busincases

. who wish 1o keep them at their loca-
" .von, said Keith Bussell Monday

Du-eIL along with his wife, Bax;y
the project.

apetition
1204. Bussell_also said that com-
ments of support for the project may
be submitted in writing and mailed
0 him st Petition, P.O. Box 4161, Ml
Version, Ky. 40456,
Videotaping of the two interseé-
tiofs on the bypass, where the traffic
control devices are requested,
will be done this Thursday and Fri-
day and if anyone would like 10 voi-
unteer 1o pelp with this part of the
project, please call Bussell at 256-
1204 .

2004 Inductees named

Eight to be
inducted Feb. 19
in Frankfort

At an awards ceremony held mt
Renfro Valley last Friday, eight Ken-

The sight will be formally, in- .

“A memorial service and

w-.a-muw-ua-—.ngp-u-
September 11th attack on the United States. Several people, including Mayor Clarice Kirby and former
Mmmcm.mmmc_mmmwmmhmunmm

WhmyllmMLVquM—Wlhmsm
Afnerican Flag in honor of the second anniversary of the

sible for its construction. Also In attendance were police officers
mm.mmmnummlmW.yan Steve Griffin, Darrell Smith,
anﬂﬂﬂuryll-dﬂm(w David Bales.

Mt. Vernon firemen are

Larry' Thompso'n. receives
‘a 14-year pmson term

The Brodhead man and former
Mount Vernon police officer who led
a major drug trafficking ring. that

" stretched from Texas to Kentucky

will serve 14 years in prison.

Larry.Gene Thompsor, Sr., 48,

was sentenced Friday, Sept. S by US.
District Jjudge Karl Forester. “Mr.
Thompson was certainly the major
player-in the Kentucky side (of the
diug ring).” Forester said moments
before.giving him the low end of the
14:40-17 ‘and one:half year recom-
mended

e
About a dozer members of
Thompson's family sitting in the
rida) showed

sign
for “1 love you™ as he was led into
the courtroom.

was scheduled 1o be
sentenced August B, but his attorney,
Jerry Cox, filed » “downward depar-

tion or prosecution of others who
have committed an ‘offense. Cox ar-
gued that Thompson “cooperated
extraordinarily” the plea

but assistant U.S.

had fully cooperated, he would be
sentenced 1o 10 years,” Walkier said
affter the August hearing.

Cox said Thompson implicated
his brother, Ronnie Thompson,

ducted at an awiirds ceremony ached-

whi said is Lairy Gene

‘s closest family friend
Ronnld Thompson was recently ar
rested on charges that be prevented

the seizure of property owned by

. Thompson Sr., who ajong with'

Joshus D. McClure of MiKinney,

~ agreed to sllow the government to

sell property that was seized in the
wake nﬂhﬂh\.\'tjw Federal agents
believed the property inclided pro-

oeeds of narcotics tafficking. Mﬂd— -

ing to reconds.

Cox compared Larry Gene

s implicating: his: family

members 1o what family
were forced to do during the Civil
War. “Al oné time in the history of
our country, father was against son
and brother was against brother,”.
Cox said. “There's no question he
told the government cverything about
his crime.™

Thompson, did not pass.a poly-

graph test given him by federal

agents who wanted more information
about-the drug case. But, Cox said
he has no faith in those tests. Walker
told Judge Forester that he insisted
Thompson take the polygraph test
because “we knew his brothér was
involved.™

Walker said on Oct. Hu(l—lyu!

from Thompson,
of $1.800 in drug money was rocov-
ered .
“That money has never.been
fmnld Walker said “We wanted Mr

to KMHF

KMHFM Director Corey Craig,
also spnounced several ofher awards
T?t Governor's Award for Lifetime

poss:

Ricky Skaggs, .0, Crowe, Billy
Vaughn, Boots Randolph, Jerry
Chesiut, Howard' and Vestal
Goodman and the Coon Creek Girls.

went to Dwight
Y(ﬂ.n the Kentucky Music enter-
tainery. of the Year Award went 0
Montgomery Gentry nd Brian
anuli and Kevip Richardson, of

Thompson to u-mph with the plea
agreement, but he failed to do so. We
believe he has not done anything cx
traordinary.”

(Cont. 1o AL2)

discuss w

r rate ir

Public'hearring
scheduled for
Thursday, 7:30

A public heanng is scheduled for
Thuesday night al the Mt. Vernon
City Hall to get the public’s input on
proposed rate increases by the city’s
‘water

The bearing is umu»m for 7:30
pom. Mayor Clarice Kirby ssid the
council was strongly considering
Faising Wwiter and sewer rates in the
city and- watér rates for their
commerical Gustomers, such as the
city of. Brodhiead and Western
Rockcastle Water Association be
Cause the water department is cur
rently  operating im. the red

I certainly don 't want i have to
raise rates and we may not, but we
are it is obvious we are operating
with a monthly defecit,” she said

We are probably going t pro-
pose a lower rate for customers who
get a minimum bill and s higher rate
for those who use the miost, we just
want to. meet expenses, she said

A rate increase will also help the
city's chances of raising enough
money from various sources for their
proposed multi-million dollar water
project. The city must first completé
their latest audit, according to the
Mayor, which she said was in the
worky.

At Monday night's special meet
ing the council also discussed plan
ning and zoning for the city and will
“sppoint three communiry members to
tesearch the project. They will work
with council members Betty Bussell
and Clark Mullins.

The council also discussed the
annexation of some pr w;wm\ fito
the city limits. In all cases

Stolen vehicle

*recovered by SD

Rockcastle County Sherifl"s De
partment Deputy Ken Holt,
an_snonymous fip, recovered 3 st
len vehicle Tast Thunsday m McCiuir
Subdivision

The 1994 Mercury Marg
heen stolen September 2. 2003 |
Finley and Lindsey

If anyone has s s
driven, please contact the Skenff's
Department at 2562032

being

nexed homes will be put into thi city
Iimits at the request of land and home
owners (s 2

The council also made note of the
apeoming Bittersweet Féstival,
which will bt held on Main Street,
Octéber 10th dnd 11th.

The annual SK Run and Walk
wall also take place on Saturday, start-
ingat S am.

Their are severil different
catergories with tash prizes heing
awarded io the top Male and Female
finishers and sop wheelchair finisher.

Their will also be awards in ev-
ery catergory,

Those wishirig (o participate can
find an entry form inside this' week's
Signa

September is National
5 A Day-Month

Get feady to . “Get Healthy
Ame by cating colorful fruits
and yegetables during National § A
Day Manth

Each year. during the month of
September. ihe Produce for Better
Health Foundation, the National Can-

er Institute and othér 5 A Day part
ners. conduct a nationwide ¢ffort 1o
promote cating 5 1o 9-servings .of
slorful fruats and v ables daily
for better health

Fruits and vegetables provide
phytochemicals (pronounced fight-o-
chormicals) which fight to protect

th,
ur heal

help slow the aging proce

sce the risk of many diseases.
r, heant discase hn’*

ataracts and urinary

th the
ors gengrally
ytochemicals. So
< of melon and
y o beticr health
Rockcastle

1y Health Departmnt

bles

rb 4 1OMA0-0f & &

Fatty Cromer; of Biodhesd was seriously Injured In & three vehicle sccident on Thursdsy morning o

Hwy. 150. Mry. Cromer was driving the above car when she
hauling concrete blocks and had coine loose from the'truck thal was pilling it. Mrs. €
k shown below collided. Mrs-Cromer was taken fo the Rocke

Salvage truek

ferred to & hospital in Loulsville.

arently tried to miss:

lllrr that was
nd an Adesa
16 Hospital and later trans-




