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whole box. -And a quarter was a lot
,of money back then 100
We'd sit on the porch'of Arirona
Adams's or Minnie Blair's grocery
stores there on the holler when 1 was
s1eennger. and over a bottle of Coke

There in the head of Blawr Branch.

: Mh“-lmdmnl
midway between thé head of

lw&huuu Creck where it starts in

Knon County and empties into the

Kentucky River ar Blacky there in the

Jower end of my beloved Letcher

County, all the talk this time of year,

back in the sixties, had to do with

of RC or Peach Nehi Colas that we
had carefully opened, sithouf break-
ing off the bottle neck or splitting

squirrel bunting. And, as faras | off any ?-« from the rim so- that it
know, the ¢ of sutimn feli downf into the bottle, <on the cip -
discussions amorg men and boys on  grabber mounted there o the cooler,
the boller had, for decades, éentered  and with a litile bag of shelléd and
around whit the game crop was like  overly-salted peanuts 1o séason bur
or going 10 be like for the rest of the _ pop . we'd put bur chins 1o elbows

and 1ry to figure out the game situa-
tion,  Arizona and Minnie would
listen in and try to figare out-how
many shotgun and 22 caliber shells
they ought te be stocking.based on
how much hunting ahd shooting they
thought we'd be doing

And back i those days, you dide't
pick up the phone and cail the wholé.
sale company. You had to, if yowran
A country grocery store, give your or-
der 10 the salesmian when he drove
up and then you told him what you
wanéd on the truck that might run »

season
At least that's the way | gréw Uup.
There was either gonna be plenty
squirrels ar nearly none_ - Plenty of
rabbits for the dogs 10 chase out of
thé fence rows of briar patche<or the
Taurel and huckleberry thickets on 10p
of the ridges or alongside the railrd
tracks so that you could get a ghmpse
“of and bag one with your shotgun
Or no real season to buy fyore than &
fistful of shotgun shells in\ead of a
whaole box if there wasn'l godkg to be
anything o shoot at where we nor
mally hinted and back then you
. eould buy shotgun shells one at a time
or save'a quartgt if you wanted a
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. week later and when thé truck driver

m
say that you didn’l want a bunck of
expensive ammunition sitting on

value by sitiing on the grocery shelf
was Hormel's Pickied Pigs’ Feet

. which, o this day, is my favorite

country store délicacy and | wouldn't
swap 4 jar of pigs’ feet 10 an equal
amount of the finest Russian Caviar
if I'm the man that has 1o choose be-
tween one or the other.

Anyway, we. hunted squirrels,
mostly wil , this. time of
year. and we climbed the steep high
hills o every hickory, beech; white
oak pr walnut tree 'we knew to be
bearing nuts or acorns there oa the
holler ar, whenrwe hit the top of the,

hill and réh out of room, we might <

just wander across the ridges into the
higher reaches of the mountain m
that formed the hend: of S
Branch or Johnson's Eork a wg
stalked the ever-wary squirrels more
carefully and quietly than did any
frontiersman looking to kill a buffalo.
We were in the woods of a week-

endinoming weil before dawn-— or
during the week, just after school or
wark, i dusk, listening for the pitter- *
patter af-cuttings trickling ‘down
amongst fhe leaves. To hear that
sound wasYhe equivalent of hedring
a buck snort in this day and‘age.

“In the late fifties and sixtics we
had 5o deer in the mointains. No
wild torkeys. And st the same time

100 whveo ot oust e St
newspaper gives the 2003 Rockcastle
Co, Rockets little chance for succeds.

Ladmit we have lost several ex
cellent players,
Anderkin, Marty Reagan and Tanner
Abney. However, we still have many
good kids willing to work hard 10
avoid being the first losing team in
football at RCHS since 1985

| want to congratulate the Rock
ets for.defeating Larue County. We,
the fans are solidly behind them and
believe in them

Time
is
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" Pear Editor,

* wrote,
such as. Aaron _

. causc they contributed heavily
5~ source of food. ‘Fresh most, and de- -
+ licious 100, between hot weathier asd

hog killing time. I'never once shot s
squirre] hat | didn't cléan and cook
Never once ate one that | dida't think
itwas adelicacy better than chicken
Never once thought of a squirrel or

sport Now | have to drive
carefully along Highway 21 between
my house and the office to keep from
running over a rabbit or & sguirrel on
the road cvery moning and gvery
afternoon. I killing them were a
matter of survival or getting

meat the way it was when I was

growing up, & -lmuh« ‘wonldhe .
ashot

PO outside of

each year, but this year, I'had 3 car-
load or more of kids 1 go with me.
All of the kids got 1o go 1o the faiy
except my cousin, Beth. She was
about six_yeary old and had big blue
eyes and freckles, and rwo-pigtails.
of long, blond' hair. She was rathér
frail and often sick with allergies 1o
dust and horses. and had asthmia. She
wis always very sweet and kind, and
very well iehaved. Sheshad to stay
behind that night, and as a consola-
tion she was promised to play games.

Yullp.vtnl.ﬁkvﬂ,-
of Providence, Rhode

at this time of yéar, lh-hqn:hl ¢
longing ta be back in this area: It
‘wasn'tjust to see friends and family,
but it was on old family custom that

was going 1o the Brodhead Fair
The custom of going-to the fair

gom or:22
T'd Jove to have & mess of frésh
squitrel with gravy the way my mom
~used to fix it and sérved with baked
sweet potatoes and fall beans and

. com bread

1 still have a good .22 and 1 can
still shoot pretty sccurately. | just
can't briig myself 16 shoot & squir-
rel; sitting ten feet away, staring me
down. and then expect to skin and cat
it - 1 don't raise frying chickens an
more cither, for similar reasons, but
1 sull ke fried chicken if somebody
else does the dirty work

. And right now | cant think of any-
thing I'd rather have for supped -
and’ it am't chicken and it does not
aste like chicken. Squirrel gravy and
sweet taters is about as.good as cat-
ing gets. | just don't know how to
get it anymore without feeling guilty.

Wirite

I would give the Rockéts the same
advice that Coach Tom Larkey gave
me in my seniof yearbook the first
season he coachied ar RCHS. He .

“You have to work hard to-,
make it in this world."

| came up with this 10 hopefully

inspire the players for the rest of the

season 23

A is for Attention to everything your
coaches teach.

Cis for Concentrating on doing your
job.every second of every play

H is for Helping your teammate to
get that crucial tacklé r block

14 for Intensity you must sustain for
the entire game, all season.

E i# for Entering each géme humbly,
knowing you can lose, but striv.
ing to win. ¥

V is for Victory that comes from
coaching wisdom and player's
school pride

£ is for Ensujng confusion caused by

- using the “comfield spread™ on an
unsuspecting foe at the fight mo-

Add good sportsmanship at all
times and good fan support and the
Rixckets will be a wiriner. regardiess
of the final record,

Good luck men. Show South Lau-
fel and the other teams that the Rock ~
Still Rules!!

. Don’Howard
* Mt Vernén, Ky.

Old letter
mystery solved

Last week we'ran a story about &
60-year-old letter found in a dresser
drawer by Yvonng' Carmack of Mt
Vernon

The letter vas from a WW 11 ser-
viceman to a Mildred Reynolds of Rt
1. Crab Orchard and éverything was
Iech except the soldier's name

The dresser had been purchased
used from a fumniture store in Rich-
mond in 1971 and the letier had ap-
parently been stuck in the top of the
dresser before falling down into the
drawer where Yvonne [D\lud il

Yvonne’s mother, Heler?Renner,
brought the leiter. (6 our attention
because she felt someone from the
families might like to have the lenter

for. sentimental reasons. She,was
 right |

“The-letter was writsess, in Decem-
ber, 1947, by Henry York of Berea
_and his daughter, Barbara Warburion,
who lives in the’ Eubaok area and
works in le, called Mry. *

- show.

, Vernon and fad | twelve children, the
eldest being my grandfather, Roscoe
‘They attended the fiir every year and
ook dheir children, I'm sure it was
Guite an entertainment for them to
escape lbebb(ﬂ;sohllﬁtfumﬁw
a w:ll deserved break. -

Back then,.the county fair held
more interest for people because they
deemed it a special event. My grand-
maither and her daughters always had
aprize quilt or two to enter in the quilt

with our grandmothers.and there was
a pan of fudge in the deal, 0o

We.other kids had"a blast at the
fair. We got 1o ride the rides, eat until
we were sick, and ok lots of prizes
at the sideshows.

As we drove through the darkness
dn our way home to London
night, | thought about what a rotten
‘reak for a kid, not geitifig 16 g o
the fair and enjoy the many pleasures
it held in store. We, the other chil-

judging a3 well as some canned dren, were instrucied on the way
or garden vegetables. My grandfather  home that when we got back, we each
and the boys would have some prize-  had to give Beth some of fur “good-

ies", such as. food or prizes. We
hadn"t counted on tht, but under the *
cireumstances, it was the only right
thing 5 do. 1 think I gave her a stuffed
dog or bear; of something. She was
pleased with il our offerings, but I'm
sure it wasn't like getting 10 go her-
self. .
1 only saw Beth a few times after
that. She grew up, married, and
worked as an RN, for.a few years.
Time and distance separated us, but
| always kept her i mind

As the fair approached this year; |
looked forward to'going, as always.
However, about two-or three days
before the start of the fair, T gota call,
that Beth had died from cancer at the
age of forty. She left-behind x hus-
band and rwo young children. Now
there's a really rough break for  kid

1 wondered-why she had to dic af
sucha young age. She had everything
10 live for, and she had been #riough
so much | didn't get't0 go to the fu-
neral due to distance. | did, however, -
£0 10 the fiir, but | remembered the
night Beth had to stay behind when
all of us other kids got to go to the
fair

winning livestock to enter to be
judged. They even had some thor-
oughbred horses, and the boys or
oceasionally some of the girls would
ride them at uhe%nmhy night horse

The fair was not only a place for
livestock and handeraft judging, it
was a gathering place 1o se¢ all of
your friends and family you hadn't
seen since the last fair. The fair conld
and sometimes did develop intb a
mwdy sitiation, There was usually

ome non-official sampling and judg-
ml of-a little Kentucky “shinc™ or
other spints. Needless to say, more
than one or two little friendly fights
had been known to erupt.

My first recollections of the’ fair
were whien | was sbout five or six
years old. 1 used to think it was the
most exciting cvent of the year. I just
know there were acres and acres of
non-stop fiin. I thought the fair must
be the size of Disney World. | loved
nerylhlng about it: the food, the

, and especially the .
hmvsc show. 1 always thought the
borses were so beautiful and 1 en-
joyed hearing the- organ music that
was plagied-as the horses paraded
around the oval track. The only thing -
that T didn't like about it was that it
was overshadowed by a disgusting
event: the start of school.

One year when I was about ten,
we had a hoase full of company froin
Ohio as we usually.did during the

summer. It was my gredt-aunt,
Lucille, hef son"and daughter, and -
‘both of their families. [t happened to
be during the time of the Brodhead
Fair, so on Saturday night, we“just
loaded up about two or three carloagls
of Backeyes and my uncle, Leslic

When'l think' about it, one could
consider it a fough break for those
she left behind. She is now free from
the cares of this world, and we're left
her to suffer through the misery. sick-
ness, and hardchips of life. | guess
we all can take & lesson from the sud-

* den passing of a loved one, frieid,
or neighbor. We have no promise of
tomorrow here on this Farth. so have
we don all we can to better ourselves
and all of those. around us today?
Have we made peace with ourselves
and with God? Let's let those dear t0
us-know that we really care. If we

“Junior™ Norton led the way to the  haven't, “todayis the fiest ddy of the
fair, 1 was the only child 10.go 10 the _ restof our fives™. so this is the day 1o
fair when our family usually attended  start

Now Open

Mt Vernon Chiropractic
and Pain Center

Dr. Meyer does not onlyﬁrovkle exceptional care for |
patients who suffer from back and neck pain, he also
can help many c¢onditions that ¢ause pain and discom-
Ioﬂ to v-rlmu parts of the body. Such as: ¢ +

'Aﬂhrﬂh

- *Carpal Tiinnel Syndrome
~Fibromyalgia

*Hesadsaches *Joint Pain *
*Overuse injuries *Rheumatism,
*Sciatica  *Scolosis

* «Sports injuries “TMJ
«Yendonitis *Whiplash injuries
*Stiffness, Numbness, Swelling,
Tingling or. Cmp of any
uh'!lllly

Renner Friday night 10 identify the
letter. Mrs, Warburton told Mrs.
Rennéf that her fther suffers from”~
Alzheimers but recognized the letter
as one he had writien. The Elizabeth
referred - 10. in -the “letter, Ms
Warburton said, was her mother,
~Elizabeth Cummins at the time, who

+ died about two years ago, close to the

same tithe the letter was discovered.
The Mildred Réynolds the letter was

. addressed 1o wis Elizabbth's older

“sister.

In an.ivonic twist lnlh:nnry i A

turns out that Flizabeth's best friend
with whom she lived and-worked in

Indiana, was Geraldine Carmack of .-

Brodhead, Yvonne's sunt. ~

.
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