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Arson
suspected

A Rockeastle County man will-

{ tikely be indicted on imon charges

after Mt. Vernon firemen found him
at the scene of a house fire on Toddy
Payne Road at Pine Hill Monday

night..,
Mt Vernon fiteman Bryan Hansel
said Tuesday that William “Billy
* Renner, 42, of Pine Hill was

_ detained by firefighters Monday

night until police armivi

_Hansel said the Mt. Vemon fire
department was dupndmﬂ 1o an
empty house owned by Donald Dees
around 11 p.m, Mondiy and assistant
fire chief David Bales was the first
on the scene.

Hansel said Bales saw a man in
the house and there was fire in the
living room \

Apparently when Renner saw
Bales pull up, he ran out the back-of
the house, but before he could get
sway other firefighters arrived on the.
seene and detained him.

“He seemed intoxicated and there
wepe curtains piled up in the floor,
which had obviously been set on
fire," Hansel said.

Firefighters managed to limit the
damage to the living room floor; al
though-the house did receive some
smoke damage, according to Hansel

Rockcastle County Attorney Jeff
Burdette n‘ud Wednesday that

(Cont. to A7)
New school
year has begun

Wednesday, approximately 2,850
students attended their first day, of
school in the 2003-04 school year”

Wednesday's starting daic was
the carliest in modern_ history in
Rockcastle and started a trend thar
will likely continue, according to
Rockcastle. County School Superin-

-tenden( Larry Hammond. -

- However, Haminond said that
speculation that the carly start date
was a-move toward year-round
schpol in Rockcastle County was not
accurate.

“1 think the principali and cal
ender committee have been thinking

* about an tarlier start date for s few
years, which would pait students out
of school not long after the assess.
men tests are completed.” he said

“It is extremely hard 16 keep stu
dents’ aftention afler they take their
tésts in the Spring and this calander
will help that,” be said

Hammond said a Fall break, of
one week may be put into the cal
‘ender next year, but this year's
ender includes only one extra day of
thme off for students

Local students first break with be

" Labor Day, September |

InOctober, their will be no sumul
on October 2 and 3

In November, school will be dis-
missed for the general tlection on
November 4, and Thanksgiving on
November 27-28.
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Terry Jackson hired
as new police chief

Mt. Vemnon Mayos, Clarice Kirby
announced at Monday might's regu;
lar meetirig of the city council, that
Terry Jackson of Mt.- Vernon had
been hired as the new police chief for
the city 5

Mr. Jackson, who is married 1o
Teress Jackson, State Farm agent in
M. Vernon, hias been with the
Barbourville Police Department and
with the Somerset Police Department
for the past 17 years, the Iyt shreeas

adetective ,

M. Jackson fold the council thats
i was looking forward to assuming
his dutics. “I come from the most

professional-police department'in the
state,” Jackson said “and | want ©0
see Mt: Vernon's police departmient
grow in professionalism

Jackson told the countil that he
had alfeady met with governmient
officials to seek out'any fiinds avail

(Cont. to AT)
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Medallions were handed out
to Cancer Survivors at the
start of the Relay for Life
Friday night and then the
survivors were given the
honor of openlng the walk
‘around the track which
lasted, in relays, through'the
night. Kelly McClure, chair-
man of Relay for Life, served
a¥ master of ceremonies for
the évent which, at a prelimi-
nary accounting, had raised
almost $30,000. At left,
Layne Ponder, son of Steve
and Jill Ponder, receives his
medallion for being a cancer
survivor from Marti Harris
who works with the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.
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Mit. Vernon Police Chief
Terry Jackson

Dallas Rigsby fought in
War on Iraq; now home

By: Richard Anderkin
1996 Rockcastle County High
School graduate Dallas Rigsby is one
of many Rockcastle Countians who

~

has served his country in the armed
services and he recently returned
home from his tour i Iraq

Dallas, who played football and
basketball at the ROCK, is what most
Ameticans would consider a typical
Marine, strong; levelhcaded and will-
ing to die for his country

During an interview last week,
DaHas spoke of some of his experi
ences while in Iraq! but as most men

who havebeen in combat, he didn't

" share a Jot. However, one of his com-

ments that he repeated over and over
was that he hoped his fellow soldiers
would return home safely as he has.

/ Dallgs was sgationed in Camp
Pendleton Cailfortia, wid was due

10 get out of the Mgrines a couple of
weeks before orders came down that
he would be deployed to Kuwait
whete he would wait with fellow
Marines until they would head to

Iraq
Dallas had even declined a trip
home from California for Christmas
in order to speed up the process 10
finiish his four years of service to his
country
But.because of the impedding
(Cont. ta A7)

Davy Stewart
hearing set
for Friday

By: Richard Anderkin
A hearing will be held on Friday
in the murder case’invplving Davy
Stewart, 35, of Orlando in the death

_of Patty Gail Clark

Clark, who was 25-years-old at
the time of death, was found in a re
mote section. of Rockeastle County
oh August 24th of 2000. She had been
shot to death

According to'police reports
Clark had been reported missing on
August 13ih of that year and:was last
seen alive four days earlier

Police were led to her badly de
composed body by Sally Hoskins,
sow 27, of Crooked Creek, who told
police that Clark had been shot to
death by Stewart

Clark’s body was found in a
wooded area, off'a logging road in
Cove Branch area, near McNew
Cemetery, where police had found an
abandoned Jeep the day after Clark
was reported missing

Hoskins told: police thai she
Stewart and Clark were all sitting in
the Jeep at the McNew Cemgtery
when Stewart shot her (Haskins) af
ter an argument

Police sa-that Stewart then took
the two women, both of whom he
Rad either dated or was diting at the
time, into the woods' where he told
them 10 pray for their souls

* Hoskins told police that ske
prayed, but that Clark didn’t and

Four sentenced
in Circuit Court

Eddy  F Montgomery
Commonwealth's Artorn
Rockcastle, Lincoln and- F

Colnties, announced today. that ¢
person entered a'plea of guilty and
four people were sentenced to prison
in Rackcastle County Circuit Court

According to Montg An
gela Miller, 24, of Mt Vemon w
sentenced to one year impns
for-escape, second degree. .

Keesha Saylor, 24, of CrabiOr
chard; received a five yeat ser
for burglary, second degree

Walter, Price,. 51; of Mt: Vernon
was sentenced to ten years for manu:
facture of methamphetamine and
possessign of a controlled substance
first degree

nce

Mignon Looney, 21, of Brodhead

pleaded guiilty to burglary, third de- *

gree and Montgomery has recom.
mended a sentence of four year’s

imprisonment. Sentencing is sched- _

uled for September 26, 2003
Alse sentenced was
Campbell, 42, of Georgetown,

John
to one

year’s imprisonment for operating .

moter vehicle under the influence of
aleshol, fourthroffense,

Stewart shot her, (Clark)
¢ Rockeastle County. Coroner Bill

Dowell said after- the autapsy on
Clark that she ad been shot twick in
ihebead * °

The day after Clark disappéared,
Hoskins walked to the homé of
Sammy Stéwart, Davy Stewarn’s
brother, and some local people took
her'to the hospital

Bt before Hoskins was taken to
the hospitat she took  bath. The two
women who helped her said they
tRught she had been ina car wreck.

Rockesstle County Sheriff
Darrell Doan, who was a-deputy at
the time, said that whea he”intey
viewed Hoskins about the supposed
car wreck, she told him she had been
hit in the head and didn’t know what
happened the night before

Hoskins would fater tell police
she.was scared for her own lifé and
that 1s why she didn’t tell police
sooner about the murder.

Hoskins had been shot once. The
hit her in the. wtist and. went

her left leg and lodged in ber

bull
throug

* fightleg,

Doctors at the Uhiversity of Ken-
nicky Medical Center did not remove
thie buliet from Hoskins' leg because:

according to them. it was safer for
Hoskins for the bullet 10 be left m
her leg

The day before Hoskins led po- ,
lice to Clark's body, Kentucky State
Police in Madison-County shot
Stewart. alter he tried 10 steal a van
from a rural residence

+ Pol arm
with an assault rifle and handgun at

said Stewart was

s arrest
at the residence told

Rockeastle County got & nice visit from the governor last Wednesday. They knew that Ky. Governor Paul
Patton was coming to hand out a coal severance check but they didn’t know the amount. When Gov. Patton
arrived, the check was for $245,000 and has to be used for land acquisition and job creation. It will be the last

check of its type the county receive

 since we are no longer lisied as a coal producing county. According to

County Judge/Executive Buzz Carloftis the official check will arrive the latier part of the year and, as of yet,

no plans have been made for the funds. In the photo are, from left: Jerry Renner, Economic Develop:

ment

Board chairman; State Rep. Danny Ford, Gov. Patton, Judge Carloftis and Mt. Vernon Mayor Clarice Kirby.



