mcocugmﬂrwmm.
ago in your basic plyin brown wrap-
per i which was snuggled a couple
layers of that inflated plastic stuff to
keep it from bresking 1 love getting
things in the mail wrapped in row
after row of those littlc bubbles be-
cause 1 gei 2 such a kick out of bust
ing it Mlaﬁwevrrykﬂv inthe
home or office. When you leamn 16
snap it propetly, you can make 3
single pop sound like a pistol shot and
startle the pants off your domestic

* peers or coworkers

< My ﬁmmamckanwpnn‘i'k:
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Little ‘Vorld s Fair

‘Brodbead, Kjy.

thee of four in a.row, POWS POW!
POW! and thén loadly stomp my fect
under the desk to imitate the footfall
of a rapidly fléeing criminal in fead
shoes. Then | groan loodly o -indi
7 cate’that | am wounded, burp loudly
to indicate a last and dying breath,
and stomyi both feet at the same time
10 crete @ monstrous thud thereby
creating the impression that I have
“fallen and probably won't get up.
Simear some keichupunder your nose
and under your lower lip, -roll your
 eyes back and you cdn Kave some
fun. Just be sure they don't call 911
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. Anyway, | was having so much
fun with the bubble wrap that it took
mcumpkofmhmmummd
1o Jistening to the CD that wis -
closed in the package. As best I re-
call there. was a post-it note attacbed
that said something like, “Enjoy.” and
it was signed FJ,or maybe Fred

And | promipdy played the first cut
and put listening 16 the rest.on my
"o do list”. My, friend, when we are
not brottiérs (He's far more Republi-
can than [ am Democrat) Frederick
) Beste, |1, also know in hillbilly
circlés as FJ #3, lives in Wind Gap,
Penniyivania and he 1 a highly suc-
oessful venture capitalist. However,
1o my knowledge, his only ventures
(meaning he provided the cash 0.
make 4
businest has been io finance some
live recordings of a-Gathering of-
Writers who abso play, music we've
had a couple of times at his place
(ricar AHentown) and.my personal
covers of a bunch of John Prine,

Merle Haggard, Tom: T. Hall.etc.
songs, durifully recorded on CD, that:
it would be illegal to sell even if any-
. body wanted a copy. Suffice 1o say
that Fred has not made a lot of his
maney in the recording industry.
I the casé of my-own CD, not a
penny has been generated in sales
But if Fred has o vested interest

in the CD he sent me-and that | fi- *

nally got around 1o listening, to at
least a dozen times last week (it's
playing in the background even as |
write) his fortune in the music busi-
ness is'on the verge of greatness. - *
in short the best country band, re-
corded in Nashville, that I've heard
in &t least a.decade is made up-of.
young musicians, bom, raised and
frained in'classical (can you say: or
spell Tchaikovaky?) music and they
are from Russia. And-1 #m abso-
lutely gripped with the sound xﬁcy
generate and the fecling they capture
« There's not a song on the CD that is

Dear Editor,
| thought Bush had already
reached the bottom of the dumb pit
until tie released those pictures of
Oday and Qusay's. Teddy Roosevelt
-+ almost-goi linched for having his pic-
ture taken standing on'a desd buffalo,
he had:shot
1Bad known Tor days that the

Hussein bros. were negotiating for”

their surrender. but obviously

Rumsfield and Bush prefer their high

profile prisoners inl a more horrisonal

position. Without any reguard for
ational law
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#h happen) info- the music %

Our Readers

fiobncing Russian last names and
simply’talk about the miusic and the
. way they make it. The lead singers
ire two girls who haven't been speak-
ing Enghsh all that long but sute
know how ke sing it and you'll be e
minded of the Dixic Chicks and
Martina McBride and Patsy Cline

and Loretia Lynn and Emeiy Lou and °,

Jerry Douglas and Alan Jackson and
i Ricky Skaggs and the list goes on and
on.- You'll hear o bluegrass lick here
and-a rock lick there with no_apol-
ogy that it was snatched from a loved
onc. Loved anes beirig the hero in-
dividual singers and bands tha mflu-
enced Bering Strait into developing

lmndlhl(uhod!h)mogﬂmu\d -

at the same tirhe, perfectly unigye.

I promise you faithfully that if you
purchase the album entitled "Bering
Strait” and listen to these two cuts: |
“Could be Persusded and I'm Not
Missing you. you will keep the CD
on your player and you will set it to
play those two songs over and over
. “again. You will not only be listeping

to some of the best music recorded
in Nashville in many years, but you

- will be fondly reminded of how hast

est and unpretentious country music

can be when it issung from the heart
and soul: Believe me. these Russian
kids do it a lot better than anything
else on the so-called Country Music
scene these days

The only way 1 know to get their
music is online,  The Bering Strait
Albuni is ‘available at amazon.com.
° The band also has a website wuh
complete bio-sketches of the band
and simples of the music. Go. 10
beringstraitonline.com.. And if that
fails, just look them up with your fa-
vorite search, engine. You will not
be sorry you did and you will be say-
ing to yourselflthat Iks should write
about music more ofien than he does
soup beans. | already know that so
you need not write & letter to the edi-

Write

The Navy trained us to restue our
enémy from'the sea, and treat them
well. Is there a line in the sand some
where that Bush supporters say: this
is enough? 1 this it

1 have writien before that Reagah
can up more debt than the sum 1]

of all presidents before him. Bush is -

exceeding that, No "end: game” for
his wars. Without money * trickleing
down* from the fed our county offi-
cials have my sympathy, ! dont envy
what is ahead.for thém.

Jim- Norton

m.me- in, life we all stop 10
reflect on where our lives are going
and the various paths we have taken
10 get to where we are today. In the .
road of life, we can éxpect the unexy
pected. We can't always predict whet
our_life will be like in ten years, five
years, or#¥en ono year. We may think
we know what will be happening in
ouf life just a few months away, but
can 'we really? | know you're prob-
ably like me and there are'thousands
more just like us lving the same old
routine in our daily lives that we have
for years. We getup atthe same time.
g0 t0-work."do the same household
chores, see the same people. enter-
tain ourselvés in the same fashion.
sit on the same pew at church, and
£9%0 bed at the same time. We éven
g0 1o the same old placés for vaca-
ton: Just how, many trips to Dy

- ‘World, Gatlinburg, King's Island, or

Myrtle Beach do we need to c:pm

+ ence in a fifetime?

A very wise person’once wold m
that everybody you.meet has an im-
pact on your life, This impact is i-
ther pasitive or negative, so therefore,
ry 1o be impacied by those who will
have a positivé influence in-our hife
Kids, this is why parents are so"se-
lective about the friends you have
now. Friendships.forged in the ado-
lescent years set the pattern for our
Jife many. ycary ahead of obr adult-
hood. 1 firmly elicve that by the e
one ‘is cighteen or twenty years old,
one’s lifestyle and habits have been
determined and will rarély change
‘We all need to get the negative influ-
ences out of our lives and surround

. - ourselves with more positjve -influ-

ences. i

Thert is a cliché 'that says when
God stwuts adoor. He always opens a
window. My perstmal interpretation
is that from time to time. God
choases 10 close a certain chapter in
our lives only to begin a new chapter
possibly with new people and a new
setting. For those of us with a few
years o gur credit, we.bav seen
my chalpters. come and go.in our
Tives

These chapters usually occur af-
ter a.major change in oyr life such as
o graduation, riartiage of divoree, the
death of'a loved one. 8 new birth in
the family. a new job, or'a move o8
new household. The older you are.
the more chapters you will have

Today | was just reflecting on the
chapters in my life God has written
for me this past year, and the win-

“mother o

dows He has . One chapter
was very sad The death of my
urred in March afier a
long illness That ehded that chapter,
in my life..Only twelve days later,
God opened & window and. started
writing another chapter in my life
when [ married my husband, Stanley.
Although | still have the house in
London. | shared with my mother, |
now live primarily in Mt. Vemon,
another chapter and: window in my
life

At this time last'year, | couldn’t
have imagined in my wildest dreams
that all of these chianges would have
occurred in only a year It was Au-—
gust first of Jast year when Stanley
and | went out for the first time. Of
course this'was after | had known him
for about twenty years. [ guess hé had
a positive ifluence ors me back then
and still does.

It hias beens only a year bul I can
remember that first date like it was
yesterday. We went on & picnic 1o
Levi Jackson State Park: 1 took
meatloaf, potato salsd, and baked. *
beans. For dessert, I prepared peanut |
butter, pie. Sunlcysnd tha | baited
my hook with the meatloaf, and set
it with. the potato salad and baked
beans, but reeled lim in with the peas
nut butter pie. He says-that if | had
served some of my chicken and
dumplings wi that meal, we would
have had to elope that very night.
After that night, e iwas at my house .
for supper at least five nightsa week
Even today, he still hopes that the
men at work don't'find out what he
has for breakfast for fear of causing
marital discord, He fears all of B&H
Tool Works would be at our house -
for breakfast.  gucss the fastest way
toa man's heart is through his stom-

r

ach
1 had no idea 1 would ever marry
again. The thought was very remote
1 was o certain of this that I didn't
have but dne single plot at the cem-
etery. Like | said, it just goes to prove -
you can expeet the unexpected. This
year hias bréught about: the most
changes I've ever experiences o far
in my life.. Some changes were for
the better, and some were for the
worse. Thid next year I'm going to -
iry to pat the bad chaptersof my life
in perspective and begin writing new
and positive chaptérs as God opens
new windows for me. Let's all try to
get started writing positive chapters
a% the windows open in our fives
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