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judge submitted a one-sentence no-
, ticeof his intent to fesign to Gov. Paul
Patton and Chief Justice Joseph Lam-
. bert last week.+
Gov.-Patton will now be respon-
sible for appointing Venters' succes-
sor.

Venters said he plans to take’a few
weeks Off this summer, and then re-

cnter a private practice in Somersel”

Venters' wife, Jane Adams Ven-
fers, practices in the Adags and Ven-
ters law office.-Venters said he will
practice indeperidently, but will “be
associated” with his wife’s family’s
practice.

“For the past two years, |- have -

pondered my carcer and my. future,
wrestling with the question of how
long I could, or should, continue my

wlenure as Circuit ludg:. Venters .
said.

« “For-about the last six months, 1
have been thinking that if I'm ever
going to do it, this is the time.”

Venters said the answer to his
question came, in the same way mady
answers (0 legal questions came to
him — “like a tap on the shoulder
and a voice from within."

Venters said he felt it was time to.
“méve on lo different challengesand
responsibilities” — and time for

+someone with a “fresh outlook and
. new enthusiasm? fo take over his

duties. “It's time 1o hitch up a fresh

mule to pull this plow,” e said.

In 975, Venters was hired by

then-Commonwealth’s Attorney
Harold “Hal” Rogers as a part timeé
assistant 3
“Hegave me my first job out of
law school. T appreciate his confi-
dence in me,” Judge Venters said.
For three and a half years, Ven-
- ters worked part time as ihie assistant
Gommonwealth's Aftorney and part
time in a civil practice.
In 1978, the two judgesh

inthe

judge, and whosé presence and cous- “w Pt

ulwbeeuarpﬁtv‘]u Venters .
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Judge Cain snd M hated !o leam

of Venters' ily dama, edhytheﬁrv
- " Brodhesd City Fire Chief Tim

have enjoyed and loved serv-
ing with him," Cain said. “I'm going
to miss him greatly.” Cain said Ven-
ters. was “a véry casy-going and un-
derstanding judge.”™ !
‘Venters was also quick !c mention
* his appreciation for his secretary of
nearly 20 years, Shirley-Whitson.
“[Her) diligence has made cvery
day of work much casicr for me. She
* is known (o, members of the Jegal
community as ‘Judge Shirley,” and

she’ has e that nickname for a
good reason. .. | could nGt have func-
tioned as a judge without her help,

and my successor's wisest decision
would be to insist that she remain in
her position,” he said.
i i for

rward .

Albright said hat cight firc-depart- _
ments 10 the 1:30 a.m_fire.
Mlemﬁﬁre_ﬁghﬂeuwwemdw_

scene. .

. Local profesgional photographer
Doug Brock, whose business is lo-
cated in the building next to the one
which caught fire, had nothing but
praise for the l’m‘fghmi who re-
sponded.. .
“They did a great job contai
the fire lnd saving my building,
Brock sai

Brodk s building did sustain some

smoke and water damage, but not a
lot. He has also been very busy cléan-
ing up » what mess,the fire caused.
id that he had re-

to returning 1o private practice, "I
didn't practice law long enouglrto geté
burned out,” he said. 4

As for his legacy as acircuit judge
~— “I hope 1o be remembered for the
good decisions that I made, and for-
given for the ones that were.not so
good,” he said.

The Kentucky Judicial Nominat-
ing Commitice will submit three
names to the Governor, who are in-
terested in the job and the Gover-
rior will make the final decision on
who will replace Judge Ventess,

The chairman of the nominating
committee is Chief Justice Lambert.”

WhomreveX replaces Judge Ven-
ters will serve hatil the. general elec-
tion in Novembdc, when he of she
will have to run for the office.
‘['hcg:nrml clection is November
h.

Editors Note: Much of the infor-
mation in, this story was taken from,
astory in the Commonwealth-Jots- -
nal.

4

“Officer Hurt”

local district court systém were held
by Walter Maguire and Calvin Aker.

- When Aker was glected, to sefve on
the state’s Supreme Court, Venters
filled his position in the. district

+judgeship. “Nobody wanted that
job,” Venters said, “I thought I'd‘try
Jt for a while. It seéfed like it would
be an interesting thing o do.”

VIn Januacy of 1979, he began his
“district judgeship, having been ap-
pointed by then- (no\trm)v Julian
Carroll.

In 1983, Venters 1 ﬁIuJ o run for
the eircuif judgeship, His campaign

' efforts paid off, and he was elected -

tg the position in January* of 1984.
He ran ungposed in 1991 and 1999.

The circuit court system has
grown from two (o three judgeships
since Venters joined, and the local
disirict now covers Pulaski, Lincoln
-and Rockeastle counties, Lincoln was
added 1o the district in 1h= lmi fcv\
years.

“Much has changed in the lhm
county area since | began my service
on the bench, and much; too, has
changed within_the circuit court,”
Venters said.

Aside from the expanded cover-
age area, Ventery said the creation of
onie of the first Family Courts jn Ken-.
tucky has had a dramatic .mpau on
the system,

Former Rockcastle attorney
Debra Lambert was elected the first
. Family Court Circuit Judge for
Rockeastle, Pulaski and lmc"ln
+-Countics

“The great populstion growth and.
*economic grpwth of this circuit over
the past two decades has generated
significant increases in both the quan-
tity ind the complexity of cases in

* the circuit court,” he said

.“Serving as Circuit Judge has

been a tremendous honor and privi-

lege. 1 believe it is the most reward-

ing and gratifying job a lawyer could
. ever have,” Ventery’said

“I-am proud to have been-a part
of the Kentucky judftial system,
which hds long been recognized 1o
Jbe O of fhe finest in'the country. |
an | ‘of the association I have
had witiymy fellow circuit judges

across the’state and over the years.
Thit camaraderie’ will be sorgly
missed” g K

Venters said he was thankful to his
family and friends “who have en-
dured the burdens and inconve-

s miences associated with his work, but
have received none of the credit or
acclaim they deserve.”

He also thanks the circuit court
clerks and deputy clerks, court bai-
liffs, the s@ff of the court system,
members of the Bar, and lawyers.

“I am also thankful to, and ever
mindful of, all the folks whose con-
fidence and trust ensbled me to run
for circuit judge, and whose tireless
efforts so many years ago got me
elected,” Venters said.

“Many of them were ‘old time'
local politicians from another era,

Cont. from Front

Phillips pulled across the eastbound
lane of the highway just east of Ce-
dar Creck Lake to stop Drury.

Dniry didn’t stop, .though, and
struck Phillip's cruiser in the left rear.
Hill dodged the cruiser, passing
Phillips in the westbound lane

Phillips said the impact appar-

+ ently caused the fuel pump to shut
down because his car died. He got
out of the car, inspected the damage
and got back in 10 restart the vehicle
and move iroff the road.

The car wouldn't start, hdwever.
The.attempt to restart it caused the
head lights and flashing blue lights
to go'out and noi come back on.

Phillips said a passing dnver who
!!ad stopped when he sct up the road

block was preparing 1o move her car
into the road with the lights flashing

10 warn oncoming cars that lm
cruiser was disabled.

Before she could move into m
sition, however a second Stanfford
officer, McDaniel, cafiie alg

plowed ino Phillip’s darkes
hicle.

McDaniel had just passed another
car and came, back into the eastbound
lane, where Phillips was sitting and
watching the Stanford cruiser come
at him. \

“I saw Kenny coming,” Phillips
said. “When 1 saw he was cutting
back into his lane, it was scary,” he
sai -
The impact sheared the open
driver's door from its hinges: The free

flying door struck Phillips, who was
“in the driver’s seat and caused inju-
ries 1o his leg and.chest. McDaniel
was not hurt

Phillips said was he was just
reaching out to close the door when
he saw.McDaniel co athin anid
pulled his arm back inside the cruiser.

*It would have taken my arm with
the door,” he said.

While the cnuisers were wrecking,
Hill continued his pursuit of Drury
ghrough Crab Orchard and back along
KY 1770 toward the upper end of
Cedar Creck Lake,

Drury lost control of the stolen
Jeep. which hiad a tire flatiencd in the
collision with the Crab Orchard
cruiser and ran off the. mad striking
wo frees.

He was arrested and charged with
assgult; wanton endangerment, im-
proper passing disregarding a stop
sign, driving under the influence,
auto thefl, driving on a suspended li-
cense, fleeing the police, reckless
driving and not wcaring aseat belt.

SAVE YOUR MONEY!

who have passed on. |
them all with gratitude and affection.
“ am thankful to Circuit Judge Wil-
liam T. ‘Cain, who for the past tén
years has'served my fellow. circuit

cently spent about $40,000 remodel-
ing the building and that he had a
little insurande on his buildings, but

not nearly enough to cover his losses. i

“We are plugging along and | do”
appreciate the hard work of my fam-
ily and employees,” he said

McKinney, Brock, Albright and

Mt. Vemnori Fire Chief Garry Hansel
all praised the Stanford Fire Depart-
fent for their work on the fire.
. “Ifthey had ot gotten there when
they did with their Jadder truck.
Brodhead would have lost one cor
plete-side of main \mﬂ." Hansel
said.

Bsides firefighters from Mt

Vernon, Brodhead City, Brodhead
Rural and Stanford, firefighters from
Livingston, Brindle Ridge and Crab
Orchard responded to the fire.

* Mother’s Day Speczal

" Receive'a Fenton 4 1/2” 2-Way Votice fre
with a $50 Fenton purchase

Offer good while supplies lase 13

Main St.
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606-256-2649
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