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Pronkeoflandm-rk
" . case remains unrealized
" Forty years igo, on March 18,
1963, the US. Supreme Court de-
cided the landmark case of Gideon
v Wainwright and aprin-
cnpk we all take for granted: that
weho i

yer, even if the accused i$ 100 poor
1o hire one.
Nou-anmry that
a fair trisl cannot be possible unless
a competent lawyer is provided to
those who caniot afford one. As the
Jjustices said, this “seems an obvious
truth,” However, 'decades later,
Gideon's promise remains largely
unkept as we still find tha the qual-
ity of justice frequently depends on
the ability to pay for it
Far 100 often; those who are un-
.4 uble to afford counsel are left to meet
their lawyer for the first timi¢ on the
‘eve of an important court proceed-
ing; o even trial. Many are faced
with the prospect of being unable to
" spend more than & few minutes with ™
ther court lawyer, contradt
lawyer or public defender, to give the
Iawyer sufficient opportunity to leam
about the case, -
This leads fo even less time for
" preparation of legal strategy, and still
less to perform critical investigations.
Small wonder we read about and hear
stories with growing frequency about
innocerit people wrongly convicted
The poor are often saddled with
contract lawyers or public defenders
with huge caseloads .who, many
times, are/paid less to defend some-
dne who might spcnd the rest of m-\
or life in jail than for 3 basic closing
for the sale of a home
Or, they. might live in a judicial
circuit that picks lawyers not for the
quality of their service, based. upon
experience or. training, but by
« whether- the lawyer submitted the
lowest Bid: - in other words, justice

qer the cheap but with a far greater *

iing-ternr cost

Those unable to afford counsel
might end up convicted, or even con
demned. (o death, for-crimes they
didn’t commit simply- because the
lawyer didn’t have the critical lab
test, or the investigator, or the train-

oqui
They want national quality
for the defense of the poor, much like
standards for doctors, architects or
teachers.

Americans can no more imagine,

expecting competence from a crimi-
nal defense lawyers without the nec
essary tols, like investigators, DNA
testing and expert witnessgs, than

ago. The Yontinuing corsistent cor-
rosion of our justice system today
'calls-out for action for reform and
improvement
The keys to reforming the system
forleffective representation for I those
unable to afford lawyers are simple
and basic - things like proper train-
ing, resources proportionate to those
for the prosecution, adequate pay-
ment for lawyers providing services,
manageable caseloads and a guaran-
fee of independence so that politi-
cians or judges are unablé to arbi-
trarily reduce lawyers’ pay or fire
them simply because they are effec-
tively doing their jobs.
To do this will require spending

more money, something that is never *

poll(lczlly popular. However, failing

o take the necessary steps will only
lunhtr erode public confidence in 8
system that treats_ the wealthy and
poor differently and can tragically
sontribute to wrongful convictions.

Gideon created the promise that
all Americans’ would realize the
grand words carved in stone on the
Supreme  Court  building
Equal Justice under the Law.” Today,
we are still trudging along the road
toward equality. We cannot afford to
wait another 40 years (o get.there. We
can do better now: The time has come
to invest in justice for all
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Tips to Send Packages
to Military Personnel

By: Hazel Jackson
County Extension Agent for
Family and Consumer Sciences. .
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Proiecf Graduation -2003
2 in cooperation with

Midwest Sportsman
~is holding a tournament
Sat., April 5, 2003
@Conley Bottom on Lake Cumberland’
Fée: $50 per boat (includes big fish)
Times: 7 a.m. til.3 p.m.
Terms: 5 fish limit ® no live bait  no trolling.
* For more information, call 606-758-4228
Come, help do your part to make
rdject Graduation -2003 a success!

TIRED OF YOUR
" PROPANE SUPPLIER

‘PRICE 'GOUGING YOU?
Are you tired of your propane supplier
price gouging you with $2 a gallon -
propane gas every time it géts cold?
You don't have to take it or pay it, give us
* a callwe can fumish you a new tank, free

swapout and a'much lower gas price.

6239196 + toll free 888-758-2904 *

m.m.n, personnel arc deploysd are
packages com:mmg
chocolate, chocolate chips and other
items that melt are not a good idea.
Other items you mij : include in
zuur package are, al -occasion or
lank greeting o, writing paper,
envelopes, -pens, toiletry ° items,
batteries, small
zzlés, playing, cards, paperback
moim‘ magazines and puzzie books.

‘Who are these strangers loose in New Orleans?

“Videos,gmusic_compact disks and
cadsettes are also -&;:nscmed. but
you med to pu( not x-ray -

the onmde of' p-chges containing
these. .

Usé the local
up the contents of yo\;‘p-clhse
since people serving in military
love to redd about what is
at home. Because there is no-way to

 dispose -of them, do not use

packing
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New to Berea!

Name Brand Clothing at-Low Prices
We Buy Gently Used Name-Brand Clothing

Open Mon.- Fri:11a.m.to 6 p.m. * Saturday 10 to 6
Located in Boone Square Shopping Center, next To Galaxy

Alton-Blakley

* Honda

Ford * Lincols

would like to mh'odm:e
GAry

| CoFFEY
Mt. Vernon
Sales Rep

Stop by and see Gary for a new car or
browse through our huge used car inventory

2130 S. Hwy 27 » Somersct * 606-678-5181
1-800-467-8511  * " s

. Show Your Mt. Vernon City PRIDE!

Volunteer fbr the
{ ;
"/ PRIDE
*Spring'Clean Up
* April 12 — April 26

For more information:

Call Wayne Bullock or Jeanette Robinson,
" your PRIDE Coordinators,
at Mt. Vernon City Hall

a1 606/256-3437
Or call 1-888-K-PRIDE-Y

Or visit www.kypride.org




