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The Rockcastle County Grand
Jury returned six indictments last
 from
failurt 1o wear a seat belt, o stealing *
a social security check.

Mike Le¢ Marlow, 26, of Rt. 1,
Mt. Vernon was indicted on a charge
of knowingly having in his posses-
sion a stolen check, which police say
e took from the mailsox of Cecil R
Houk

Nicky S. Thompson, 3, of
Brodhead was indicted on a charge
of receiving stolen property. He is
accused of having stolen property,”
belonging th Timothy Siler.

Billy G. Robinson, 39; Ricky
Dale Madden, 46, and Joe King, 32;
. were indicted on
ﬁm degree and _

The three are lcc\med of break-
ing into the home of Mark Robinson,
on Febraary 2 st of this yeat.

Jahn Campbell, - 43, of
Georgetown was indicted on four |
charges, all felated to driving whilé, .
under the influence of alcohol
Campbell has been convicted of DUI

-three other times.

1-75 north closing last
Thursday explained

If you were unfortunate enough *
1o try to be going north on U.S. 25
last Thursday between 8:30'a.m. and
3 pm.-or thereabouts, you probiably
wondered why it was taking you an
hour to resch Roundstone Elemen-
tary from Mt. Vemon

Hal Holbrook, director of emer-
gency management services for
Rockeastle County, explained that a
wreck, which happened about 3 a.m
Thursday morninig, sent a semi-frac-
tor triler over a hill at the 73 mile
marker styrting the chain of events.

The accident happeried when a
truck; which had broken down in the
middle of the road, was clipped from-
behind by another semi, causing a
front tire to blow out. The driver then
lost control, went through the guard
rajl. and over thie 'L0O -foot
enbankment. The impact caused the
truck’s fuel line_to fupture and torg
the filters from the oil lines. The
Jost about 11 gallons of oil and
120 gallons of diesel fucl, buf fofic
of it went into a streant‘sbout 1§ \feet
from the accident s

However, Holbrook said an eavi-

. ronmental team had to be brought in

to clean up the contaminaied soil and
then a wrecker took several hours to
retrieve the truck. That portion of the
clean-up is what caused the interstate
to have to be shut'down for seversl
hours, re-routing all the northbound
traffig onlo U.S: 25 to Berea

Fiscal Qaurt tmgll}g mle
indicted No lights, sirens for constables

The RocicmlcCo\nryFlul
Court smledtheqmofbhe

Mnmntc Fred Mullins made a
miotion to approve the devices
with ion, as laid out in

gh for
at a special meeting of thé court
Monday. =

Carloftis’ letter.

~ _ The restrictions included: no

After a short discussion of.a *

lettet to the Magistrates. from
County Judge/Executive Buzz
Carloftis," laying out the court’s
options t0.deal with the matter,

> o . g
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high-speed  pursuits; fully-
marked that meet the fis-
cal court's standards; uliform re-
quirement or at least a-badge; re-
im-icljcn of activity to county:

Historic Rockcastle Co.

By: Richard Anderkin
Some payple in this world fesl

Phillips, the grandson of the laie
Wally Phillips a former Rockcastic

like they
1o their, community and Chuln
Stanley. Phillips is pne of those
people.

is still in'the

County building

But he, Craig Clark, Gerald

of.
restoring a historic Rockcastle

Chasteén and Roland Hammond
bave already completed the outside
of what used 1o be an old coach
house. One that certainly has plenty
of history.
“If these walls could talk - oh the
stories they sould tell,” said Phillips.
Ulysses $. Grant ate lunch there.
Frank Smith was shot to death there.
A 30-year-old woman died during
childbirth and, according to one
man’s story, she still haunts the place.
Some say that you could throw
down coal dust at night at the bot-
tom of the stcps and in the morning
children's footprints would be there!
1.5, Adams kept slaves to work
thé farm and Tom Jim Ballard made

. legal whiskey there,

Verbal history even ‘sa
“Devil Bill" Adsms ran the coach
hovise, which is laepted in the Red

.VH.II Section of Rockeastle County. .

Evenif it sounds like the set of a
Walt Disney adventure- film, the
cpach house nmlnd]n-bemnme
~about 1808,

Wally Phllh;u bought the cosch
house from Thaddeus Nrew, his fa-
ther-in-law. |

Thad Drew, got the coach house
from Tom Jim’Ballard who- got it

* from J.S. Adams. -

Records’ of ownershjp of the
house are gone, were burned
with the courthouse in II‘U but

- most colorful characters, o

'nmcnunmoem|
WM S Adams, but he -

maintainéd roads dnd state high-
ways, with the excéption of a re-
quest for back-up on the Interstate
by sheriff’s. department or siate
police; a minimum of 40 hours
basic law enforcement training
and prohibition of road checks,
unless in conjunction with the
sheriff™s ent

However, Mullins' motion

g g
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M. Vernon, was struck by lightning. And then on Mondsy, the beautiful Spring weather allowed Rebecca
. “rm,Adn.-Wlﬂ(ﬂelbtv“h‘dm-ln'hmcmLTMmM-dlymn

died for lack of & second and no
other motion was made.
Wednesday, in a written state-

ment brought to the Signal,
Multins explained his reasons for
the motion:

“1 made the motion 10 permit
our county 's constables the use of
blue lights and -sirens. at
yesterday's fiscal court meeting
because of several reasons.

*I think the added visibility of
cruisers on the roads in our.com-
‘minities would help deter crime

+f think the constables, if pro-
vided lights and sirens, could add
1o the present law enforcement in
Rockcastle County ,

«The fiscal court's insurance
coverage would not be compro-
mised, because the county’s
present coverage extends to ali
law enforcement officers

*The county judge gave us
three options: approve lights and

‘sjrms; reject lights and.sirens or
approve lights and sirens with re-
strictioris.

I made the motion for the. court
to approve lights and sirens with
restrictions, including state train-
ing for law enforcement officials
and restrictions on certain types

- of activities constables could en-
gage in. This was all in accor-
dance with how one of the options
was presented

] am still convinced that con:
stables, if given permission to use
lights and sirens with specific.re-
strictions placed by the-fiscal

¢ court, could augment present law
enforcement activities and restrict
criminal-activities.

1 made the motion to permit
with restrictions, because of my
convictions; no other magistrate
seconded the motion and | respect
their opiniog. However, the
county judge had no alternative
but to pronounce the issuc dead
at the meeting.”

%/ Fred Mullins
‘Magistrate, District Four

As the first order of business
of the meeting, the court opened
;sealed bids for three voting pre-
cincts booths, located at East Mt
Vernon, Brown and West Mt
Vemon:

High bidder on the building on
Poplar Street (West Mt. Vernon)
was Novice Genfry at $1.,450;

Carol J: Martin for the Brown pre-
cinct building (Willailla) with a
bid of $550 and Donna Blanton

for the East Mt. Vernon precinct
building-(behind Cox Hardware)
with a bid of $251

Thie court also decided to sell
the Poplar Street property, on
which the precinct building was
located, to the high bidder on
Tuesday, Apnlﬂm 10 a.m. at the
site,

A permit application by RdM
Sanitation was-approved by the
court. The company has met all
requirements and was recom-
mended for approval by James E.
Renner, solid Waste coordinator.

<An extension of solid waste
haulers and conpvenience center
permits was approved -through
July 8, 2003 for: Bee Garbage
(hauler and convenience center);
I&M Garbage Service; Mink's
Garbage Service; Perkins’ Gar-

bage: Service; Riley's Garbage -

Service and Waste Management
Conainer. Service

Thé court'also passed an ordi-
nance approving the increase of
fees for the Sheriff’s Department
for the service of Civil Summons
to $30, from $20, and $20 for ar-
rest fee, from $10

The increased rates will be in.
effect upen publication in 7he
Signal and the secdnd reading of

« the ordinance at the next regular

mecting of the court

An approval of a time exten-
sion to complete work on the Ten
Foot Hole Road low water cross-
ing was received from the Divi«
sion of Emergéncy Management
The county now has until Ausut
15, 2003 to complete work for
damages received during the
flood disaster of August, 2001

The court also approved a mo-
tion by  Magistrate Billy
McKinney to work out an agreg-
ment with Beth Hamm to rent the
former Brodhead Adult Day Care
building. The building has been
vacant for sofrie time and the

magistrates felt an occupant was
needed to keep the building from
deteriorating. Rental was set in
the neighborhood of $400 plus
utility per month with-a security
deposit required

home being restored

& coach house where people.and ani-
mals rested on their long trips from
London to Richmond. The house
stands beside the original Daniel

“Boone Trail that eventually becatne

the main road Trom Indianapolis to
the Cumberland Gap.

Son# peoplé say that the reason -

the Red HillRoad was called the Old
State Road is because it was the main
thoroughfare from Ohio to Terines-
see

Though it can't be compluely
documented, legand has it that 1
Bill" Adams, one of the county
m;)
house and farm at one time. /

It is said that he owned 6,000
acres bf the land in the areq and kept
75 slaves on the place

The slaye houses were kept
across the road from thé house,

smell of the shanties in which he
housed his slaves. How “Devil Bill"
got his nickname is a matter of some
conjecture but it apparently had
something to do with the way he
treated the slaves.

JS. Adams is the first recorded
owner of the coach hiouse and the
property adjacent 1o it.

According to records in former

" County Clerk's office TJ. Ballard,

(Tom Jim) as he was better known,
mmmmm:s Adams
1872, Lintle

“Devil Bill”* apparently didn't like the

Tom Jim Ballard is atiother one
of those colorful characters whose
name has popped up in Rockcastle
County from time 1o time.

Tom Jim was the last to run the
coach house on the premises. He died
shortly after the tumn of the centary.

Tom Jim was said to be a gam-
bler. Itis also told that he played cards
whenever possibie. People have also
told that he would very often involye
passing livestock drivers in card

games and while they gambled with
olhcn he would steal a hﬂd or two
“of their livestock.

Ttis said that Tom Jim would run

a cow of pig over. the cliffs behind

the house, and the weary gamblers
would donate the affimals to the
coach house, rather than having to
fool with them. Therefore, Tom Jim
stayed in “fresh meat"
* Other.assorted legends, maybe
true, maybe not; have sprung up
house
Some ‘say when General Grant
stopped at the coach house for hunch
he was heading south with his troops
There are others who have said
that the ghost of Mrs. 'Salty Cran-
berry, who died in childbirth at the
coach house in 1831, still haunts the
;\hce and she is, after all. “buried”

(Cont. to A7)

erty of his granfather's st Red Hill, while he has been restoring the his-



