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We had 8 hoavy dusting of snow

2 cpuple weeks ago: Not erough

10 puli oui the cross country skis and
spend a lot of time falling down and
waving our legs-in the air and curs-
ing bitterly that the Good Lord didn
give us better coordination, but
_enough to get us out among the crit:
ters that have to put up'with this coid
, weather and endure it without the
benefit of modern heating devices
that most of us have in our homes.
S0 we, (Ole Blue snd me) went
hiking scross_the back- 78 1o see if
the geese were stilTon the ponds and
whéther or not the Great Blue Héron
who-inhabits the shallow edges of
those ponds was frozen into a block
of ice and grounded because he'd let
e ice freeze round his legs
“This beron, we have Mecjded, is
surely male because a female would
have had engugh sefisc to fy much
farther south where the ponds don't
freeze over and  where munnows and
crawfish are readily available for our
meals, but we are not herons.  And
who knows what fierons are think-
ing when they dedide to winter in
central Kesitucky.. Perhps this spin:
dly legged bird just wants w brag o
his fraternity brothers next spring,
that he toughed it out in Kentucky
over the-winter. It wouldn't be the
first time that a bird or a. fraternity
pledge has done something remark

ably stupid
Anyway, Ole Blue (My favorite
and only outside dog) and | went

traipsing through the snow and we *

noticed an abundance of tiny iracks
made by birds and rabbits and erea-
tures thai seemed 1o be dragging their
tails behind them. Tracks with toes
and ankles made by-créatures with
four feet instead of two unless there
is such a thing as a four-legged bird

Finally, in a huge clump of broom-
sage |-found both the beginriing and
end of ' long and treacherous trek.

1 ved my pocket knife to loosen
up the roots and pulled back the
mound of goots.. Underneath them
lay a Buge pile of feathers and straw
groamed into what was obviously &
thoughtfully developed and con
stricted nest. And obviously inhab
ited. The st wiggled and squirmed
when Liouchedit.

Ole Blue turned his head over
sidéwise and perked up his ears and
at abgut-that moment, a tiny,
colored mouse came tearing out a mi
nuscule chtrance hole at the bottom

- of-the nest, | was on my, lands and
knees and Blue was on his haunches
but the mouse came out int such a

hurry and reared up on its hind Bgs
in such a fit of fury that both of us
fell packwards

Blue tucked his tail between his
legs and backed off several steps.
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Community

sion Office on January 24; Class is |

free. Please stop by the’office, ar
call 25&100! o register and for a

~» Office Closed .
The Circuit Clerks office. will be’
closed Monday, January 20, 2003.
Meeting

The Brodhead City Council will
hold a special meeting Tutsday,
Janudgry 21, 2003 at 7 p.m, at City

. 'While Mama mouse held Blhue at
bay. | quickly replaced the chump of
broom-sedge and used my finger to
ciean out the earthen entrance hofe
that | had not previously noticed and
then | backed away myself,

. Mama mouse gave me a long stare
and then rushed back toward her den
There was a flurry of activity as she
sceatched out some dirt that had

 fallen into.the entrance and then she
poked her head back out as if 0 say.
“How dare you disturb my home!!"

1 kicked away the crust of snow
until | could find a few flat rocks 10
layoatop the disturbance I'd made
around the Ermom-sedge ¢lump-par-
tially to insulate it-—but more hope-
fully to. ward off the foxes and pos-

sums and ‘raccoons and skunks and
any other predators that Mrs. Field

_- Mouse might encounter as a result of
the atténtion | had drawn to her pri-

vacy. .
'l go back to the nest, next time

*it dnows, and look for tracks around

the entrance. If I see some, Il not
feel so guilty.

1 realize that folks ke to photo-
graph and discover nature from time
to time, but it is oh 50 easy to destroy
tives or contribute to imbalances and
we sometimes don't realize what we
are doing: Little light brown field
mice do.us not the slightest bit of
harm. They are stunningly brave and
beautiful little creatures aivd they
have enough trouble surviving their
predators without our interferénce. 1,
for one, will be content to take pho-
tos of their tracks froni now on

Ole Blue says he never inténded
to bother thém 'in the first place.

How Are Gall Stones 'I\‘e‘ted?

Presented by Dr. James Stern
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the best choice.

For somie, however, umnmm
when & person needs treatment fof gall stones. Gall
stones.are very common and most people with stones
do not'heed treatment if they have no symptoms.

-A new method of treatment is shock wave lithot-
ripsy. This method uses ultrasonic waves focused on
the stones 16 break them up. The smaller stone frag-
mmuw:llp.udnwn«hedwumeu-}ylmm.'
uieful when there is only a single stone and it is not
too large. Peoplgiusing this treatment hnvuptow%molml_y_

Mmlcovpknwdlcmwhmhnwu\ull They are only use-
ful for cholesterol stones, but these comprise 75% of all stones. Unfort-
nately, the results are relatively poor. After taking the medicine for two years, .
only about 14% have complete resolution of the stone. The expense of the
medicine is also a factor, costing over $10,000 per year.

The'medicine have side éffects including diarrhea, possible.liver dam-
age, and an elevation in the cholesterol. For 'these reasons they are used
mainly in people who are unable o tolerate the surgery.

Today, most surgeons do laparoscopic surgery to remove the gall bladder,
which requires only a few.very small incisions. The recovery period is much’

. shorter with this than when a large incision is needed and a person can retam

Dear Editor,

I would like to cnmmtnd our
newly-clected. Sheriff Darrel Daan
and his deputies, especially William
Harris, on s job wéll done.

On Saturday, I'had a truck stolen
from our parking lot and, when [ re.
ported it, Deputy Harris was there to
fill out & report within five minutes
of the call.

' When it was fecovergd on Sun-

to-work and her usual activities much sooner. It is an excellent choice for
people who meet the criteria for this procedure. -

day and | inef with him at the scene,
Deputy Harris and Constable Payne
were very courteous and very help-
ful throughout the entire situation.
We really appreciate everyone in-
volved.
+ Jeff Smithern
J&J Auction
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SHEPHERD SUZUKI

290 EKU BY-PASS EXIT 87 I-75
RICHMOND, KY (859) 624-5500 ‘
SEE OUR LARGE SELECT

W 2003 SUZUKIS IN STOCK

defrast, 187 wiles,
Fol fectory worresty!
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2002 OLDSMOBILE ALERO

mllholdnmrrysm Janu-
ary'18th at the Quail Substation on
Huwy. 70, Carryouts start h No
pm. $5 per carryout. Dine.
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children under 12.
Scr-pbookhgclul

A beginning scrapbooking class

will be taught at the Extension of-

fice on January 27 at 5:30 p.m; Cost~

registet. SR
_Preserving Heirlooms.

OPEN: MON-FRI
:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
" ‘Sat 8 a.m. -1 p.m.

290 EKU

By Pass - Richmond, KY 40475
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« MUFFLERS - OIL CHANGES - MECHANICAL REPAIRS
-mm * TRANSMISSIONS + BRAKES *
OMPUTER BALANCING + ALL PARTS & LABOR ARE
6 MONTHS/6,000 MILES

Visit us online @ www.shepherdsuzuki.com




