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McKinney brother‘s‘ple‘d
guilty to fourteen counts

Two Rockeastle County men have
pled guilty 10 14 counts each of ilfe-
gal possession of wildlife, and were
ordered by the court o pay finé to-
taling $25,000, coimplete. 150 houry
oficommunity service and serve jail
timie.

Following a two-month investiga

tion by state wildlife and boating of- -

, Michael McKinney, 22
and Jonathan McKinney, 26, both of
Mt. Vernon, were arrested and
charged in September with illegal
possession of 58 whitetail deer and
31 wild tirkey.

Both violators also had their hunt
ing licenses suspended for five gon
secutive years .

Equipment confiscated and

+ awarded 10 the Kentucky Department
of Fish and Wildlife Resources
(KDFWR) by the] court mclided 23
firearms, two bows, 12 knives, nu-

merous deer and turkey-relsted taxi-
dermy items, and a videotape of
many of the wildlife violations, along
with footage of marijuwana cultivation
and processing

The Rockeastle County Chapier
of the National Wild Turkey Federa-
tion was awarded $2,500 of the bond
monies in this case st the request of
Officer Isaacs., Kentucky State
Trooper Coby Smith also assisted in
the case, and the Rockcastle County
Attorney Jeff Burdette was instry
mental in prosecuting the offenders

“The depattment and | are very
pleased with the support” of the
county attoriey’s office on this case.

and the citizens of Rockcastle County*

who support wildlife conservation,”
s{id Officer Ixancs.

Micheal McKinney served 45
days and Jonathan McKinney 13
daiys in the Rockcastle County jail
before being released on probation

Veterans may be eligible
for help from state, feds

You may be entitled to receive
benefits from the Federal Veterans
Administration that may include
compensation for disease or injury
received while in service .

Information on pensions for war-

time veterans, survivor benefits and -

assistanct with medical expenses will
be available.

“Rockeastle County réceives over
$2 million per year from veteran ban-
effits. A

The: Kentucky Department of
Veteran Affairs provides counscling
and assistance (o veterans and depén-,
dents in filing claims fo state and
federal. veterans benefits.

This is a'service provided by the
Commonwealth of Kentucky. There
in mo charge or fee of any kind.

A veterans benafits field repre-

sentative will be in Mt. Vernon at the
Rockeastle County Courthouse on
5

Heating funds
to be provided

The Daniel Boorie Development
Council will again be administrating
the Home Eneegy Assistance Pro
gram for low income families.

The crisis component will start on
Monday, Ysfuary 6th. Benefit levels
and eligibility standards for this com
ponent will remain the same

For more information, contact
Daniel Boone Development Council
at (606) 256-5315 or siop by the of-
fice on Main Street in Mt Vemon,
Monday through Friday
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News

Editors Note: A brief look back
af the events making headlines in
Rockcastle County in 2002 revealed
tragedy, sorrow, happiness and
progress. It was also one of the most
deadly years ever on, Rockcastle
roadways. The following is a.brief
look at the year; as followed through
the pages of this publication

By: Richard Anderkin

The figst edition of the year had
a variety of stories, from murder and
mayhem,to.politics and farming

A former Rockeastle County fa-
ther anid son;. Larry Stidham and his
son James svere arresied on Christ-
mas Day and charged with murder.
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of 2002: tragedy. pollttcs and progress

The two were accused of killing
a Clay County man

A Livingston man was charge
with rape, first district constable
Tommy Bullen was charged with
trafficking in cocaine and the first Ky
resident 10 ever sue the state in an
effort to implement mandatory gar
bage collectivn, Jerry Waddlg-of
Livingston died.

Mt. Vernon councilman Jack
Rennér fijed for Mayor and
Rockeastle County Board of Educs
tion. member Sam Stallsworth filed
for Sheriff

Local farmers leimed they would
share in ancther $425,000 in funds
from the nationwide tobacco settle-

ment and a Brodhead man was a¢
cused of participating.in a $20 mil-
lion scam against McDonalds

The RCHS girls varsity won the
Tennessee and Holiday Hoopla tour-*

. naments over the holidays and the

boys vairsity won the McCreary Cen-
tral tourmey and placed third at
Berea's tournament.

County Judge-Executive Buzz
Carloftis filed for re-election snd
former Jailer and Sheriff Billy Kirby
threw his hat into the rig against
current Jailer James Miller.

+ The RCHS Dance Team placed
secotd in a national competition in
Gatlinburg and six RCHS football
players received all state honors.
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The transfer of ownership of
Sowdet Nursing Home to Rockcastie
Hospital Inc:, was completed and 15-
year-old Aaron Poynter died in a
single vehicle wreck on Sweetwater
Road.

Disgruntled customers of Char-
ter Communications askegrfor help
with their. problems. from the Mt
Vemon City Council and possibly
the worst news'in recent years for the
Rockcastle County economy came
from Mt. Vernon Plastics,

Plastics officials announced that
129 more employees at the plant, lo-
calted in Rockcastle Industrial-Park
#1, would lose their jobs. At one time
Plastics employed 400 people, but the
job cuts in January and at other times
‘before then reduced the force to only
120 people.

State Repqﬁennuvt Danny Ford
filed for re-clection and a total of 61
candidates filed by the deadline_for
the May Primary, including all
county incumbent office holders.

In February Charter Commu-

i gser atiended
Council meet-
ing and discussed lhe poor service his
cable company was providing to
county resident.
© The GM had few answers for the

. council and crowd and he made no

apologies for the poor service. He
would later attend another meeting

Stanford Attorney J. Paul Long,
ademocrat filed to run for State Rep-
resentative against Danny Ford a re-
publican, after the state extended the
filing deadline because of a dispute
over district lines,

Mt. Vernon Mayor Karen King
filed for re-election and an audit of
the city’s finances for fiscal year 1999
revealed that the city Iud -pem
$352,000 more than they had bud-

goted.

. Rockeastle Fiscal Court Admin-
istrative Assistant Anna Rose Mullins
was honored for 30 years of service
to the county and & local man,

Everett McClure, helped a TN
woman escape from a kidnapper at
the Marathon Station in Renfro Val
ley.

Rockeastle County School Su
perintendent Larry Hammond got a
one year extension on his contract

clal scissors.

making it good throtgh August of
2005 and local firefighters com
plaimed to the 911 board about the
way some of their calls were being
handled by 911 dispatchers.
RCHSjunior Tammy Dees was
Cont. to A-S
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