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Mt. Vernon ngh School Reunion

Asterisks & Gold Stars
By Albert E. Griffin

On Saturday evening, September.
8th, a hundred eighty some odd of us
gathered at the Rockeastle County
Middle School to celebraté our an-
nual reanion of the old Mt. Vemon
High School. Twoclasses were hon-
ored: the Class of 1951, who had
graduated fifty years ago; and the
Class of 1968. A criteria of our group
is that you must be graduated thirty-
three years before you are invited.
Ourfratemity isunique inmany ways
buta particularly interesting distinc-
tion is that there are only four more
classes tobeadded. Why? After 1972
the old Mt Vernon Grade/High
School was no more. We bowed to
progress and change. Those graduat-
ing after that date would graduate
from Rockcastle County High School.

.M. NEWS wmld begin to filter into
ML Vernon.. .and the restof the world
about a "homrcndous” terrorists ate

" tack ‘on the World Trade Center in

New York City, on the Pentagon in
‘Washington, D.C., and a fourth
strange crash of ‘another commercial
jetin Pennsylvania. As the news un-
foldéd we would begin to hear words
of remembrance about Pearl Harbor,
“The day that will live in infamy.”
Before the day was over we would
find out that it was, indeed, another
day that will live in infamy.

T was seven years old when the
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. Dur-
ing the developing years of World
War I, children would hear awful
stories of death and destruction. All
over America, in county-seat towns,
huge giant

could identify, Billy Hiatt read his
"now famous® Ode io a M. Vernon/
Brodhead Basketball Gm As he

Mrs. Nancy Helton was our favorite
_ teacher and she moved with us the
" next year o the second room 1o the
left from the front door...and grade

four. Over there to the right, when

entering the frant door...behind the
wasfifth grade....and

read it we all

Ruby:

it were the hallways that were so
familiar (o all of us. There were a
coupla of rows of scats around the

.on floor level, but many fans
M irs and a‘few sat around
that hilcony-hind of scating

she drew on her blackboard. Her sis-
ter, Hazel McKenzic, taught way over
there behind the stage...our sixth
grade teacher. Then we moved tothe
west side of the gymnasium and the
seventh grade. Rose Helion Jones
was a teacher and we

the structure. Large pull-down
‘wooden shades were above

would always remember Kentucky
history because of her projects, in-
i forts

our heads. Th
for special
am'ns ;hyi p.rhn-ux fimes

stems. From there we went (o the last
room bci'mt cnlmng the hallway to
there

And
u»bundplay:donmemaoﬂhe
south end of the gymnasium. Early

were erccted to honor the service
personnel rrom our respective coun-
ties. Th “ourt House

on the old was simply
numbers that could be turned to dis-
play the score. Later a lighted

1 had the honored disti of
being president this past year. Each
yeara group of us gather at least three
times prior to the Reunion (0 make
plans for the celebration. Fursm.ual

in Mt. Vernon, our patriotic citizens
honored our "boys” by placing the
names of all those who were smung
our nation around the” world.” Be-

was located in the south-

west corner...manipylated by some
scorekeeper,..as I remember, Grant
Taylor.
The floor

old was

onthe northwest comer...and Albert
Albright

Asterisks! So many asterisks!
Nowdafier our most recent “day that
will live ininfamy.” after Sepiember
11, 2001...our world has changed
forever. Hopefully we'll mect again
next year on the second Saturday in
September. Butitllneverbe the same.
]I r’mlu is! And we'll never be the
f the countless aster-

years | have been
designingand :mdncmgl]\c?mgram

were gold
stars: We were only children, m we

uneven. wavy.
And Charlic Hines was always therc
e

i
to design the ngmm I now sit be-
fore a monitor to set the type and
place graphic images of theold school
iin their proper places. It is a tri-fold
design. Onone page welist the names
of all the former presideriis, begin-
ning with Mr. John Lair. On another
page we place the names of those
who are fifty-year graduates.” On a
third page we add the names of the
incoming class...now thirty-three
years since i

Special young men who had paid the
supreme. sacrifice, having given their
lives in battic. Sometimes 1 would
stand before that giant billboard in
awe, and my eyesverc riveted (o the
gold stars.

Some ofus were in the Mt Vernon
Grade/High School Band. During
those daysof World Warl,onEaster
Sunday morning we would gather to
honor the Risen Lord. Our band di-
rector was Mr. Bragg Thompson,

Asterisks! On these three pages
we are carcful to designate those who
are deccased by placing asterisks
before their names, Remember, we
arc a pant of a long history of gradu-
ates, going back to 1910...or there-
about. Weonly listthe "deceased” on
thebefore-mentioned pages. Somany
asterisks pow...just on these three
pages! I chn't begin to comprehend
how many have gone before us.

At the beginning of our program,
as is our tradition, I asked for those
present to stand and we bowed our
heads for a moment of silent com-
memoration. For some the momentis
10 remember those in olir respective
classes who may have died during
the past year. Or, for some of us, we
honor our entire heritage as much as
possible.

Liule did we know on Saturday
night what would happen on Tucs-
day, September 11th, Around 9:00

cin front of

rial, in our thin, white trousers and
second-hand maroon band’ jackets,
wewouldplay "Low InThe Grave He
Lay" and listén to speakers talk about
our"beloveddead.” My undeveloped
reasoning could not comprehend all
that was going on. It was oo awe-
some, 100 sacred, too frightening to
understand. Tt would not be until
many, many years later, when in Eas-
ter Sunrise services that [ would con-
duct, I would begin (0 understand!
All the "beloved dead. .. who died in
the Lord" would be resurrected as
Jesus was resurrected. In that early
timein frontof the memorial I thought:
it would be especially truc for those
whohad given their lives for America.

All of us there on Saturday night
were remembering. Some were no-
ticing the asterisks and sadness crept
into our joyful gathering...a kind
of...sweet sadness. The old Mt
Vernon High School had more
uniqueness than any single. person

2001 Rockcastle Co.
Little League
Picnic

them side by side, sweeping up the
fallen popcorn and other "forcign
objects” o make the floor safe for the
awesome players. During the awful
World War IT; when there weren't
cnough men left in our community,
men like Charlic Hines coached the
baskeiball teams.

Asterisks and gold stars were sig-
nificant to a patriotic group of Mt.
Vernon  graduates  who
remembered...kinda sadly...and
very proudly. Someone mentioned
the special teachers, the men and
women who molded us into what we
arc. | think Glean Vanwinkle men-
tioned Mrs. Dorothy Landrum and
smiles broke out everywhere. We
remembered her snapping her fin-
gers 5o loudly...and we were obedi-
ent 10 her provocative, innovative
ways. Bill Landrum, Mrs. Ruth
Blazier, Clyde Linville, Miss Myntle
Bryant, Albert Albright, Jack
Laswell...on and on!

‘There on the program is a picture
ofthe school weentered...at the front
door...and progressed from one
room, from oncclass toanother. .till
finally we graduated. Looking at the
front of that picture. . .the first.room
10 the left was the first grade...and
some of us remembered Ruby Bul-
lock, our first teacher, To the
right...the first room was the second
grade and some of us remeqpber
Shirley Chrisman. The next room (o
our right was the third grade room.

Refreshments
Community
Booths
Door Prizes

h A 4

|sks and gold stars.

Mt. Vernon High School Officers

Shown above are officers for the 2002 organization. From lefi arc: Glenn
VanWinkle, vice-president; Pat Noc Baker, treasurer; Patsy Cummins
Bamette, president; Carol Jean Purcell Riddle, secretary and Albert E.
Griffin, outgoing president

Class of 1951

17 members of the Class of 1951 were present for the Mt. Venon High School Reunion on Saturday, September

8th. Shown above are seven of those graduates, front row from left: Ottis Noe, Nancy Noe Trexler, Paul Cumins,
Rose Katherine Fred Tusler and Cynthia Hayes Rose. Back row from lefi: Hobert Harmon and Tom Payne.

Open House
Parent/Teacher Conference

Sunday, September 23rd
2:00 p.m.
RCMS Cafeteria

* Meat & Drinks will be provided
e Please bring a covered dish
¢ All participants and parents invited

Rockcastle County
High School
Thursday, September 27,

* - 2001
3:15—-6:15 p.m.

For Sale - Livestock Protection Dogs
Ttalian: Maremma - Abruzzese

“Good with cows, sheep, goats, horses & kids™ 2 -

3:15-6:15 Teachers avallable to conference with parents

Great Family Companion %
ch rish'n as Week Pups + - 4:30-5:00 How parents can help students develop higher order thinking skills. Presented by GEAR UP.
- +  4:30-5:30 Students want to checkout a laptop computer and/or digital camera? Attend the first required training m
Special Price * $150 each (Male & Female) Laptops provided by the 21st CCLC.
Send $50 to hold pup for you and pay $100 + 600 RCHS Lady Rockets vs. Southwestem Pulaski Volleyball match “all parents will receive a FREE ticket for admission”
when you pick up pup! «  Visit Rockcastle Area Technology Center Teachers and Bogoths to discuss vocational student needs
Pup will be $200 for those who do > '
not reserve one! Mid-term progress/deficiency reports were sent with on Wednesday, Sep 19

Call Doug Brock
606-758-8621 Days or
606-256-3171 Nights

Parents are working dogs on

Brock’s North Hill farm tad

| i
Help Support “Lights On Afterschool” spénsored by the 21st Century Community Learning Center
Rockcastie County High School and Rockcastie County Area Technology Center
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