There's only two things that

money can't buy and that's true love,

and home grown ‘maters.

I was visiting Steve and Rita
Ibershof¥ in the late 80's a few miles
north of that stale’s shoreline on the
Gulfof Mexico when I first heard that
line from a song beinig sung live by
somebody on a public radio station.

"Home grown t'maters. Home
grown Umaters. Love to serve em up
with a big plate of taters. Only two
things that money can't buy And that's
true love and home grown Umaférs-"

The song was, typical of public
radio performers, about five minutes
long and addressed 3 few political
issues between guitar riffs but the
ultimate truth is that no tomato is
anywhere near as tasty or as appreci-
ated as the ones you grow yourself.

You can go to your neighbors'
gardens and pick a basket-full. Or to
the Amish Farmer's Market where
litle gi¥ls in black. ankle-length
dresses and.bonnets assure you that
the tiree-pounder you are admiring
was fertilized with nothing stronger.
than horse manure and that they. per-
sonally. squashed, between thumb
and forefinger, every bug that got
within a mile of the tomato patch.
Little Amish girls will catch a beetle
and tum it into pulp between a snap
of thumb and forefinger to demon-
strate to you that, even though they
have high regard for life and liveli-
hood, they are more than willing to
annihilate any attack on their toma-
toes.

And then you wish that youT son
was as brave as these fearless little
Amish girls and you try to figure out
a way to get him dating one of these
girls because you figure they could
straighten him out in a hurry, oo, by
grabbing onto his earlobe and pre-
tending it was a beetle and you would
not mind, at all, having a daughter-
in-law so incredibly pretty and indus-
trious. E

But if you have put the plant in
the ground yotrslf and properly
nourished and cultivated it yourself,
and picked it yourself and maybe
even kissed its perfect-skin before
you laid it upon the window sill an
extra day so it can get absolutely.
plumb, dead-ripe. you know without
my telling that that nothing is quite
as good as a home grown tomato, As
much as you love and respect the
litde Amish girls and all they do to
grow the perfect tomato, it dawns on
you at breakfast when you slice it at
room temperature that you have
never tasted a tomato ax good as the
one you grew yourself.

The only way to have a home
LFOWN [Omalo is 1o grow it yourself
and it does not require 3 great dealof
effort

Those of you who follow the col-
umn know that Beréa College Stu-
doat and Inter at my placc'ol work.
Patty Tarquino, spent the summer in
my house. Patty and I raised oodles
of tomatoes in our spare time along
with many other vegetables and our
garden was exceptionally productive.
We tilled and toiled and our harvest
was shared with our friends and co-
workers in the form of mariy dozens
ofearsof com, gallons of beans, egg-
plant. peppers. and the like.

But sometime during the summer
a tomato plant "volunteered” in the
flower bed that lines the walkway
coming into my house and | was un-
der much pressure from Loretta and
other members of the household to
put it in the garden where it could
grow properly. I suspected that it was

a hybrid seed and that the fruit would
be cherry tomatoc: 1don't like
and consider a nuisance so the plant
kept on growing because nobody
wanted to assume the guilt trip nf
plling it up and tossing it like any
other weed.

The last thing 1 wanted to do was
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Saturday, September Ist was the
day sct aside for the Graves and Price
Reunion at the Graves community
center at Blue Springs. This has been
an ongoing get together every fall for
several years, Since | am not known
as a reporter of events this may not
be complete nor satisfactory to all the
attendants. 1I"'m sorry about that. But,
just like my sweet and sour column,
1 do the best I can.

This year, the reunion was held on
Saturday instead of the usual Sunday

soa few msmhsrwmu Graves clan
y have missed it. | know there
were a few not present | had
looked forward 1o séeing and a few
that were new to me so Fdid get ac
quainted with kinfolk, or those mar-
ricd to kinfolk” that widened my
knowledge of the wonderful family
Mat made me a part of when I mar-
ried him

As el and younger faces of kin-
folks began filling places at the table
where the matrons and patrons of the
Graves clan once sat, [ realized the
matrons now wete Verna, John

(Cont. to A-3)

spend eflort transplantiny it and be-
fore anybody knew what was gomg
on it began blooming and the main
stalk thickened to:a plant that looked
more like a tree. Maybe all these ter-
rorists running around the country
can snuff out a blooming tomato
plant. but I can't-do it and so an-
nounced to my family. By mid-Au-
gust the plant was heavily laden with
tomatoes that obviously were not
cherries. Some of them were already
soft-ball sized and growing.

2000 Ford Focus Wagon
14,000 Miles

11,995

On August 20 (| marked it Sithe
calendar) there were 38 tomatoes on
this single vine and I asked Patty to
‘make a recount to be sure. Then |
used 2 fillet knife to trim back
bundles of extra vine that we were
tripping through to get into the house.

gathered in some stakes, and bunched
the tomatoes up on them. My best
guess is that the: fruit laden plants
weighed at last 50 pounds.

At this writing we arc picking to-
matoes for everyone we know and all

-
we carreatin the house from a single
plant. I'm saving seed even though |
know for a'fact that the plant is cross-
bred and the fruit next year may be
cherry tomatocs.

We still have thirty or so plants in
the garden that have done their due
with exception to a new set here or

there that we will use for fried green

tomatoes and a ripe onc if we have
patience. We sincerely-even fer-
vwlly-— hope thé Amish kids are do-
ing as well.

And who knows. Like | slld. I'm

a

saving seed from the flower bed to-
mato and if you want a few. just send
mic a sclf addressed, stamped enve-
Tope and Il see that you get them. If
they come up tommy-tocs, (cherry to-
matoes) please know that that's what
1 expected them to be this year.

In the meantime I' m having them
for breakfast and supper every day
and there’s nothing money can buy,
that tastes this good. Not even true
love.

The address-is Ike Adams, 249
Charlie Brown Road, Paint Lick. KY
40461

We may look like outlaws,
but we won't hold up up!

GT, 2 Dr., Sunroof

14,995

2000 Ponfiac Grand Prix

2000 Buick Regal LS

Luke Gooch

Loaded

$13,500

2001 Mercury Grand Marquis
Loaded

516,500

1996 Pontiac Grand Am
55'

V6, Local, Low Ks

995/453 Mo.

2001 Pontiac Grand Am SE, 40r, Auto, Loaded, 5K....

2000 Ford Contour SE...

2000 Chevy Lumina, Full Powe ..
2000 Dodge Intrepid, Loaded, Spoiler

$13,995

1999 Pongiac Grand Prix, Loaded,40:.... ‘10, 995/!111 Mo.

1999 Saturn SL2, 4 r, Auto, Loaded ...
1998 Saturn SL2, 20r, Alloys,5 Speed..........
1996 Pontiac Sunfire GT, 20r, Lol

$Save

~2001 Ford Windstar

5 Dr., Rear Air

$9,995/4193 Mo,
. 48,995/4189 Mo.

1998 Mercury Mountaineer
4WD, Sunroof, Leather, Low Ks

$ave

1999 Pontiac Grand AM GT; v6, 23K Sunroof ..o

1998 Chevyglumina, Loaded ..

1998 Ford Taurus SE, Loaded, Like New .

1998 Chevy Cavalier, 4Dt Aito, Low Miles..
1997 Plymouth Neon, 4 0r. Auto, Low Miles..
1996 Chevy Camaro, Auto,Low Miles,Local...
1997 Saturn, 4 0r, 56K, Local Trade ......

.35,995/4153 Mo.

Save
. $7,995/%167 Mo.
... 18,995/189 Mo.
.#7,500/*156 Mo.
$5,995/4152 Mo.
$6,995/4184 Mo.
.. %6,995/4159 Mo.

2000 Jeep Cherokee :
4x4, Loaded, 1,000 Miles

$ave

»

Save

2000 Chevy Blazer LS

4x4, 4 Dr,, Loaded

1999 Dodge Caravan, vs 40x
$10,500/4199 Mo.

1999 Jeep Wrangler
4x4, Air, Power Steering

1 $ave

1997 GMCJimmy SLE

4Dr,, 4x4, Sunroof, Low Miles

Save

1998 Ford F-150 XL
$7I

8 ft. bed

500/159 mo.

Trade-ins Wholesale to Public
1986 Chevy C-10, 84x4 ..

1995 Mercury Villager Van
1985 Chevy C-10, Short Bed, Restored, dx4
1993 Buick Skylark, 4 br,V6,70,200ks
1993 Olds Bravada, 4 Dr., 4x4, Runs Great ...
95 TAURUS, 65K wonseeenes 3,000 94 Cad. DeVille
1,995 91Voyager Van,....... °1,500
41,000 96 Taurus, GreatCar .... *3,995
91ToyotaTercel....... 2,995 90 Chevy Corsica......... ‘800
90 Cad. DeVille ... 2,500 84 Chevy C-10,v8,Auto *2,

2000 Chevy $-10, 6, Auto, 10K ...
' 2000 GMC Sierra, 8 Auto, 10K
1999 Ford Ranger XLT, ve, Auto,LowKs. $10,995/2212 Mo.
1999 Dodge Dakota SLT, 6, Auto, 4xé, Loaded ... *13,995
1998 Mercury Villager Van, ¢ aptain Chairs Loaded Mirt . °10,995/229 Mo.
1998 Chevy S-10 LS, Low Miles 8,995/5189 Mo.
1998 Ford F-150, X-Cab, 5.4 V8, Auto, 44, Lariat
1997 GMC Sonoma SLE, Sport Side, 6, Auto, 4x4, Lots of Extras ...
1996 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo, LowMies . 11,995

11,995
514,995

Eva Graves-Jones, 92, performing with the “New Paved Highway Band™
at the 2001 Graves Reunion held recently. Members of the band are,
from left: Robbie McFerron, Mike McFertonzJerry Pingleton and Benton
Doan.

e — —
Mount Y ignal
nt Yernon Signal
Publication Number 366-000
Periodical Postage Paid in Mt. Vernon, Ky. 40456
606-256-2244
Published every Thursday since November, 1887. Officesin the Mt.
Vernon Signal Building on Main Stréetin Mt. Vernon, Ky, 40456,
, send address changes to P.O. Box ‘185, Mt. Vernon,
Kentucky 20456.

James Anderkin, Jr, Publisher Emeritus - Richard F. Anderkin - Edior
Perlina M. Andorkin - Managin Editor
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
" InCounty - §16.75 Yr. Our- of-County In State §21.75 Yr...
Out-of-Srate $30.00 Yr.
c-mail address - mvsignal@sun-spot.com

Town & Country Motors

Great Selection of Hand-Picked Vehicles

Top Dollar on Trade-Ins e Different Inventory Weekly

Larry Gooch = Tommy Gooch
Andy Hiatt, Owners

Our Reputation Speaks for Itself




