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It was dark enough when we got
back to the Hunstville/Oneida exit
for-me to'sec the lap top screen well
enough to typej So with Rashad
scrouged up in the middle and
Pattykins behind the wheel of my
pick up, we are taking the best thing
1o ever comeout of Tennessee—I-75
North on our way back to Berea.

Why s it that a round strip to
Knoxville from Central Kentucky
feels like you're going up hill both
ways except for that one little Tull that
involves going down the Kentucky
«side of Jellico Mountain?

Patty Tarquino is a college sopho-
more at Berca and has been renting
daughter Jennifer's old room while
summer-inteming at FAHE where we
work together. She is from Maryville,
Tennessee and | agreed to pick her
up after she spent the last four days
on a long everdue visit home.

_ Rashad is Patty's main squecze and
“at the moment 1 suspect he ifwon-
dering how well advised this road trip
really was. Every time [ hit the shift

rakes Rashad’s rib cage.

1"m sure he's thinking to himself
right now, the squeezing could have
waited another few hoursafierall. In
the meantime I'm having my own
second thoughts about the wisdom of
teaching Patty to drive a standard

ift.
Actually she taught herself after I
got in with her and explained the
principles and functions of a hydrau-
lic clutch. Now thatshe has mastered
. Charlic Brown Road hax its

first new coat of Blacktop since the
say that Patty
holes and put us over

drivi

Warof 1812. Let
dug a few n
the hump.

But already we are in Kentucky
so 1 don't have to worry about the
Tennessce law throwing the book at
my Kentucky tags. We came down
Jellico Mountain in free fall. Now I
have to-worry about the Kentucky
boys taking it casy on my driver who
seems (o think that she is an Andretti.

“What happens if you don't write
your column for a week.” Rashad

2000 Pontiac

2000 Chevy

key with my lefi hand. my elbow

wants to know. The Inm is nntmbuc
but I ighore it anywa:

Actually, Patty hu pretty. much
become my chauffeur over the last 7
weeks or-$0 and it's nice 10 be able
to have the luxury of checking out

7 and cattle and flower gardens
on 21 between Paint Lick and Berea
here

every day.. I've lived here 25 years

| and I've been driving that for nearly

20 but I'm noticing things in the
neighborhood that never would have
«caught my attention.

Nothing astounding, mind you,
but there are several old cats who lie
on the same porches in the. same
places every day. Some evening soon
I'm going to bark like an angry dog
when we drive by and see if they re-
ally are alive.

Patty will be mortified but embar-
rassing here once or twice a week

* keeps her on her tocs.

I'm also amazed at the number of
squirrels on 21. [ usedto wonder why
1 saw so many dead. but that's no
longer the case. I'm now amazedthat
there are more because when you
have time and opportunity to pay at-
tention you will notice squirrels in
nearly every tree. However, do not
try to make this observation and drive
atthe same time and don't be calling
your drivr’s attention to anything ex-
cept the double yellow line.

I've shown Patty where several
wrecks have happened that | can de-
scribe in vivid detail. She watches the
road like a hawk and has its every
little twist and tum memorized. She
knows that if she doesn't drive to suit
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meI'm gonna break outintoa graphic
oration about the most recent wreck
but in all honesty that hasn't hap-
pened in weeks now.
"The best thing about the summer
is this big truck,” she says.
"Wonder how well it ndm in the

Om Rem/m

bed? Maybe | could get in the 100l
box,” Rashad muses.
"Heck man, the colur
already.” I tell him.
“Can I write it if we ever do this
again.” he wants to Imow_’

is doné

Wiite

will go u:d:(_uanA!d:l Preser-
vation Committee whichl is collabo-
rating with the Forest Service 1o es-
tablish a Walking Tour Park at the
Battle Site.
~Weare currently researching data
for publication concerning cvents
mmuxy and non-military :egmﬂng
tle and-the Army occupation
mlmu:-:um with local civilians. If
you have pictures or information of
mmwrs or know former citizens

Dear Editor:

1 wroic the editor and they printed
itlast weck. Someone gotinto a tizzy
about what [ wrote. 1 stand behind

billson whoevermoves into the build-
ingand CV still has to buy their food,
then why couldn't they of stayed in
Brodhead. Feel free to write 100.
Mayzell Ries
Brodhead, KY

1

Dear Editor:

than onc hundred employecs, the
Plant is still making moncy.
Iwoulduyﬂmmrmeyursme
Berea Plant has produced a good por-
tiog of the money to expand and buy

other companics.

But, now the employees have
reached the average age of 55, and
most have worked 30 years or more.
Their benefits are costing more than
thenew companies they have bought.
It seems we have helped them to
make money, butnow they don‘t want
to share their profit with us. The
pay they are sﬂmz )

lam
Parkes Scal's closing of the Berea
Plant.

Thave worked at Parker Seal since
Junc 14, 1966 (35 years). Gn May 4,
2001, General Manager Kurt Keller
announced the Plant would be clos-
ing as of September 30, i

The reason he gave was, the
economy is bad, the Plant is old, and
they have bought some other compa-
nics that can handle the work that we
have. He did not meal#n that even
though they have cut us down (o less

“I've been in business a
ong time and I've never
seen better vehicles or

lower prices.”
2000 Chevy

2000 Nissan

Luke Gooch

2000 Dodge

$12,500/:265 Mo.

$5,995/4159 Mo.

Grand Prix Impala Monte Carlo || Altima GXE Intrepid
GT,2 Dr,, Leather, Sunroof Loaded, Spoiler Loaded, 15K 4Dr, Loaded, 12K Loaded, 22K
$15,450/4285 Mo. || *13,995/:269 Mo. {|*15,995/:289 Mo. || 13,750/:266Mo. | |*13,500/:262 Mo.
. 2000Buick || 2000Ford | 2001Buick || 2001 Pontiac || 2001 Pontiac

Regal Contour || 1LleSabre ||GrandPrixGT || Grand AM
+Dr., Loaded Auto,Power Pkg. Every Option 40r,12K 4Dr, Loaded, 4K
$12,995/262 Mo. | | %9,995/5195 Mo. ||*18,500/334 Mo. ||*15,500/:285 Mo. | |14,500/:269 Mo.
2000 Ford *|| 1998 Chevy Mi:s?ﬁshi 1998 1998
FocusWagon || Cavalier . Saturn Satum
i SEMUK 00 Aite. A ECIIPSE 4Dr, Remote Entry Auto, 2 Dr, Sunroof
$ SEpar Back Spoder WindowTiot 20 [ | Power Pkg, 29K Leather, Loaded, 31K
12,995/4262 Mo. | | *6,995/5149 Mo. $10,995/235 Mo.|| *7,750/4169 Mo. $10,500/5225 Mo.
1998 Toyota 1996 Pontiac 1981 Chev. 1999 Ford
Camry LE Grand Am Corvette (/.. Taurus
4Dr,, Loaded, Gold Pkg., Spoiler, 34K 4Dr, V6, Local 50K - Nice Loaded

$ave

°8,995/+189 Mo.

Truck

Vans - 4x4

1996 Jeep Grand
Cherokee Laredo

51‘1,9,95/‘312‘Mo.

1998 Ford
F-150

#8ed
47,200/%155 Mo.

1989 Dodge

Caravan
V6

$10,500/:207 mo.

*15,500/:285 Mo.

2000Ford |,
Windstar Van

LX, 4 Dr., Rear Air

2000 Dodge

Grand Caravan.
SE, Rear Air, 4 Dr., Child Seats

$14,995/:292 Mo.

1996 Ford
Explorer XLT

4x4, Local

$10,995/:286 Mo.

1998 Jeep

Cherokee
Classic, 4x4, Loaded

$12,995/:272 Mo.

$13,995/:269 Mo

1999 Dodge
Dakota SLT

V6, Auto, 4x4

Lots More
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Great Selection of Hand-Picked Vehicles
Top Dollar on Trade-Ins ¢ Different Inventory Weekly
Our Reputation Speaks for ltself
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By Week-End

Several Good C
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s and Trucks
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St
et By e

792-6958

suveusns:: joke!

or interacted with
the Battle in any way and would like
o have it published in the book, con-
tact David Owens at Rt 5 Box 198,
M. Vemon, KY or phonc (606) 256-
9870 or rescarch assistant Stacy
Richards at the Rockcastle County
Library.

‘We hope to have much input from
the Rockcastle community and look
forward to hearing your history and
stories. *

Kind Regards,
Prescrvation Commitice

Dear Editor:
Inresponsetoa letterinlast week's

§3,800, per employee before taxes.
We can buy COBRA for 18
months. That would put some of usat
the age where no one will insure us.
And:[lhcy would we couldn't afford

i
1T buy the COBRA, whenit stops

I will be without insurance for almost *

four years before I éan get Medicare.

In 1988, the compdlly tried 10 de-
certify the Union, bul failed. The
word was, they would get us. So the
Berea employees feel the reason for
closing is age and Union.

‘The Plantmay be 50 ycars old, but
itis in betier shape now than it ever
was.

In 1996, when the Tomado almost
wiped us out, Bo Bullock and the
1o work

Signal, I agree with Sam

that we often forget to recognize the
importance of men and women who
_mmmfaemerp.m servicesthat
benefit our communitics. We on the
fiscal court recognize the value of
these fire departments and records
show that we have greatly increased
the funding from the County given to
the departments over the past several
years. While we recognize the im-
portance of the departments and ad-
mire the selfless volunteerism for our
communities, wealso realize the fund-
ing we provide is really not adequate
to meet all the needs of the local
departments. Because the state di-
rects so much of our County's fund-
ing, we have severe limitations on
how ruch we can support our local

d

up and kept on making O-Rings ata
profit. Bo rebuilt the place like new.
That says a lot for the employees
working together to make it work.
We have a new Banbury, a new Sili-
con Work Cell and a new Ryker
Room, and lots of room for other
machines. We arc prepared 1o make
o Sotheold

WAS Vi

the County had provided no assis-
ance, however, in the Mulling Sta-
tion Road chemical incident. After
all, 1 personally directed Bonnic
Roark, the CSEPP director at that
time for Rockcastle County and my
cemployee, mrcspundm the concem.

building couldn't be the reason.

Onc paper stated that we made the
O-Ring in the shuttl¢ that blew up.
‘That has nothing to do with the clos-
ing."Parker wasn't held responsible
for that.

The city of Berea and the busi-
nesses in Berea should try to help
keep this plant here. [t will bea great
loss for them when it is closed.

1 don't think Parker's Board of
Directors realize U

The County
within three minutes after having re-
ceived the call.

24 hoursa day, Bonnic Roark wasthe
paid County employce on duty who
had received state training for just
such incidents. I was suprised, there-
fore, when Sam Sull\wnnh wrole in
h:s leter Ill:ll the

Bonmc Roark
wmhc lcprl:s::n tative for the Comnty

will be losing, and how many "Help
Jobs™ we do for the other plants. This
move will hurt the company more
than they realize.
Ruth Holman
Crab Orchard, KY

Tothe Citizens of Rockcastle County,

“The National Forest Service has
authorized local historian David
Owensto writcabook about the Civil
War Battle thatoccurred October 21,
1861 at Wildcat Mountain just south
of the Laurcl-Rockcastle border on
US 25. The pmimds from the sales

onsit in
charge. [ agree that she is a capable
person. 1 would nothave hired her for
this important job had I thought oth-
erwise.

I am pleased with our County's
responsc (o this incident and am very
proud of the volunicer firemen and
others who gave their time without
compensation, [ wasalso pleased with
the County employee’s commitment
during the emergency.

Respectfully,
Buzz Carloftis
County Judge-Exccutive

Wild About Readingl
Wild About
Our Library Weekl|

RONALD MC DONALD

Thursday, July 26th * 1 p.m.
Closing Activities for the Summer Reading Program.
Prizes will be awarded to the top readers in the countyin cach
age group category! Refreshments will be served! Come on
out and have a delightful time as we celebrate our Library.
Remember: All completed reading logs with your name, a

must be turned in o a librarian no later than chis Saturday, July 215t

Contact: Kathy McKibben - Children’s and Young Adult Librarian
July 23rd - 26th
Tuesday @ 1 p.m.
STorY HOUR AND CRAFTS - AGE 2 - 15T GRADE
Tuesday @ 3 p.m.
INTERMEDIATE CRAFTS
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