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non ;’ugual

‘Coroner says
shooting was
another suicide

suicide this week in Rockcaste

County.
Rotkcastle Coanty Coroner Bill
Dowell-said that |P«J|_lw-um

Smithfield Pennsyfvania. in his
Toyota p:l—w, which he had pulled
off the side of the n-d around 2:30
pm. Priday.

Dowell said thay Sution had shok
Nimself in the head. An autopsy was
ordered in the case

Dowell said Sutton did hot hyve
anly identification on him when he
was found - but that the licenso plate
provided enough information for m-
thorities 10 begin the search for his
identity

Sution's fmily members had r¢-
poried him missing carlic? in the week
and heé had left o suickle now in
Penasylvania

No foul play is suspecied in the
case, which is being investigated by
Dowell and Kentucky State Police
Detective Gary Lane g

Court looks
at.$6.5 million
county budget

The Rockcastle Coubty-Fiscal
Court gint & look 4 the county’s budget

. forthe coming fiscal year, at cafled

meeting Tuesday morming

The wial county budget for the
fiscal year, which will start lmJuIv I,
13 $6.5 millich. 1

Right ow the budget is only ten
tative and the court will approve the
final budger at the June meeting of
Ihe court.

As it stands right now the tourt
plans to spend $880,000 in the gen
eral fund, $930,000 in e road fund,
$750,000 in the: jail fund, $250,000 in
the 911 fund; $300,000 in the eco
nomic assistant fynd, $54,000 in the
CSEPP fund, ‘5‘ 000 in the LGEA
fund, $83,000 in the Office of Justice
Program and $3.15 million oo the
Keotucky-Couniry Music Hall of
Fame fund.

{Couit. to A-11)

Mike Girtes, 1élt and Shane Edward wa \uﬂ member, show off the 24 pl-um! turkey Gates recently killed on

hiis Jand a1 Pine Hill

Rose Brown chosen for
position at central office -

Rockcastle County School Su
endent Larry Hammond an

peril

‘nounced his woek' that ML Vemon,

Elementary School principal Rose

Brown had been hired-as the new

. Director of Student Services for the
Jocal school systesh.

Brown who has been in the edu-

cation field- for the -last 21 years
served the last six as principal at Mt
Vemon, Before that she wats assistant

{Cont. to A-11)
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Gates project

at Pine

Hill

well imderway

By: Richard Anderkin

" At lcast one of the lawsuits the
Rockaastle County|Fiscal Court i
involved in may sooh be coming 10
clost

Last week Rockcastle County
Attorncy Jeff Burdeue and local at

, tomey Jerry Cox cach filed 2 motior

for asumimary judgementin the casc
of Rockcastle_County Fiscal Court
and Mike and Lori Gates.

Of course, both men are wanting
different things from Circuit Judge
Dan Venters, who has the case under
adviscmient

Conx 15 asking the portion of
the Toddic- PayncRoad. uhum runs
through the Gates’ 800 acre tract of
land beclosedexcapt o farmily
bers who have people buried in,
Alfen Family Cemetery and that (he
road be closed completely to ever
one clse

Burdeue is asking that the road
remain open, although mirkty per
cent of the-road cannot be traveléd by
2 two whoel vehicle

The conl aingd. the Gates have
been involved 4n a law

it far well

~ overa year, after the count refused 10

close the road ay Gates' request

But legal dispute over the
hasn't stopped the Gates from ¢
finuing ‘with ihéir project that will
help blind and’ physically disabled
children.

Mike Gates himself is blind, the
resub of 4 hunting accident séveral
years ago, but as he explains, insicad
of lelting that accident ruin-his life
and the lives.of the people around
him, he, along: with the help of hi
wife-docided 10 stan the € hn\l Out
rew », for the Blind Orga
e Gates currently have
under foof, onc a 8,500

wd

m”.

squarc foot center, where 36.childien

m‘r-« housed on a weekly basis
h préject centers

thg blind and disabled to get

n with their lives.

around

helpin

“The (wo buildings. one of which
Tsuscd partially as living quarters for
siton the Gates' proper

The Gates property acti
ally runs from Pine Hill 1o Maple
date, the Gates have. spent
481 'I‘\hh and had $ 000" in
Kirld contributions
Once complete, the Outreach
will have ten bodrooms, all with
smmerical kitchen.and a

ok

community room
In the other structure where the
Gaies live there is already a Hydro
Therapy room and a steam room.
In the upstairs of the community
center there is an archery ran

there will eventually be a weight
room.
Gages says he spent a lot of his

own money_on the. project and re
nily borrowed i\rl 000 o continue
with the work

We want people

10 kow that
that there”arc
thousands of options e 10 them
after they are injured and they just
shoudn't give up,"Gates said.

Gates himsclf, has killed a decr
with a bow and shot twa wild Tur
keys since-buying the tract of land

The entire project is slated to.cost
$3 Zmillion, widh an annual buelget
over over $500,000

If children paid the entire cost of
a wlk's stay it would run néarly
$800.,000 for the room and board and
fiicility, but w
st 10 335

lifé is worth living,

the “use of the

going 1o hold the

cach,”Cates said.
Next week, Gates will travel 16

Washington inan effort 1o sway kaw
makers ona grant proposal that wouid
give Christ Outreach a million dol
lars pver the next three years

The moiney for the granit is being
made possible by a ncw faith based

organization- set up by President
George W. Bush

We still have 50 much work i
doand we e can help so many

kids, o1
Gates said.

< this thing is in operation

Fundraising is our mait priority

- (Cant. to A-11)

Coach house has

By: Richard Anderkjn

“If these walls could talk - oh th”
stories they could tell,” said Charles
Stanley Phillips, grandson of the late
Wally Phillips.

Stanely Phillips, Craig Clark and
Gerald Chasteen are.in the process of
restoring one of Rockcastle County's
oldest homes - qoe that has quiic 3
history

Ulysses S. Grant ate hunch there
‘Frank Sehith was shot to death there.
A 30-year-old womah died during
childbirth and according to one man's
story still haunts the place

Some say that you could throw
down cosl dust at night at the bot
tom of the steps and in the morning
children’s footprints would be there!

1S, Adims kept slaves fo work the
farm.and Tom Jim Baftard made le
gal whiskey there

Verbal history even_says that
Devil Bill”’ Adams ram the coack
holse, which is located in the Red
Hill Section of Rockeastle County

Even if it sounds like the setf a
Walt Disney adventure film. the place
is real and has been since al<wt | 808

Waily Philtips bought the place
from Thaddeus Deew, his fath
law. Thad Drew got the_property
house from Tom Jini Ballard who got
it from). S. Adams. Records of own
ership before Adams are gone-burned
with the courthouse in 873, but a
man aamed Stephen Gilbert did the
origindl survey.

a lot of interesting st_ories',

One of the oldest, if not the oldest
house in Rockeastie County, Wall
house was onginally intendeid ¢
4 coach house where pecple and ani-
mals rested on-their long.rips frc
London to"Richmond. The he
standsebeside the original Dani
Boone trail that eventually becar
the main yoad from Iidianapolis ©
the Cumberand Gap.

Craig Clark. called the Red Hill
‘Road, the Old State Rosd-because it
was the main zburmghhrr from Ohio
to Tennessee. . \

Though jt .an t be documented,
end has it that “Devil Bill” Adains,
one of the county's most colorful
characters owned the house and farm.
It is said that he owned 6,000 acres

se

of landin the arca, ind kept
on the place

The slave houses were kept across
the rpad and some 200 yards from
the coach house. “Devil Bill” appar
ently didn’t like the smel| of the
shanty’s in whic d_ his
slaves. How “Des t has nick:

name is a matter of spme conjécture.
but it apparently had something to ds
with the way be treatéd his slaves
1.S. Adams is the first recorded
owner of the coach d the

property adjacent |

recorgs in the County C Terkes

urt ¢
affice T.5-Ballard (Tom Jim) bought
the place from the ) 5. Adams hews

on the | 7th of April, 1872, Ligle is
repeated about J'S-Adams, but he did
run the place a= a coach house until
his death

Tom Jim Ballard is another one of
those colarful characters that have

popped up

tve passing livestock drm

3 n card games and while

gambled he stole 2 bead or tw

the siock. They usually drove a.cow
the chiffs behind the

Raiher th
e Iuart animait woul
e inn. Thus, Tom

f the two pr
int Rockeastle
County at one time. The other. li
perator was Dave Betherum
d st Sand.Springs:. These
were the two men who were involved

rumors

‘amous Ballard- Betherum fight

in the

house whole

ntl} stanied as a squabble

er county whiskey ness
When the dust setiled. Betherum was
shot and Ballard was cut s¢

. Another man who lay wounded in
ate. Ne
his name

d in

s known except t

and he was ftyolve

e Haley fam
¢ Mullins family af Salt
n one of the

Id coach

Frank Smith, was shot
ide the house. Circum
sunding the sho
but it ‘was allegedly

stances surr

ting ark

hazy 3 -man
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