Last Saturday afternoon [ joined
and followed along the train of cars
and pick-ups crawling along behind

“the spanking new hearse that carried
Junice Helton from Harmon's Lick
some tictve miles from the Church
of God o the gravéyard in Lancaster
‘When the final prayers were said-and
Kis iinnlediate family had begun
“minkang their ways back 10 their cars
A caséd lap besde hus coffin, twached
st ome Jast tirme} and plucked 2 bright
red rose off the family spray

Ichutched it to my chest thinking
1o myself. that it was something |
could kéep. Sayhe [ could freeze dry
and shrink wrap it and put it in. my
tackle box. ‘Maybe, somehow, that
rome could keep hunisit alive and with
me the next time 1 went fishing

Alex Heltot, Juriior has been my
father in almost every sense of the
word since 1983, We were not blood
related, but When miy own Dad died

* Ford pickup and for twe

in December of that same year and
word got out in the community, Jun
ior was the first to call. Dad was |50
miles away. Jumor was maybe two
miles sway but'on Harmon's Lick
tha's about-the same as being next
door..

'l be around there i a minkite”
he said and he hang up

And maybe five nunutes later he
rolled up into the driveway is his big
or. fhree
hours he hstened 10 me talk about my
Dad as 1 sobbed agamst an old bas
ketball goal post

T had been helping Jun st
tobacca all*fall, the hattest
back-breaking work I've ever dooie in
my life s and | had taken noor meals
with Junior and s wife. Molly, al
I niceded the
poison:m my

most every day ard

syste physical

shape
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haveng
. wotk and that's what we had been do-

ng the night before [ got the news of
my Dad

- Pm not fure how it happened o
uyw but | know that | was nothing

more than casual hired help for the
Heltons. up until that day.

For weeks sfter Dad's funeral,
Junior checked on me every single
cvening.

“Hello Young Man. How is the
weather on your end of the road?
What afe you doing lomorrow?
Would you cére to ride down o Lon-

don with me to look at whatever?

Where do you reckon. the fish are bir-

ing?

rucky.

~ Junior and | bonded because he
was worried about me st first and
then because we had so much in com-
mon. Wi both loved to fish and hunt
We were both from the highest hills
n Kentucky and we understood each
other: And even though 1 had no love
for the labor of tobacco frming, we

- becime as close kin as family. even

though we shared ho common,

1 pfien tefl my friends Jumiot and
Molly raised me after | moved down
to the flat lpnds. And if's the truth.
To call us close ix'an understatement.
Over the last fificen years there has

(Cont. to A-6)

Sweet
and

: Sour .
By Zi gm.;k

- My Wandering Mind
By: Zi Graves

So ofien, one héars the old com
plaint, or inguiry. “t miust have Tost
my-mind” o, “have you LOST your
miind > Well, let me tell you. the wiy
my nyind has been wandering around
thése pait few months, and the habil
of trisplacinig everything | 1ouch then
use the shreds of what s lefi 1o search
for what 1 had just pul away. T am
ot sure i1 have lostmy mnd or am-
ply hid it in some obscure cormer
meday run seross it

myself
mewhere, |
t have thrown it away and |

v be around

¢ no one ¢hse would hate any
it the wom out it of grey mat
i hid 10 be tucked away
¢ thiit ix now
f other hags
nds. rescued by the team

mixed u
il odds an
sworkend cleaning up the results of
maged whatnots from

er and is pfo mhl\ the
Waven'3 writjen for the
wecks. Depression séem
aken over my sbility 10 think or ialk
he
past, or present. | thought moving

back hom

ast few
10 have

sthbibly, much less write aboy

where, everyfh
mfortable would dis
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- buh, | knew .

Jivery and’set_up of new i

pel the depression of being alone in
one room at the Kastle Iin Mote] bet.
when | ammived “home ™ and found the
work crew. still emptying boxes of my
Belongings. some which -hadn't yet
been gleancd: and all that | must find
places for, including the belongings
from miy refuge on the moantain 1op.
1 wanted 0 tum around, cancel my
checkout at the moiel and ask Larry
if fcould move back-permanently. At
that time.L felt tike roony 258 atthe
Kastle Inn was & safe; peaceful rvlux
where others 100k care of my

and the scenc from my Window was
beautiful, Again, | want to- thank
Lary and | inda Carter and all the
miotel staff and Kastle Inih Restaurant
perspnnel. nra . Cathy and

. Tammy and the waitresses for thetr

care, expeciafly when | wasn't.able
10 take care of myselfl

By the tinse | gof acquainted with
the 1wo . young women empiying
baxesof things | had forgoricn about
finding things | was . duu‘

nd no
and

nd looking for. Lwax'riot

od wilh the mess, | was ge

ng
confused by the demands of “where

should 1 put this, and here 1< & bag
Yor you 10:go theough' and: th de.,
crchan
dise. First, there wax Dale gnd-Scorty

In short order 1 had him involved - Winstead with two TV« one cach
“immy businest and for  for the bedroom and living room.
several months we gpent every day - then came Charles Saylor and helper
n'.u&wqd!m-o-nﬂ-n with three maftredses, two for twin

beds and one queen size for the mas-

*tee bedroom. olly and Chuck were

here to hefp get the bed frames from
the garage where they had been
stored since the fire, wo.they also had
to be cleancd and readicd far the
mattredsex. And. | thought I'was mov-
ing hack fo-a newly rédecoraied and
ready-te-live-in house. | gisess |
could call it my sirpeise home wel-
coming party for | centsinly was sur-
prived at the. »mmlm and not
ready 1o live in condition of

thing. Just last week. two of the hicip-
“ers came over and put in the light aver
the wink, door belk. pulfs on some of
the overheadTights | couldn 't reach
and the coat rack. Yesterday. the hack
porch carpet walaid and, hopefully.
next week, the edging around the
bathroom carpét will be fimished Oh

lower the cabinets two inches and it
helped a hitle. Two more would have
boen bepter for me. Now | have all
these beautiful cabinets lining my
wallsbut the moist | can store in thern

" ix AIR. Think goodness my niece.

who was helping. me, is tall It wax
she that discovered the cabinets were
built ceiling high without making al
lowance for a lower shell So. she
adjusted the net o highest one ineach
cabinet within reaching distance for
me. 1ill the contractors could have
them all lowered and bring.the add:-
tipnal shelves — which-have not ar
nved -
There are still boxes and bags of
- who knows what all 10 §o-through
and enough yam wan hidden in some
of them 1o keep me busy crocheuny
for weveral years. New curtains have
beerhung but no deapes, a couple of
pictures but no walt decorations till |

t‘m“h-‘“m
gn-nu So, 1 am not

haseboards wnd the okd lsdy rexpon.
u&hn‘-ﬂlﬂnkbﬂr 7
fa call the front office or the, mstau-

'rmxmﬂ:dﬂ\tlbduy “I'm

ready for 8 cup of coffee and my
moming paper (1 am always look-
ing back on “the good ol’ dirys). | am
also ready to show off what has been
done if you all will comeyon down:
clode your eyes o what hasn't been
done and ooh and ahh cver whit has
been,

Laist Saqurday. 1100k a break from

"LV, and the loudge chair and went

driving 10 the farmi with new found

. fnends, the Blantons, Frank and son,

Don. from Ohio and Frank's lady
finend. from Somerset. Frank fisd told
Raymond Graves, his friend. and my
nephew. he Had beer an admirer and
fan of Sweet and Sour for years and
wanted o meet the writer personally
So, here we were, having a wonder-
ful afternoon on the side yard of my
homeplace. now lying in ashes | have
written so much about. Of course,
you kinow it wouldn 't have been com-
plete if Polly and Chuck were not
there. So. they were the: honored
hosts for ‘the day, Their charming
little campsite that was once known
as “the wash house™ has now been
renovated and transformed into quite
a retreat for the week ends, or for that
maticr anytime the pressure’ gets oo
much or the lights of town obscure
the; beauty of flickering stars ‘and a

full moon, Or, 10 simply sit on the
little front porch Chuck built on when
he disguised the"sash house into 8
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_Lane CedarChests
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Spectacular Savings on
Lane Cedar Chests!.

Bring the outdoors intide with thix

Remembrance Cedar Chest. Antique pin fimish snd

lactce ind florad design is  perfect combination
“for any ‘room. Width 44~

Antique cherry; brass finished hardware;
jumbo storage. S0 % 19 x23H

Remembrance

needle

Furniture

Sincarely Shaker - Benévolence
aker cherry flns cherry venoers with Antique cherry Rssh; hoddeconed on
selidy, shmulated deawers « it heart, lowers and bows
44 x 15 % 204H. “ll’!m&"
o
e =1 " 591 West Chestritit St. Berea "

Wedgewood | . =
Mediomi oak; gallery rail, sward winning
point design; upholstered Yop.

49 x IB x 224k

Mon-Fri 8:30 am -6:00 pm ¥
Saturday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm.

'986-4144 _@g.




