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Charles Holbrook dies in fire

By: Rjchard Anderkin

A former Rockcastle County
magistrate died in a fire last Thuirs-
day moming near the Ouawa com
manity. -

Charles D. "Sleepy” Holbrook,
68, of ama-ud died from carbon
monoxide poisoning due 1o smoke
inhalatios, accarding 10 Rockcastle
County Coroner: Bill Dowell, who
ordered an autopsy in the casc.

“The deadly fire occurred at 3:20
am. in"a garage on the property of
Jerry and Peggy Allen, cight miles
west of Mt Vernon, off of Hwy. 70.

Kentiicky State Police Detective
Gary Lane, whio is investigafing the
incident said that Holbrook Had ap.
parenitly fallen aslecp in the garag
after he went 1o the Allens 1o "do
some trading."

There was also an exploion at

the garage afier ihie fire broke out
Lane attributed the explosion 1o
high octage fuel, which was ssed by
he Allens for go-can racing
Brodhead and Mt Vernon
firefighters found Holbrook's body
~around 5:00 am., soveral feet from
the door of the garage after they ex
tinguished the blaze.

Dowell said thai according o the .

autopsy there was nd foul play- in
volved and that Holbrook may have
fallen aslecp.and was trying fo leave
the garage when he was overcome by
smoke.

Dowell said that Jerry Allen knew
Holbrook was in the garage.

Lane said the Investigation into
the fire and death is still underway.

Holbrook, who was probably best
known for his antics when he used a
monkey known as "Boom-Boom” as

the centerpiece of his clection cam
paign _ in 1990, was one
Rockcastlc's-County's best known
citizens— -

slbrook was a Véwran of the
4n War, he had been 3 teacher in
the Rockeastle school system and he
was a former employee of the De
partment of Social Services.

Holbrook, who-served one term
as magistrate, received national at
tention-in the 1960°s and 70's along
with his father John H. Holbrook
‘because of the ginseng they grew on
their farm.

Funeral services for Holbrook™
wore held Wednesday at the Brodhead
Baptist €hurch.

A conplete. obituary will appear
in next »nlu Signal

- Indictments

returned by
Grand Jury

The Rockcastie Codnty Grand
Jury. handed down indictments orr
Fridaly against two local men whoare
accused 6f entering the home of Julie
Martin in the Conway area of

. Rockeastle County on December 12,

2000
John.R. Saylor, Jr., 19, of ML

Yemon and Charles Marlow, Jr., 30,
of ML Vermon were named in the six

count indictment.

Saylor is accustd of having a
handgun in his possession. when the

Grime was commitied.

Both men are accused of threat-
cning Mrs. Martin with physical force
during the hol

Marlow and Saylor were also in
dicted st month in connection with
another break-in at the home of Tim
and Diane Abrams in Mt. Vernon on
January 29,

Saylor isaleo facinig charges inan
armed mbbery at a Pulaski County
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By: Richard Anderkin

The Rockcastle County Fiscal
Court heard from a group of Clay
County officials on Toesday nchad
ing County Judge James Garrison,
School Superintendent Doug Adams
and magistrate Terry Davidsop

The group was soliciting sypport
for a lake project which would in
volve Rockcastle, Cl h) Jackson and
Laurel Counties.

The three men told the court that
the lake was very important 1o the
fiature development of Clay County
and the région, including Rockcastle
County

Clay County apparently has
somewhagof a water supply problem
and the new lake would greatly help
that situation.

The lake would feed off the
Rockcastle River and lay in the
Laméro section of the county

It would also be located in Jack
son, Clay and Laurel Counties.

Garrison told the court that every
time the needs of Clay County were
discussed, waler and the lack of it
was always the main subject

Garrison told the court that he did
not want to present the project 10
U.S. Congressman Harold. Rogers
until he had the sapport of all county
official$ in cach county.

Garrison said that he had talked

with Rogers about six years agocon-

ceming the project which is called
Parkers Branch.

The three men said they would be
meeling with all coanty officials in
the four counties in the: very near
fute.

Rockcastle Courity Judge-Exeou
tive, Buzz Carloftis Wld the group
that he was very much in favor of the
lake projectand cach magistrate, John
Holbrook, Jack ‘Bradley, Bill
McKinney, Fred Mullins, Jr. and
Donald Bullock also voiced: their
support for the project.

The proposed lake would be a
third larger than Laurel Lake, which
would cover about 9,000 acres

The court also approved Marvin

Owens as deputy coroner and dis- .~

cussed which four dumpsites the
county would clean-upto satisfy their
agreement with David McFarland

Court hears
Clay's request .
for new lake .

After the court meeting Holly
Wiedemann and Linda Gateskill of
AU Assaciation of Lexington visited
the old Livingston School praperty

with Carloftis, the county's heéad of

maintenapce Gene Cromer, Magis-
trate Bill McKinney, and Daniel '
Boone Development Coancil Bxecu-
tive Director. Mike Buckles,
Wiedesnann is the develd
the renovation of the Midway Sehool
project in Woodford Coanty, and is
presently getting ready to renovaie
the Irvine School in Estill County.
A gradusité of the University of
Georgia withafellowship in England,
she has a master's degree in business
with Duke. University. In addition o
the school projects, she was also the
associate developer of a S00-unit

apartment complex in Boston, Mas-’

sachusetts
1 was extremely impressed with
both Holly's and Linda's ability 1o
grasp the possibilities- for the old
school building. Afier a quick walk-
~throdgh of the property, Holly. was
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School beard
approves
five percent
pay increase

Rockeastle High School Super-
intendent L arry Hammond has posted
two important jobs in the Rockcastie
County school system.

Rockeastle CountyHigh School
Principal Ruth Allen and Director of
Student Services Loretta Powell are

ring
Both jobs were posted last Friday
and applicants have 30days w apply

Hammond, who announced the
openings at Tuesday night's board of
education meeting said that he had
not received any applications foréi-
ther jobr as of yet.

The board of education also ap-
proved a five percent pay increase
for all school sysiem cmployees
mhh‘h will go into effect on July |

Civic leader Wayne Stewart dies

Wayne Stewart, a rétired
Rockeastle County businessman and
community leader, died Wednesday
at Berea Hospital. He was 77 and
lived in Renfro Valley.

Mr. Stewart ran Rockcastle Farm
Service in'Mt. Vernon from 1959 1o
1983. He.'was administrator of
Rockcastle Hospital in Mt Vemon
from 1983 10 1969, | |

At his death he was a member of
the hospital’s board of directors. He

Alfred and Mary MecNew at Brindle Ridge was destroyed by
/7 el e mmuuwmt&mmdmv-mmwumm,

) m*umum-mmp

alsp was chairman of the board of
Kentucky Highlands Investment Cor-

poration in'London. He tiad held that

position in the non-profit, private
venture-capital company for about 25
years

Mr . Stewart wpas born in
Rockeastle County, graduated from
Berea College and sérved in the
Army Air Corps during World War
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