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Eighth graders hold
mock murder trial

Two weeks ago, on the dates set .

by ihe’ Grand Jury! Kendra Goode,

Vera Cruise, Alfredo Fetucrine, and '

‘Gene Poole were tried for the murder

the verdicL
1fthis all sounds strange and un
believable, it is. The eighth grade
Comets team have just completed an
interdisciplinary unit focusing on the
. murder of Felix Navidad, a fictiona!

character, The students put iogethera -

mock marder trial-as & culounating

event for this unit.
T\e unit began in Science class
where the students were studying
chemistry. After learning some of the
Crime

be judges for the two days.

Local attormeys spent-a Mml 3
working® with the lawyers as they
designed teir cases and prepared 0
prove guilt o¢ innocence of the four
accused friends. The Progecuting at-*
tomeys were: Heather Hammond,
Carlista Bond, Amanda Wright, Ben
Craves, Kacey Scoggin, Ronni¢

. Megan Parker and Delon

mey!hk Dnmlle Savage, Bnl
tany Perkins, Kyla French and Brent
Clontz. On the Tirst-day of the trial
Chitf Justice Joseph Lambert spent a
morming with the Comets discussing
the differcnt levels of couns in our

- country as-well as the role of the state

Supreme Courts and the justices
Teresa Vanzaric, her siaff, gnd Judge
Dan Vemers were also a part of this
mock trial. They made sure that 2
courtroom way available for the sw-
dents 10 get “the feel” of being in a
courtfoom

For two diys the Comets invaded
the District (‘uuzl"nnm at the

ollege. Here, thiey took on the role
Forensic Scientists and leamed
how to conduct in-deptr analysis on
various types of evidence. Single
“crimes’ with oa key piece of evi-
denoewere used 10 help the students
raster the techniques hieeded i or
der 10 solve & more”complex situa-
tion, Fiber, powder, hair, and liquid
tests were conducted 10 show” stu
dents how real evidence is sified
through for

County . As
witnesses were questioned and cross
examined, 2 judge and jury listened
carefully w0 all that was said. Chris
Alexander and Jessica Zupancic

served as count reponters. Luckily

bailiffs were on hand 10 maintain
drder in the court. Serving as Comet
bailiffs were Adam Paquetie, Cole

Brandon Grubb, Chris
r, Max Saylor and Jon Mor.

tions, Additionally, fingerprinting and
rm.erpnm Mm\g l’(hnlquci were
and re-c:

Once’ studénts * ted” from
Crime College, their skills were put
wthe test. A crime scene wis staged
in the library and the students were
the first on the dcene. Once' there,
-studénts had to‘examine detail for
detail every piece of évidence that
was present, Armed with an ample
supply of clues, the forensic teams
went 10 work piecing’ together the
evidence back in the lab, This was no
easy task! Students had 10 go by the
facts and the eviderice, which meant
they had to Jeave their personal opin
ion out of their analysis

After extensive examination and
amed with scientific testing w back
their hypothesis, l::,*&;s then be-
gan f i scendtios
ible cgme. All

. sophl were
collected mlmrr\!p-mulmuuvul
inorder 10 be presented in court ai the
trial of the four suspects. Students
going 0 see just-how science and
Justice go hand. in-hand.

In Language Ans, students did a

Once the Pr d Defense
gave theirclosing arguments, the jury
was esconed 10 the jury room (o de
iberate the information and decr-
mine guilf of innocence. The mom-
ing group found only Kendra Godde
guity of murder. All four were found
innocent of conspiracy. In the after
noon session, all four defendants were
found guilty of conspiracy. Kendra
Goode and Alfredo Fettucinne were
found guilty of murder. The roles of
defendants, characer wimesses and”
expertwitnesses wefe played by Gabe

"Guilfoil, Russell Willey, Katelyn

Cash, Rick Sandusky, Jamie Ellison,
Ashley Mize, Derreck Hurst, Ryan
Graham, Briuany Offut: Daniel
Bustle, Stephen Rowe, Amanda
Ballew, Kelli Doan, Blake Roberts,
Matt Allen, Holly Ann Colson and
Casey Taylor <
The-juress for moming and after-
noon sessions were Josh' Bultle,
Robbic Mink, Zac Pensol, Johnna
Higgins, Kayla Bryant, Amanda
Childers, Vanessa Adagis, Surprise
‘Stallsworth, Rose Prewitt, Brittany
Vanwinkle, Sherry Johnson, Heather
Miller, Kent Mullins, Erik

mini-unit Con

centrating on fact vs. opinion, and ,

persuasive techniques. They -also
viewed Tiwelve Angry Men, and dis
cussed the processés a jury goes
through with the information they arc
" given, Through this they leamed abou)
acitizens responsibility as a juror and
how to handle ve malerial.
In Social Studies, students began
looking at the historical perspective
of our nation as it formed the new
govemment from 1789 to today, They
resear;hed the 1opics such as the Ar.

well as hl!ﬂ!!cll figures involvedin
creating our living Constitution and
our govemnment.

Once students understood the his-

torical perspective o our lavmvntnL
théy began looking at the Articles of
thé US Constitution, first focusing on
the Judicial Bﬂeh of our govem-

, Josh Hasty, Brandon
Gnmn ]nkeTnylm Frank Chistian,
Jeff Ramey, Emily McKinney,
Johnna Abney, Cassie Kendrick, ~
Brandon Nicely and Dée Dee Rouse.
Siudents were able 1o get a firsi
hand learning lesson on citizenship

Carlista Bond - morh
Nicholas™ - Russe

Danigl Bustle co memp'-

| mess.”

s the

Xperr wit

anchiheir rights and
Very fow students found this event o
be “boring™ or “stupid.” We wanl t -
again thank all those in our' commu-
nity who made this triak possible, *

i
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) on attending Somerset Technical College and major in Graphic Technol-

Academic Honor Roll

Jamie McFerron, daughtcr of Michacl McFerron and Patsy Ramsey, of
M. Vernan hiss 2 3.98 GPA a1 Rockcastle County High School. She plans

ogy. She is president of National Honor Society, a member of FBLA,
FHA, HOSA, and Youth Opportunitics Unlimitcd. She is alse & co-op
student at 215t Century Leaming Cenger. Jamie attends Climax Christisn
Church and computers are a hobby for her




