. one who was'a

It'was nearly & year sgo when i gat: .
acall from a fellow who used a-long
list of referénces 1o describe why he
had called me. ' He was a friend of
- somieone who was a friend of some-

‘who had miet a friend of somiecne il
n airport.

My name had apparently come up
mmmnmuuwnmdby
the time the story reached my cafler,
1 had-evolved into an expert on the
subject of Appalachis and I had be:

-, come a man who not only knew the
‘ndme of every holler in € 25 county
-u!m!(mbslw-

also supposed to kniow "most-folks

" ona fifst name basis and be kin to all,

the moonshiners.

“m- particular feliow wanted 1o
see the mountains: where Bell and
itley Counties come together and
ganted to mett some people up

in the hollers.

He said.he worked fof a private
foundation with millions. of doilars
that might be invested in the area and
he, wanted to get the Jay of the land
He didn't use those’s ewc words but
that's what he meant

. started right out [ellmg him’ the

First of all | can count on my fin-
gers and toes the'nuinber of people |
know in‘Bel] and Whitley Countic§
on a first name basis. Secondly,l
know of one and only one person in
that neck of the woods who makes
‘moonshineund he does so legally and
it ain't “technically” for sale it so it
really aint mocnshine. And thirdly I
hadn't ever been afraid of driving up
any holler e wanited to visit “and
knocking on a doof and saying here
we are. -

So we hooked up st s motel in
Williamsburg one bright Spring
moming fust April when the red buds
were in full bloom and the dogwoods
had already started casting those pas.

- tel jgreenish white halos around the
sides of the hills and set off 10 see
what thiere was 160 see.

* There is no better time to appreci-

atc our old hills shan, in-the Spring-

time whas the colors:are like that and

if we had-a bit more time we could
forage for some dry land fish and
maybe pich '+ mess of éreeses

We cros™ 4 a few bridges at the
mouths of little crecks and drove as
far as we could, winding up-at dead
ends that tymed into old abandoned
stri mines and if you are familiar
with the region you know’ the drill
Wehadtat m;np 3 lot when we met

traffic goming from the other direc-

tion and because we were in a rented

of someone .

xeq,cnmm moufolh!\lmugm

we were from the governiment but *

(hey waved at us anyway. >

Evety once in awhile when we'd

see somebody outside we'd stop and
hotler howdy and strike upa conver-
sation - Exchange s few gardening
bits of wisdom and~like that but
mostly just be at home.” Dr-at léast [
wad,

“What aré you doing up in teré
anyway?,— >

“Driving around. Just secing where
thé road wedt.* )

“Well it ain't gone nowhere yet but
1 shore wish it would cause we could
us o better one.”

Anywiy, early in the aftemoon we
wound up stoppings beside the road
where an elderly lady was pllllllni
peas in a fence row u-pu-a
garden from the main : She hni
the seed in an-apron pocket and she
was wearing“a sur bonnet and she
was the epitome of what my friend
had come 10 see. A real Mountain
Woman as it were.

1 told her who we were and all that
and she apologized thai she had or-.
dered ler Sugar Snaps from the cata.
logue because she'd lost the old fash
-ioned ones and she wanted to know
if we'd fike to have & cup of coffee
and come on in antl of course I leton
like that would be too much when,
asa matter of fact, it was all [ wanted
ifh the world at that moment,

S0 we sat o the front porch of her
neat little frame House and looked it
pictures of the grandchildren and all
that when all.of & sudden she said, "1
wonder where Somebody is."

"Somebody????" 1 askedcand [
‘must have Jooked: overly puzzled
because she slapped her leg and let

out a langh that was better than mu- *

sic
. When she caught her breath’she
yelled, "Someeceegeceecceechody.
Come here Somebodddddddy” and |
thoyght my friend frofn Chattanooga
was going to crawl under the’ floor.
About that time theré was a rus-
tling and a having and thumping un-
der the-pgreh.floor, Boards actually
ruttled wd F-would swear that the
wholé porch lifted up a;Couple. of
inches: wilten this big long-eared,
moumnful looking redbone hound
warked his way out of ahole directly
under where [ wassitting that it didn't
look like the average house cat could
have crawled into, -
+ He oogzed out into the fmm yard,
atdeast a hundred pounds of him, and

+ shodk o that dust flew in Il direc-

tjons and then. turned aroun and

grinned at-his mistress”as if to say
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masty people started showing up at
herﬁvn\dwvma;-mpcf
" coffee,""she said.

_ ‘Vacations
For some reason, people all a'few
days,away from home s vacation. If
that be 30, | have been taking the

* longest vacation of my life and can

give credit for it 1o a carcless act of
mine, the slowness, or lack of con-
cern for a homeless 10 the
Arwin Dalton, South Ky. Home Re-
pair Contractors who were to resiore -~
#-to normal'use and the Farm Bu- ~

. reau Insurance Company, who is

footing the bill

Ifthe choice of a paid five-month .
vacation had beeri mine, | would have
chosen somewhere besides one room
in alocal hotel to spend the winter.
Perhaps then [ could have returned
0 a newly-decorated Home able and-'
ready to take on ihe duties of brga-
nizing and adapting myself 10 thie
change m living ‘As if is now,,my
fetum to.normalcy wifl be a trying
experience. My confinement 1o liv-,"
inginone:  n;althoughithas been
comfortable and pleasant, and the
people surrdanding me-Have, been
maore_than nice, it has nonetheléss
taken Five months outof my life. Antl,
at 87, 1 don't feel I have many. of
these ggps in y lifc to spare, sitting
alone in one room. | feél my sentence
to confinement has left its mark by~
changing a person who has koved the
‘companionship of athers into. one *
dréading t6go outside for fear of
meeting someone she no Tonger can
find words to_ form a conversation
with:

My one consolation has. beeri the
nice people with whom I have"be-
come acquainted and who have |
treated me with concern and respect
My daily paper and a cup of coffee
are delivered to me every moming
_ by somcone from thé uﬂ'cc wher 1
don't feel vip to thé walk, and usu-

Gcr 1 $2.6C novar -
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_~comfortal

ally with the question, “how is your
back this moming?" Or, if I call the
festaurant for 4 pot of coffee, glass
of tea, or full neal, one-of the wait-
resses will #on be at the door with
it, They all know-I have beeh having
trouble walking since my back prob-
lem has worsened so cach one seems
to be Irying 1o lessen my burden of
guilt by having to be tended to by
strangers. All that put togesher makes
me feel like a very spécial guest
Now, maybe I'can talk about a real
vacation [ took last week when my
daughter, Judy, and husbarid, Geof,
imvited me to visit them in Naples,
Florids, with all expenses paid. Polly
took. mic on the first leg-of the jour-
ney 10 Chad's and Angie’s in Lex-

‘- i TNy 3
un-u-ahgeh-uup-un ﬁ._.d.h.o(k.,mm
a long time ago if he'd had any rea-  *ghig dismal wintér seems to be on the.
som to believe that my friend and | wn{aﬂquum\nl
poscd the alightest : . ook forward to most s making a half

Then he sauntered up odito the  gay foray back 1o Bell Coundy whten
Mdhﬂhuhul-yh péa planting and letnuce sowing
- "He time rolls 1
2 said my newfound riend. S0 that's pien i pach with
what Tve called: Bim cver since' be., mﬂ‘rm-u—
wiis a pup. He won't hunt 8 Bk Bt o keeps him fat xnd happy.
hes been awfal good company 50w | called ber this morning and she
Hfor probably 20 years. ‘said she was looking forward to the .

A few weeks Iater 1 got a thank’ i 1o bist she rather her name not
you card from my foundation get in the paper.

'Pvuhmy-w-udn-xs:n» "Somebody might not like it if 100

ington. where I spent the night, after ,

we allhad dinner and later cozied up
to have a rare evening get-together
an his living room. Oh yes, my back
wasnot very considerate of the plea-
sure.] was having so a special chair
was found I-could simosi find com-
fort in. But that did not interfere with
the joy of being ith these loved

. ones. Chad has a strong amm.to help
- me upand down and Angie a knowl-

edge of nursing that goniforted my
feeling of security, yet never helped
by backache: The néxt moming,
Chaid -and Angié took ine’to the air-
post where a wheelghair was waiting
s0 Chad could aswist in getting me =

in the first seat inside the door. Now,
my reservation was for the seat fiext
1o the-wiridow but the pain | wag in
when the attendant scated 'me was
easier for her and, once seatéd, it was
almost impossible to move aver. ['m

* sure she didn"t notice my tickét said

the window seat but soon éveryone
in the section | was, In knew about it.
A largé middle aged man suddenly
appeared beside me and demanded |
move over. [ was sitting in his seat
1, almost'in tears 6f émbarrassment,
tried o explain my handicap was the
reason | had been placed there, but
e would hear none-of that and again,

on'boardand he attendant placed me

in a loud voice ordered me to move *

over, So, painstakingly, inch by pain-

ful inch, 1 MD\'ED. not dll the way

but enough so he could claim the
front scat. When he Icft the planc in-
Atlants, he did have the grace w half-
heartedly apalogize for his rudencss
md wished me well. .

* 1 was the last off in Atlanta but
ml,\uu okay. A wheelchair and at-
tendant were waiting and the smooth
ridé on the plane had eased my back

pain so I was ready for the pext jaunt -

which took me on & wheelchair tour
. of the airport, or so it seemed: I was
“wheeled down halls, went up on el-
evators, through more halls and down
more clevators, onto a train that-
whizzed us 1o another elevator and.
finally dcpu-mdme at the entrance

had been smooth, miy exit
le, the wheolchair not

ing. They are beautiful. The next day,

.mm&ﬂf.ﬂﬂhfm 3
Thousand

- fore it was

The other time we wenl. Judy held
onto my arm so | could wade in and

 getmy fect wet. We saw one dolphin

mmmeunhm

and numerous birds_ g on the

n-ulﬁnfnhﬁmhnmﬂb

- tos. Thssh.q:—hdnmdm
Tessed he didn’t know- where it was,
but he would ask some othér work-
ers close by and left me sitting there.
Before he came back or | got up the
mnmmmﬂlm

One
shopping trip was made but back pain
Mywummnlwwhw

" sit up long enouggh fo play- couple

of table games with Judy and Geol
before it was time to hiead back o

things. 5
So, the deal with wheelchairs at -

. every takeoff and landing had 1o be

-faced. And, foronce I was glad | was

A muT‘heﬁunFmMcyelt-

wben one was found and finally
wheeled me w0 the gate where my
plane to Lexington woilld be taking
off in twenty minutes, | was lofi sit-
ting in a seat with luggage st my feet
and no wheeichair irf sight. Time
passed by listening 1o the ticke!-tak-

ers at the desk gabbing and laughing
at their own jokes while once of twice
an announcer spoke into the: mike in
# voice with mumbled words-that *
colild not be understood, but which I
understood o be of the readiness of
the flight 1 was to take 1o Lexington.

A nice young Iady sittingmexd oge
volunteéred to inquire whiat the mes-

sage had been and reminded them |
needed help and no one had showed
up to-assist me. She was assured they
were aware of it but one couldn't be
found, neither could a wheelchair be

found. The nice lady became con-

by woman, in uniform,
standing beside a small plane
waving her irms and when she
caught my attention asked crisply if
1 was the lady they were waiting for.
(Guess what | felt like, aa old woman
with a suitcase on the front of+her
wheelchair, sitting in the misty rain
in'the middle of what looked like an
old field with beat-up aitplanes scat-
tered about, remiinding one of the
junk heaps in Appalachia.)

Well, I sure didn't feel like the
hrly waving to me, I felt that time
like a duck in a pond that had ghne
dry, But | waved to iy escost, he
came flying over, grabbed the handle
of‘the wheelchair and I pretty soon

found myself a seat inside the plane.

That experience hadn't cured my
 backache, but had given me the will
power to “grin and.bear jt." :

The location of the plane and the
condition it was in, kinda banged up
and needed a paint job, plus the seat-
ing arrangement, one row of seats
without arm rests on one side, two

seats on the other sidé of the isle, a

bag of about 15 peanuts served with
a drink for a snack, and one nice at-
tendant fo meey the needs of the pas-
sengers, reminded me' of the-treat-
ment | have read about when Ken-
ruckians lost their jobs and beaded

back ‘home during the depression.

“This certainly was differerit from the
luxunious plané [ boarded when I left

cerned and went Back the second time 4

dnd_was 10ld one’ was on thé way.
None of these four {servants of the
people) éver came over to assure me
1 would be on that plane. But sfier
the line of people sianding by the
loading dpor had disappeared a
young man with & wheelchair came
n sight.and asked if 1 was the lady
needing help. The siice lady beside’
‘me helped me into the chair ahd the

for Florida. Times have changed
haven't they?

My short week with Judy. and
Geof, seeing first hand, the beauty of

perfecily, manicured. Jawns with a

 million dollar home in the back-

ground. And ‘well trimmed paim
trees, like big exclamation marks
cmphasizing the beauty was well
worth the backache and pain.
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CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

ONE DAY

turday, March 10
Lincoln Count

Partial list of
1 2580 J.D, 2185 J.D.,
4wd w! loader, 4450 J.
Mw/mdfmlmv 382 hrs., MOWMWDM.

Sale organized & sponsored by the'
Auctioneers: Elmer Prim & Gary Napler
Equipment will be received: -
sThursday, March 8 *Friday, March 9
Equipment will be accepted on sale day (only #pmn'm

7710 Ford, 6300 J:D., 4wd w/ loader, 7210 J.D.

NLY!
2001 - 9:30
y Fairgrounds

smocu-mmum 62|0JD

neck, mvzn‘wmm New 2 - ’un-umnhn.e
used trailers; 2 utifity trailers.

TILLAGE: 3 bt. plow, IMINWMM

“chisel plow wi cutters, 12 &. IH disc, hamigator, 10 R IH wheel disc, 3 bt.
Ford plow, 1 bt. MF plow, 2 bt. Ford plow. -
mmumm:mumu

wc—uw 2 - 3800 J.D. ‘umzmw»
hlymmil-tht mmmm New 15 Woods

rotary mower, J.D. fiatbed wagon, gravity bed and wagon, 5 ft. bush hog.
8 ft. grader biade, box blade, 3 pt. post, hole digger, 3 pt. seeder, boat and

iely am.
n-imdim-.maumnn.
uxmc“g-.w.-mm
200 Disc Harrow, snap cou-
ﬂwhwuﬂmﬁr
munqu-.ucuu-:-.n.m
l'ﬁ..ill

'Ezmm mw#wum_nm

-] model 2120-3, Kewdnee wagon

d-uullqp-.

For and to consign umho-:.mmlf

365-1800 betwen 9:00 and 300, mc-_mmatm-
MO'M“‘_MM

| el

Mmmm ammmuu“-ﬁ“ :



