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Members of the Kentucky Country Music Hsll of Fame board and other loual officials were
all smiles Friday, as Kentucky Governor Paul Patton and State Representative Danny Ford

presented them with a check for $1,5 million. Construction on the Hall of Fame, which will
be located at Renfro Valley, will likely begin in January.
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CConamicopportunities, and we must
pursue those opportunitics tgether

KHIC is proud 10 have been a
partner inoar region’s economic de-
velopment efforts for 32 years, [n
2000, we nvested more than $4.§
milhion and secured another $14.2
Wlion fOF Projets in our Servic
va of Bell. Clay, Clinwon, Harlan,
Jackson, McCreary, Rockeastle,
Wayne and Whitley countics. This
tinancial assistance has helped 56
srea businesses ereate more than 23§

new jobs

One example of suceessful coop-

jwon i Rockeastle County is In
ity Mold and Die, IMD moved
o anew S0 million, 24,000
square-foot facility i the Rockeastle
County Industrial Park. The expan-
on 15 expected to boost employ
ment trom 26 people to 40 peaple
Parners which helped fund this ex
pansion include: Citzens Bank of
Brodheud, The Federal Home Loan
Rank of Cincinnan, The of Mt
Vernon, Southern Kentucky Eco-
nomic Development Corp., Juckson
Encrgy Cooperative, Mountam As-
sctaton for Community Economic
Development, East Kentucky Car-
poration, Mountain Economic De-
velopment Fund and National Coop
crauve Bank

Here are only

a handful of the
SUCTESS SWOMEs re wehave worked
with local conimies, community
leaders and area banks 1o promote

= Cumberl,
pandedits Bell County plant tocreate
at least 75 additional jobs.

- TexSyle, Ciy County's largest
private employ . worked its way out
of bankruptcy L +incssis now boom-
ing for the 148 ¢ iployce manufac-
turing company

* Quidoor Venture Cooperation
moved g new Gacility in McCreary
Counsy, Owner J.C. Egnew has cre-
ated 1,000 jobs in the area through:
OVC and various other companics
KHIC has worked with Egnew ever
sincehe broughht oncofthe firstmanu-
I.xuumu pIJanln'-IcCrmryCounly
n 1972,

Our Readers Write

+ Southcastern Kentucky Reha-
bilitation Industrics created 30 new
jobs for people with disabilities in
Corbin, Thecompany alsoannounced
the opening ofanew facility in Harlan
County that will employ 150 people
10 make chemical protection suits as
part of a S13 million, 15-year con-
tract with the UiS. Depanment of

Defel

« The Empowerment Zone helpedsy.
bring more than 3,200jobs o Clinton,
Wayne und Jackson counties as well
as S175 million in investments in the
Last Six years,

« Kentucky Highlands entered o
pantnership with two federal insti-
tions that will help create more jobs
and homegrown  businesses dunng
the neat

+ Horizon Health provided much
needed adult care centers w Bell,
Chinton, Harld Wayne countics

- Kentucky Highlandsalso helped
finance an cxpansion at Wisdom
Dock i Chinton County, which will
improve tourism and the quality of

lile for residents.

In addition, we are conducting
ceonomic development summits in
e arca. Summits in Bell,
Clay, and Whitley countics
have focused on helping business
owners obtain financial and techni
cal assistance, attracting tounsm and
promoting cooperatiee(forts fo re
cruit jobs. Mectings will be sched
uled in McCreary and Rockeastle
countics in the coming year. Weneed
your participation to help make the
cffective ool foroyrcom-

Sessions?
munit

KHIC also is working with East-
em Kentucky U ity Lo sponsora
businessplan competition, whichwill
provide financialand technical assis-
tance to winning participants who arc
willing to start a business in the Ken-
tucky Highlands Empuwurmcnl
Zone. Enurics are duc January |

Another program that will begin
next year s “Tuesday Evening with
an Enueprencur.” Along with the
Centerfor Rural Development, KHIC
is sponsoring rounduable discussions
and presentations with successful en-
wepreneurs, who will share their busi-
ness philosophics on a number of
subjeets. The first sesston’ wilf be
held February 6

Againandagain, itcan be demon-
strated that success happens when
electedofficials, community and busi-

Dear Ediar,

1 read in"a newspaper clip last.
week, from the Lexington Herald
Leader, a short letier to the editor. In
talking about abortion, the writer la-
he “stream of letiers from the
abortion crowd equating abor-
non with murder.” The fellow writes,

“The only partof the Bible that deals
directly with harming a fetus is Exo-
(us21:22. The Bible states that caus-
ing the end of a pregnancy is punish
“able by afine 1othe pregnant woman's
husband.” He went onto say, "Obvi-
ously, God considers the lermination
of a pregnancy to be nothing more
than a misdemeanor.” He concludes
by saying, "Calling abortion murder
is blasphemy.” Let's examine IJ\csc
points carefully.

First, let's look at Exodus 21 n.
25, “If men sirive. and hurt a woman
with child, so that her fruit depart
from her, and yet no mischief follow:
e shall be surely punished, accord-
ing as the woman's husband will lay
upon him; and he shall pay as the
Judges determine. And if any ris-
chief follow, then thou shalt gike life
for life, Eye for eye, 100th for tooth,
l:and for hand, foot for foot. Burning

for burning, wound for wound, sirpe
Sorstripe.” Notice thatthisiext speuks
abaut hurting a pregnant woman, the
causes the child 1o be born. It s
that if “ne mischief follow™ the per-
son would indeed be “fined
_guess you could call it a “misde-
ncanor.” But if “any mischief fol
[ow,” now that is a different story!
The scriptures says to “give fife for
Iife.” The person causing the baby to
dic, would have (o give his or her life
aspunishment. [f say. the haby s arm
was deformed from the injury, the
rpetrator’s arm would have (0 be
given as punishment for the wrong
done. If say, the baby's eye was put
out, then the perpetrator's cye would
have o be given as punishment for
the wrong done. This sounds like that
God counted harnt 0 a ocent
baby, just likg harm to other innocent
people 10 be “felony” crimes, with
the approbate punishment there gnlo.
No, it is not blasphenty to call
abortion murder, the truth of the mat-
ter is, 1o call abortion a “misde-
meanpr,” Now this is blasphemy!
Danny McKibben
Mt. Vemon, KY

E-mail the Sigﬁal at
mysignal@sun-spot.com

nessleaders, financialinstitutions and

“ccanomic development groups work
!

together. Kentucky Highlands is
proud o be a part of this progress.

Jérry Rickett is president of Ken-
tucky Ilighlands Invesiment Coop-
eration, which has helpedcreate more
thart¥7,900 jobs.in its service area of
Bell,Clay, Clinton, Harlan, Juckson.
McCreary. Rockcastle, Wayne and
Whitley counites.

Govenwr Paul Patton, far right, and State Representative Danny Ford, hold a symbelic
check for $75,000, which was presented to local firefighters to be split between the county's
five departments. The money came from the state's last budget appropriations.
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another option for the property, which

would involve transforming the old

school into new apartments.

Holly Weidemian,-a Lexington
woman who specializes in restoring
old buildings and making them into
affordable housing has been ap-
proached about Livingston school.

Miss Weideman has won several
awards for her work and she most
recently restored the Midway School

in Woodford County.

Carloftis and magistrate John
Holbrook recently toured the facility
at Midway.

The Governor also brought an
additional $25,000 for the new Tech-
nology Center at the Rockcastle
Courthouse.

The center is expected to openin
January and will be staffed by a full-
time teacher from the Rockcastle
Board of Education.

Muchj of the facility is being

funded gh the Center for Rural
Deve tin Somerset and will
have internet access, video
conferencing, personal computer use
among other things.

The Governor also brought
§75,000, which wil | be split between
five'of the county's fire departiments.

The ceremony was held in the
community room of Citizens Bankin
Mt Vemon.

Patton's local laison Lee Keene
coordinated the event
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The Bank of Mt. Vernon

wishes everyone a

We hope that you enjoy a safe holiday and
that 2001 is full of prosperity and success.
At The Bank of Mt. Vernon, we are
honored to have served all of our
customers for over a century. We face 2001
with excitement, and promise to provide
the same excellence in products and
services as we have in the past.
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