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FilmValues.com announces
top ten family-friendly films

‘With the end of the year approach-
ing rapidly, we are flooded with“Top
10" maovic lists, often with a lot of
foreign and independent films that
many people have never heard of,
Here'salist that is useful.— the Top
10 Family-Friendly ffilms from
America’s fastest growigy parenting
website www.FilmVal om

LD, the
dnvm&fumcbchmdFllmValucs com
invites parents to read the complete
reviews on his website. “1 realize
parents are busy,” he says “so the
reviews are short and easy 1o read,
with lots of the information about
sexuality, violence, language, blood.
elc., in casy-10-read tablee.”

“Picking ten films was tough,”
says Taussig. “Unlike whatmost film
cnitics say about Hollywood, there
number of fitms with
ges for children. Of
course, these oftenhave 1o be weighed
againstbadmessages. The films were
sclected by balancing the good and
the bad, the overall entertainment
value, and the breadth of the age
group that could watch the filn:

The pickings were so good. in
fact, that Taussig has posted a Top 20
listonhisinformation packed website.
www.FilmValues.com, Restassured
that Dr. Taussig has identified the
messages these films send to chil
dren, despite the rather eclectic na
ture of the list

On his popular (over two million
visits). multiple award winning
website, www.FilmValues.com,
Taussiy offers almost 1000 evalua-
tions of current and ¢l f
aning on the big scr
TV, cable and video rental. The re-
views are without political, religious
or social bias. With this information
parents can now make sensible deci-
sions about what their kids should
and should not be watching, Parents
will find films for kids of all ages
from Barney. Pippi. and Thomas all
the way 0 Pulp Fiction, Matrcx and
There's Something Aboui Mury

Dr. H. Arthur Taussig, Ph.D
cvaluates cach film in over twenty
content categories of concern (o par-
ents including: Age Recommenda-
tion, Plot Summary, Substance Use,
Violence/Scariness, Morals, lssues
& Values, Crimes (and whether they
are punished or not), Sexuality and
Gender Issues, Altemnate Film Rec-
ommendations, Nudity, Sexuzhity
Physical Violenge, Emouonal Suress.
Blood or Gore, Language and Pro
fanity, Immorality, Degree of Paren

tal Guidance, Watchability for Adults
and an overall Raung for Kids of the
Appropriate Age. Films from books
are marked toencourage kids toread
He also distinguishes between pro
fanity and vulgarity

Wil this informauon, according
to Dr. Taussig, parents can decide
with confidence what 1s appropriate
for their children. “Each farmly 13
differentand, as every parent knows.
soiseverychild,"says Taussig, “thus

. rpqmwuuhLle\A cs

the usual G, PG and PG-13 ratings
are not very helpful. Rathgr than dc~
pending on some outside orgar
tion, parents can now get the |nfnr-
mation they need to make decisions
for their own families,”

These reviews do not replace
newspaper and ‘Magazine reviews,
but supplement them. “Everyonc
should”read both,” says Taussig.

’ﬂcw spaper and magazine reviews
witha film’sartistic merits while
iges - good or bad

~kids get from films. Parents need ©
know ubout both before deciding what
10 sec.

In addition o the excellent re-
views, www FilmsValues.comoffers
many unique features:
focuses on what most
wers dvoid: moral and
nderissucs, relig
messages, means of conflict resolu-
tion, and other messages parents re-
ally care about.

- His reviews contain “spoilers,”
that is. twists and surprise endings.
ccause these often contain 1ssues
that are of great concern (o parents,

+ Since kuds see more fiims on TV
than on the big screen, the $ite con
wins hundseds of films playing on
cable and TV, There is even a handy
daily TV movie guide of reviewed
mun with often S0 860 hstings per
day,

+ The website contains many re
views of Made-for-TV and Direct;
Lo-Video films. In addition, Taussiz
isone of the few reviewers whocevalu-
ate Anime - the often violentand sex
filled Japanese animaton so popular
with teens and college students.

+ To help parents decide on video
rentals, Taussig 1 particularly proud
of what he calls a “negative search

gine.” Parents often ask if | know
which films have the least violence
or sex, or whatever. Now, with
www_FilmValues.com parents can
choase the type of film they are look
ing for, fill in the age of thewr child
and then indicate what they want the
LEAST ofina film - - sex, violence
languags
several

ful recommendatons

Parents can also request specihic
children’s films (0 be reviewe

- & Values.com akes no adver-
uising since today almost every po-
hucal advertiser 15 somchow con-
nected to the movie business. Free
subscriptions deliver new reviews by
c-mail_

The author, Dr. H. Arthur Taussig,
Ph.D. prepareseach review. A recog-
nired expert on the psychology and
sociology of popular film, he has had
over 200 arucles published interna
tonally. Dr. Taussig is Professor of
Film and Phoography and Orange
Coust College i Costa Mesa, Cali
forma; teaches for the University of
Cabifornia, Irvine: and is Adjunct
Curator of Film at the Orange County
Muscum of Art. He holds degree
from UC Berkeley and UCLA. He

Don't Wait
Because. . . ..

You‘ve been such special friends this season!
We'd like to take this opportunity
i express how much we appreciate you!

TIME'S RUNNING OUT!

Give the gift of health with a gift certificate
from Excel Fitness & Weight Loss Center
West Gate Shopping Center » Mt. Vernon » 256-0250

has taught contemporary film for over
twenty years and conducted many
film workshops for parcnis. He is the

author of the highly acclaimed “Film

Values/Family Values
Guide (o Children

A Parenis’

in order of age

Chicken Run *2*1*, 5 and up,
animated advenure. (‘nod Points:
Spectacular animation. Parable: for
the importance of personal freedom
and sclf-reliance. Shows the best
qualitiesof human beings. Bad Points:
The film bﬁ.()mumll\crn.uk.ulnnu
Seuss' How The Grinch Stole
Sand up, Christma
sy. Goodk Poinis: Anti-materi-
m spiritually of Chrisumas, fam
cooperation, non-violent problem
<olving. Bad Points: The Grinch
might oeeasic
young.

Fanasia 2000 5 and up,
Animauon. Good Pomts:

) mens

sic:
Entertaimment. Bad Points: Donald
Duck us the bablical Noah

The Emperor’ eNe
Sandup. Animated Adventure, Com-
cdy. Good Ponts: Friendship
sell-sacrifice are rewarded. E
i be overcome, Very entertaining,
Bad Pomnts: Meso-Amencan locale
but no Mese- American culture

Flintsiones in iva Rock Vegas
5 and up. Comedy Fanusy
sod Poinis: A loving relation as
life goal gencrously to others. strong
fricndships. Great fantasy—Bad

Points: Momentary i
Bling Senility used for laughs,

pesies **T* 510 10, Animated
Fantasy. Goad Points: Hoesty, duty,
responsibility and fricadship solve
problen isually inventive: wradi-
tional fairy le ideas. Bad Foinis

E r of the solution,

diction o gai-

c:zl *, 6 and up. Ani-
matedadventhre. Gnod Point dop-
tion Cooperation among young and
old emphasized over survival of the

fitlest, Promotes racial tolcrance,
compassion, perseverance and for-
giveness. Bad Points: Intense, but

short fights, realistic disaster. Racial
intolerance (of camivores).

My Dog Skip **** 8 and up, Ani-
mal Drama. Good Points: Boy leamns
self-confidence and responsibility.
Learning to be an adult. Bad points
the dog digs.

Frequency **** 13 and up. Sei-
ence Fiction Drama. Good Points!
Healing of father/son relations. One
can bewer o life. Father quits
smoking and lives longer, Altruistic
firemen. Bad
ath of parents. Several in-
tensive violent confrontations,

Men of llonor **** 15 and up
Dramo/Biography, Good Points
Overcoming handicaps and ricism
Achieving goals. Shows importance
of education, persistence and honor,
Problem solving without violence.
Batl Points: Considerable bl Tan-
guage. A man's leg is amputalc
Miliwry leaders are prejudged. R-
rating,

Kosair Children’s Hospital
offers tips on giving toys

Tis holiday scason, belore you
wive antoy 10 achild, you may want o
ke SUTe ILS approprite,
waies provide many OppoRuRitics
for children 10 leam and grow —
physicaily, mentally and socially.
However, woysand games that are not
GEC-APPIOPMIAIC CAR CAUSC SeriOUS
injury or even death

“Younger children can get frus-
trated by playing with toysand games
thatarc not susted Lo their physical or
mental capabilities.” said Er
Kravie, RN, Children's Hospital
Foundation Office of Child Advo
cacy of Kosar Children’s Hospital
“Those are gurdchnes found on pack
ages really are helpiul.”

When purchasing toys and games
tor your child, remember they should
be

= appealing afid interesting 10 the
child

= suited 10 the chald's physical
abihities

+ suted W the childs mental and
“ocial development

= well-gonstructed, durable and
safe for the child's

In general, most toys and ganies
on the market tday are safe. How-

cver, manufacturer safety standards
are voluntary and you can never be
completely sure they are being fol
lowed, Injurics can still oceur despile
govemnment regulations and toy mak
ers” best efforts 1 test products

“The following is a list of toys that
the Children's Hospital Foundation
Office of Child Advocacy of Kosair
Children’s Hospital, the American
Academy of Pediatrics and the Con-
sumer Product Safety C

ents and older children, suci

For All Ages

« Look forand read age and \:uc\y
labels on toys.

« Explain andjor show childrer
how 10 use toys properly and safely.

- Keep toys-intended for older
children away from younger chil-
dren.

« Check all wys periodically for
breakage and potential hazards.

« Storetoys safely - teach children
10 put oys away so they arc not
wipping hazards, and check toy boxes
and shelves for safety.

Newhom (¢ 1-Year-Old - Choose
“eye-catching” 10ys that appeal 10 a
baby's sight, hearing and touch, such
as

Large plastic blocks and softcloth
blocks, pots and pans, ratdes and
teethers, soft, washableanimals, dolls
or balls with painted or stitched-on
eyes, nose, etc., and molded (not
Ipose) hair, bright, movable objects
suspended out of baby's reach, busy
boards, activity boxes and cubes,
floating bath oys, squeere toys and
roly-poly t0ys.

1-to 2-Year-Olds - Toys for this
age group need to withstand a
toxddler's curious nature, such as:

Cloth, plastic or board books with
gc picturcs, sturdy dolls, wouden
or large hollow plastic blacks, ride
an toys propelled by pushing with
als or sieering) musical
N h]mh push and pull
- no long stringb.
lm!. 1oys, oy telephones, solt,
tweight balls, ys with noise and
action effects, large crayons and
sturdy, large-size pa
2- 1 5-Year Olds - TLV)'\ for this
ape group are usually expermmental
and should imitate activities of par-

=

as

Books (short or stores), black
board and chalk, building blocks,
crayons. non toxic finger paints.
markersand ¢ large tools and £
wplay sets. reatisne dolls wath acces
“ories, music box loys, housekeeping

toys, realistic stulfed 1ys, replicasol

famous characters, outdoor wys,
sandbox. slide, vwing, playhouse.
realistic ride-on toys (ricyele, cars,
wagons, lractors), cassclie tape
player, simple puzsles with large
picces, board games with few pieces
and simple rules, dress-up clothes
and lea Pnny utensils (not minia-
ture},

5- 10 9-Year-Olds - Toys for this
age group should help your child
promoe skill development and cre-
avity, such Craft and
sels, doctor and nurse kils,
puvllc\_ hand puppets, patter-mak-
ing tys, electric trains, paper dolls,
books, jump ropes, roller skates with
helmel and proteclive gear, Sports
equipment, batiery-powered ride-on
toys, bicycle (sized 1o child) and hel-
mel,

blunt scissors, crayons. markers,
an chalks, sketch pads,

card games, simple suategy and

0- 10 14-Year-Olds - Hobbies
and scientific uctivities are ideal for
this age group, such as

Computer and video games, con-
struction sels with complex parts,
models, sewg, neddlework, musi-
cal instruments, games requiring
speed, dexterity, competition and
concentration, two-wheeled bicycle
and helmer microscopes., lelescopes.
remoie control toys, hooks, audio/
visual equipment, and sports equip-
ment with salety gear, hobby collec-
tons.

As Kentucky's only freestanding,
tull-service hospial dedicated exclu-
wvely Lo caring for ¢hildren, adales
cents and young adults. Kosair
Children’s Hospatal has astrong com-
nitment 1o the health and safety of all
children, For more information on
10y safcty or 1o inquire about fre
stieetsonavarety of healthand safety
subjeets, call 302-62-KIDSor 1-800
520770 or visil our website at
www kosarchildrens.com

METAL ROOFING & SIDING

Best Prices ® Big Selection e Fast Service

recommend for specific age groups.
Remember, however, that these are
merely guidelines and parents should
watch formistabeled toys ays
provade supervision for youngerchil
dren

Painted (15 cotons)

FACTORY DIRECT - STOM CUT
Trims & Accessories

Rejects ... $19.955q ot
Galvanized 52195 5q - s
Galvalume $24.95sq Davco Steel

$29.95.83395 sq
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Danville, KY + 1-800-474-4321
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health.

As >we celebrate the Cheristmas season, | would like to fake H1i5 opportunity fo

thank everyone for qour‘-{riendship and kindness.
My deputies and | wish each and everyone a very Merry Christmas and |
Happy New Year. May your days be filled wdh jou, happiness cncl the best of |

Seasons Greetings

County Clerk Norma Houk

and Depﬁties Tina Gibbs, Amy Price, Becky Smith,
Sonya McGuire and Janet Burdine

Closed December 22nd at noon through December 25th and January 1stand 2nd




