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A Christmas

Thank

ions from sced its pretty casy but you
doneed to start thinking about plant-
ing them preity soon. Sow them in a
flatwitha mixture of half poiting soil
and half sand and set them on a win-
dow sill. Water them with liquid fer-
tilizer and let them grow until the
stems get about as thick as a kitchen
match and then quit watering them
until the ground gets dry enough to
work in yourgarden. Itdocsn't matier

. if they look dead because they will

Jeff Burdeute, Commonwealth Attor-
ncy Eddy Montgomery and members
of the Kentucky State Police and of
course the Rockeastle County Sher-
iff's office, I say thanks.

The coroner's office, the fire de-
pariments, the funeral homes and the
weather station man, | also say thanks.

1am very thankful this year for a
lot of things - I am thankful for the
health and happiness of family and
friends andasalways [, and everyone
else here is thankful for the continued
support of our fine customers who
have advertised withus another

The Hospital, Rock-
castle County Ambulance Service,
Rockeastle Detention Center, and to
all of you people that run those
wrecker services - thanks for the help.

year.

Many of our more
than just customers, they have come |
{0 be very good fricnds throughout

+ the years and that helps make this
crazy business a little easier (o deal
with.

Tknowalotof people advertiscin
our special publications, when down
deep thiey really don't want 1o - but
they do it anyway. Thank You.

‘And I personally would like to
thank all of the people that make my

“ife a whole lot casier.

The people that I work with on
almosta daily basis have to be some
of the most cooperative people in the
world.

As most of you know, I am very
bad about doing things at the last
minute and | am very impatient -
some call it auention deficit disor-
der, but [ like (o think it is just be-
cause of how busy I usually stay.

It never ceases (0 amaze me just
hewaccommodating most people are.

I have worked in situations in
other communities where that isn't
the casc and it makes it very difficult
10 do your job - but that hasn't ever
been the case here.

A special thanks to all of the
people at the Rockcastle Courthouse
ineach of the offices that | deal with
onadaily basis and to all of those in
the school system and to those in city
government.

Also without the help of Doug
Brock and Jim and Martha Cox - life
would be more difficult.

To Rockeastle County Attomey

To my friegds at Renfro Valley
and in state government, | appreciate
the help.

My al other newspa-

pers and media - thanks for all the
help this year,

I'm sure that I have left someone
or some agency out - that is of great
hélp and to those [ say thanks again.

Anyone that has been around me
that last couple of weeks, know how
[havekind of been bahumbug about
Christmas, because of the volume of
work that has had to take place -but
now that the worst part is over - |
didn’t really mean those ugly things |
said about Christmas.

Itis a great time of year 1o cele-
brate with family and friends and to
reflect on what is really important - 1
think we all know what that'is - we
Just'sometimes forget it.

Instead of worrying about who is
geting what - just think of al! of
people in this world and even in this
county that don't have much.

Think about the litde children
and there are a lot of them that are
neglected, abused and mentally and
physically tortured.

Think about thosc children who
have lost parents to death or jail or
drugs or alcohol.

One of the best gifts you can give
tosomeone isakind word and asmile
- Lxnow I don't do that enough - but
I'am going o work on it.

Because we choose to - we all
have to live and work togetier in this
county - it is certainly easier Lo get
along than not.

Enjoy the holidays.

P.S+1am also thankful the Presi-
dential race is over,

I've had several dociors over the
years insist 1o me that you can't catch
acold or sore throat because you got
caught out in the rain and got your

_ head and feet wet. Ii's purely
coincidential they claim and the fact
that Thappen to be sick has nothing o
do with being out in the weather.

Poppycock!

Satwrday aftemoon during the big
rain I got wet as a catfish geuting w
the car on a shopping excursion to
Danville. I came home and fought
rising water in my basement for a
couple of hours because it was run-
ning in faster than the sump pump
could putitout and1 got my feet wet.
Wegot more thin three inches of rain
in 65 minutes here on Lowell Branch
andthat hastobe some kind of record.
Not only that but we had a thunder-
storm as bad asany I've ever seen and
cerainly the worst I've ever seen in
December and 1 had to run out in the
middle of it 1o make sure the dogs’
were safe which got me sdakedagain.

Sunday night I was up going
through medicine cabinets looking
for any kind of cold medicine and by
morning my throat was raw and [-was
running a fever. The Doctor says that
1 would have most likely gotten sick
if Istayed inside and watched televi-
sion. And they let this cracker prac-

tice medicine!!

This is not the firstime that expo-
sure 10 the elementshas led directly
lomy gelling aseverecold and a sore
throat. It probably will not be the last.

In the meantime, I'm looking for a

doctor with some commaon sense.

SoI've laid inbed all day and done.
my level bestto make everyane in the
house miserable too. It's either way
100 hot or way (oo cold to suit me.
The ielevision is (0o loud and Fwant
10 know who has taken up residence
in the bathroom. And.no, 1 do not
want ribs for supper because I can't
cven swallow water without it hurt-
ing. Chicken soup s greasy and why
do they think I need 10 have ready
access to the foilet ‘I theyd wmn
Petty Como’s Christmas crap down,
maybe the dogs would stop howling
and amanwould geta liule peace and
quict.

The sced catalogues are coming in
at the rate of three or four a day now
and T'm up to about two dozen. I've
stared at them through bleary eyes
and complained to myself about the
prices. Nine dollars for 72 Walla
Walla Onion sets and they ‘want you
1o think you're getting a bargain. I'm
going to grow some from seed and
see.if I can sell them for half that.

Actually, if you-want to grow on-
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take back off when you put them in
the garden’

Celery isanother vegetable that is
easy Lo grow in the garden. Y ou need
10 soak celery seed for two weeks in
the refrigerator between two very
moist picces of paper towels before

you plant it in seed starier trays. It
will take another two weeks to sprout
but abouthe time you give up on it,
it will pop right out. It needs to grow
in the trays for 30 10 45 days before -
transplanting into the garden and then
all you have to do is keep it hilled up
well. If you like celery, there's noth-
ing at the market half as good as
home grown. =

1 feel better already. There's noth-
ing like gardening to take your mind
off your aches and pains.’

If I wasn't sick and the
wasn't frozen hard as a rock and it
wasn't snowing, I'd run outside and
sow some greens right now. I'd even
doit barefooted. The doctor [ wentto
see today has promised it won'tmake
me any sicker,

Sweet
and

Sour

' By Zi Graves
Christmas 80 by, or to see the beautiful Christ-
Justwhat does Christmasmeanto  mas tree adoming the island in the

you? A trip’to the shopping mall to
join the herds of people fumbling
through racks of clothes looking for
the correct size orcolor? A stop at the
Jjewelry couniertodrool over the dia-
mond or sapphire ring you hope will
beinaspecial box withacard saying,
“To the one [love"? Or could you be
at the car dealers looking over the
new sports car you are sure will be in
thedriveway Christmas moming with
thekeysand yourname onthe*Merry
Christmas card” attached tothe stcer-
ing wheel saying, “Drive carefully,
Love, Mom & Dad™? Or you, like
many others, may be attracted to the
compuler department or book stores
where your “yeaming for leamning”
takes precedence over the frivolities
ortrivial things of life. Then thereare
thosc who go (o the Malls so they can
siton a bench and waich the crowds

d Many

center of the mall, or listening to the
Christmas Carols being sung by in-
visible singers. That is my image of
the modem day Holiday scason. |
missed the happiness of children lin-
gering over the candy counter filled

‘with a variety of candy sold by the
pougdorounce which could be mixed
1o suit the taste of the person buying
ELTbmc candy counters were famil-
farin the old five and dime stores. So
was the big colored popcomn balls in
a machine closc by. These were the
delightof children. Now allow me 1o
take you back a few years when
Christmas was a time of excitement
around the home. That was before
Malls were known about in the part
of the country [ livedinand shopping
was done from a Sears and Rocbuck,
Penney'sor Montgomery Ward cata-
log or five and dime stores in the

%

closest town to where one lived.
Money was scarce in those days but
what money one did have went much
further than the large paycheck of
todays workers. Also, those were the
days before “poverty™ and “the poor
of under-privileged” were consid-
ered tobe aclassof people that needed
specialattention. By todaysstandards
of living we were all poor so no one
paidatentionto it. We simply did the
best we could with what we had and
hoped for a better future.

‘When I was a youngster, Christ-
mas meant a holiday with all the
children participated in the activities
and would sit up late the night before
Christmas, around the fireplace and
wonder out loud what would be in
our stockings the next morning. The
fireplace took the place'of a Christ-
mas tree and the mante] used to hang
the stockings on the place for gifts
100 big to fitin them. Oh yes, we the
liulest ones, did believe Santa Claus
was a real person and would come

down the chimney before moming

and fill those stockings we had hung
on the man(¢. 1 remembet the night
my linle brother, whoalways liked 10
stick a pin in the balloans of belief,
said very matter of factly, “That aint
no such thing as Santy-Claus.” That
woke us up quickly and tears from
thé lite ones. brought a quick re-
sponse from Dad, “Herbert, you will
be sormy you said that in the morning
when you find nothing but ashes in
your stocking. Santadoesn’tlike linle
boys L0 talk that way. Dad had been
peeling apples and shelling chestnuts
for the little ones and a bowl of pop-
com handy for all who preferred it.
Dad using the ashes bencath the grate
as a disposal for the hulls and peel-
ings,and continued todosoas Mom’s
pretty voice joined in with a burst of
song “Jolly Old Saint Nicholas™ and
other Christmas carols. imecame
all wo soon and before dawn the
squirming and whispering inone bed
aroused those in the next one and

(Cont. to A3)

Like a good neighbor,

)

eason's Greetings
Thanks ToAll

éng’oy a mp‘e and) hﬂppy

3 /mlz'&ay Season.

Teresa S. Jackson, Agent

912 'W. Main * Mt. Vernon

606-256-2119

State Farm is there.

urValued Customers -

As you and your family enjoy this festive time,
please accept our sincere wishes for a holiday

filled with dreams come true.

From the Parsons Family and everyone at

Parsons Gas, Inc.

Roundstone ® 256-2288




