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ch just spent five days either in
Washington, D.C. oron the road driv-
ing 10 and from our natjon’s capital.
Those of you who havéa‘t been there
inawhile will be pleased to know that
the construction is coming along
nicely. On the other hand, if you're
looking for work there is still a lot of
heavy equipmentblocking the streets
because of a shortage of folks to
operatc it. Butbe carcful. Some of the
staff that looks like construction
equipment is permanently affixed 10
the landscape.

Every once in a while you'll run
into a pile of girders all twisted up
andstacked by thestrect with abronze
plate attached o it announcing that it
is a work of art. I assume the same
guy who paid 600 bucks for a toilct
seat at the Pentagon got suckered by
the girder guy t00.

Onenightd wentout walking with
a couple of friends on The Mall be-
tween the Capital and Washington
Monument wherethereare some very
finc statues of dead presidents and
generals and what not. | never'cease
(o be amazed at the level ef detail the
sculptors put into those things and 1
could spend days admiring them.

‘There'salotof scrap metad thrown
together by folks with welders and
way 100 much time on their hands

that is enshrined in the name of art.
Huge blobsof granifeare placed hither
and yon withhole: dinthemand
there is cven a pile nlh!ackmcks that
look like they might have been left
over by someone making a big lomb-
stone entitled “Flowing Stones.™ You
see people grasping their chins and
staring at this stuff as though they are
spellbound.

I'm wempted 10 go through my
yard with a shovel and ¢lean up the
dog pilcs, but instcad of throwing
them in the compact heap, I'm going
1o slap them, at random, onto a picce
of plywood. spray them gown with
several coatsof polyurcthané and haul
them up to the museum of modern

arn, 1-plan to call this work Blue's
ings because my old dog, Blue,
sponsible for the mess and that's
what modemn art mostly looks like to
me: one big mess after another

So if you sce it next time you're
there you can (ell the kids, “Hey |
know thai guy! Wonder if old Blue
sull chases cars?" But don't tell the
awestruck crowd standing back star-
ing with chins in hands what it is.
You will ruin their day and maybe
their entire lives.

How many of youhave read, “The
Emperors New Clothes?” Hold up *
yoar hands.

. The Emperor went through town
naked because he had beenconvineed
by some scam artist that he was
ally wearing clothes. All his subjects
ooohe and ahhhhhed at his outfit be-
cause thgy thought cverybody elsc
could see it and they didn't want il
known that they weren't cool 100, 1
maintain that th ness called
wodem art is nothing more than the
same sort of scam. For that matter, 1
believe that the average third grader
given a couple of hours and enaugh
paint could wm out wo or three
picces a day that would rival any-
thing Picaso cver did.

But whatbetter place in the world
than Washington, D.C. 10 put it on
display?

Saturday aftemoon when it was
tme for the Kentucky/Georgia Tech
game (o come on the tely 1 hopped
nto the lounge just off the lobby of
the Hyatt Hotel where T was ng
because [ knew they had seven tele
visions mounted over the bar. There
were two barienders and maybe hall
1 dozen patrons in the place, but a
single set was wned 0 a sports sta-
ton. They were watchingreplays of
the Florida Supreme Court Decision
on all seven stations and they politely
mformed me that there was a sports
bar about four blocks up M Street

Anyway, | got home late Sunday
evening, pulled into the driveway
and Loretta was standing in the door _

with a big smile on her face. It's A Dalmatian hasshown up in Paint
i thatone’sspouse  Lick i
is glad that one tofthe  from, di
cold. ° ‘become very attached to my wife and
So she gives me the big kiss and  vice versa and the bond. increases

says, “I have a liule problem in the
basement that 1 want you (0 take a
<look al.” She says this in a tone of
voice that indicates that the pmb{em
is something that needs immediate
attention so I scurry dawn the stairs,

pop open the door and a Dalmatian -

greets m, all smiles and slobbering.
And immediately, I'm wishing that
the furnace was broken after all,

daily. If you are'missing a Dalmatian
please call me as soon as possible. If
you have a Dalmatian please look
underthe bed oroutin your back yard
or wherever you keep-yopr Dalma-
tian and make sure it is still there, If
itisn’t, please call 925-2105 atonce.

Coming next week 1o your favor-
ite family newspaper: My excursion
with Briana to the Children's Mu-
seum,

7 Sweet
and

Sour
By Zi Graves

What is a survivor? Is it one who
has escaped from a sinking ship, One
who has conquered the aftermath of
cancer; the one being victorious in a
street brow! or escaped from a bum-
ing building? Well, all of these are
survivors of their i iate prob-

ond car. These are the people [ de-
scribe as the survivors of an eco-
nomical system that needs to be cor-
rected. No man or woman should
have 1o sacrifice their family life by
holding down two jobs so they can

food and wear clothes

lem and frave a right to tell others
about it without boring them with all
the details. And each one can be sure
ahigherpower was looking overhim
arherthrough itall. Then life goes on
with all the problems of ordinary
people.

There are many other survivors
who carry scars of their battles with
cvents we wouldn't classify as
disastorous so don't think of them as

cat
equal 10 their classmates in school.
No woman should have to pay some-
one else 1o care for her child so she
can work to feed the others. We do
not need more people on welfare, we
need better wages E)r those willing to
"carn their bread by the sweat of their
brow," and those willing to doso will
be the survivors of a sysiem designed
by those who have no knowledge of
what thelimits of aweckly minimum
S,

survivors. They are folk
living under the pressure of a system
where socicty sets the standards for
living where the economical scale is
sa much higher than the wage scale,
that many people are struggling 0
mect the necessities of life much less
the simple luxury of a home or sec-

Our Readers Write

S5,
on the bread winner. And those set-
ting the standard of living which de-
termines the price of merchandise we
all must pay for the necessitics of life
have no need 1o worry.
Iclassmyselfasa “survivor” since
I moved to Rockcastle County some

Dear Editor,

The recent recall of ground beel
from American Foods Group, Inc.,
due to probable E. coli contamina-

410 6 p.m. daily through
Christmas at
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tion should serve asa wake-up call 1o
those who still consume unheaithy,
bacteria-laden meat products.

How many morc children have 1o
die, and adults be made violendy ill,
before society kicks the meat habit?
According to the Centers for Disease
Control, there are more than 20,000
E. coli infections from tainted meat
every year in the United States. Gov-
cmment guidelines for the "safe han-
dling” of beef read like instructions
for disposing of 1oxic waste.

“There is simply no such thing as
“safe” meat. Inaddition to E.coliand
other food-borme contaminants, ani-
mal products contribute 10 heart at-
tacks, strokes, high cholesterol, obe-
sity. high blood pressure and a slew
of otherdiscases. So throw the beefin
the garbage and contact People for
the Ethical Treatment of Animals at
1-888-VEG-FOOD for safe, healthy
and delicious vegetarian recipes.

Sincerely,
Heather Moore 2
Correspondent PETA

Dear Editor,

My name is Kimberly Doan and
T'm writing to tell you what my apin-
ion is about Christmas. About one
month before Christmas everyone
starts to.over flow in the store to do
their holiday shopping. People don't
think about other-families this time
but only of their own. Haven't you
ever sat in your nice warm house
wondering about things? This is onc
of the things that I have been won-
dering about. To see the faces of the
children whom awake duc to the cold
and hunger, to see the faces of chil-
dren who have no toys and turkey,
but instead sec only heartache and
piin. To hearthe sound of their own
stomach instead of the Christmas
carols on the television or radio.

The children that are paying for
the faults.of the parcats of life's
troubles are the next generation. The
children that don’t eat three or even
two times a day and the ones that
wear the dirty clothes and feel the
pain of being outcasts to the ones that,
are only the same as them, them-
selves. For the ones that have the
strength to look forward, to wish and
dream of the time when their wish
for a happy, warm, loving, and non-
troublesome Christmas will come.

So, instead of every one going out
and spending hundreds of dollars for
your children a new car that your
children could work for to have or
toys that will never be played with,
look for the other children in your
heart and help the ones that need it
most. Make the children that feel the
outcast pain think that there is a God
and people with good hearts.

Sincerely yours,
Kimberly R. Doan
Mt. Vernon

sixty ‘years, ago with-my husband,
Mat Graves and baby daughter, only
five months old, and learned 1o be a
‘mother, husband's help male, gar-
dener, road worker, how 10 use a
cross cut saw, build a house, carry
water from the spring, wash clothes
‘ona wash board and cook on a woad
burning stove, after I finallylcarncd
how 10 build a fire in it and keep it
going long enough to cook’'a meal.
All the time keeping a welcome mat
ready at the door for all comers to use
at their will which was frequently
done by family and friends. I planted
the garden, with help from Mat, has-
vesied the results and canned it for
« future use. Had one more childalitile
boy who grinned up at me with a
crooked smile and twinkle in hiscyes
when he was’ three days old. More
work hands had 10 be cooked for
during this time for a barn was being
built.

Five yearsinOhiowas spent work-
ing at a defense plant during World
War II. Then back to Rockcastle
County to take over where we leftoff.
On the way back Mat had a wreck
with a truck he was bringing our
fumiture home on. And we lostall of
our furniture.

So'once again we had w0 begin
from seraich to fumish our home

afler cleaning the dirty run down one.
we had left five years carlier clean
and ready for the new tenants o live

* in. That added insult to injury (o one

who didn't want to come back to the

* hardships of a pioncering life any-

way.

“Two years later we were blessed
with our last child, Polly Lynn. She
was my first (0 be born in a hospital
and | must say 1 loved the attention
and care 1 received at the "Old
Somersct City Hospital.”

There arc many hardships and tri-
als [ could wlk about between then
and now as wellas many more happy
events such as rearing-three children
to maturity withoul ever a cause for
worry and all three finished college
by working their way. Thenall three
marrying mates we notonlyapproved
of, but loved as our own.

Judy and husband, Ron presented
us with our firstgrandchildren, Deno
and Ann, Rodney and Helen with one
grandson, Birchand Polly and Chuck
gave us Chad. And I have lived long
enough to see them all graduate from
college and two of them married.
What else is there for me to live or
wish for?

So, Lam a survivor and will re-
main so until a Higher Power says
enough.
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