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State's

top

team coming
to the ROCK

When the Rockeastle County
Rockets take on Fort Thomas High-
lands on- Friday night they will be
facing the number one ranked team
in the state of Kentucky.

Highlands only loss this scason
came at Paul Browri Stadium when
they lost 21-14 to Cincinnati Elder.

An estimated crown of 35,000
waiched that game.

Besides being ranked numberone
the suate of Kentucky in all four
classes, Highlands is alsorankéd num-
ber 17 in the nation.

. Last week, Highlands defcated
Harrison County 45-7, a team that
was undefeated before last week.

They also did that without their
stantingquarterback, whodidnotplay
because of illness.

Highlands alsaghas at least five
players that will play division onc
football and abdut six to seven more
that will play at the small college
fevel. - 5

"We will have to be at our best -

but our team has played hard all sea-

son long and we have playcd some
pretty good competition at times.
defensive coach Tony Saylor said

Rockcastle has the state’s number
one ranked defense and they will
have 10 stop Gino Guidugli, who is
leading the stale in passing.

He averages over 300 yards a
game and. he has thrown 46 wuch-
down passes.

Highlandshasalso won more state
titles than any other school,

Advance tickets arc available at
the Rockeastle County High School
Wednesday (today), for S5 cach

Tickets will also be available at

Senior middle linebacker Travis Ingram, who holds the
record for tackles at RCHS, proudly holds the champion-
“ship trophy on Friday night. The Rockets will host the
number one team in the state on Friday night.

Mahaffey's Sporting Goods, across
from 'the Rockcastle High School,
from 8 a.m. o 1 p.m. Thursday and
from 8 a.m. to 12 Noon on Friday.
Tickets at the gate will be $7.00. The
gate will not open until 4 p.m. on
Friday night.
A very large crowd is expected
forFriday night's gamc at the ROCK.
Game time.is 7:30.

ROCK
wins
Region

(Cont. from front)

Besides the regional champion-
ship the Rockets set records in games
won, firstat 12-0 and #ow at 13 and
0.

Friday night's game was a hard
fought contest that saw Rockcastle
pick uponly 190 yards of offense and
Sheldon Clark gain only 201,

Rockcastle's game winning
touchdown came in the third quarter
when Quarterback Christopher Par-
sons foundastreaking Derrick Bussell

on a 46 yard touchdown pass.
Senior Greg Terry nailed the ex-
tra point and Rockcastle led 7-0.
Sheldon Clark's only touchdown
of the game came in the fourth quar-
Ler with about four minutes © go,
when they picked off a Rockcastle
pass and ran it back into Rocket ter-

for the Rockets’ only score.

Quarﬁerhnck Ch rlslopher Parsons gets instructions from
head coach Tom Larkey. Parsons threw a 46 yard pass

ritory.
Sheldon Clark scored of a‘two
yird run and instead of trying for the
extra point kick to tic the game, they
went for (wo. :

Sophomore Marty Reagan picked
off the Sheldon Clark pass and the
Rockets had waon their first ever re-
gional championship.

Sheldon Clark gol one more
chance at the end zone, but Reagan
again picked off a Sheldon Clark
pass 1o scal the deal.

‘The Rockets first score was nul-
lified in the second quarter when
Bussell picked off a Sheldon Clark
pass and ran it back SO yards for the
score

Bussell made a spectacular run,
but it was called back becausc of a
block in the back after the intercep-
tion.
Hesides Bussell and Reagan's in-
terceptions linebacker Greg Harper
also picked off aSheldon Clark pass.

No other defensive stats were
available at press ime because of a
filming malfunction.

OffensivélytheRockets were led
by Parsons whocompleted nincof 19
pass atempts for 112 yards. He also
rushed for 43 yards on six carrics and
threw the lone score.

Bussell had nine yards on four
carries and he caught Lwo passes for
54 yards and the score.

Clay Dooley had 12 yardson five
carries.

Reagan had nine yards on four
carries and he caught one pass for
four yirds.

Josh Hale had five yards on one
carry and he caiight three passes for
33 yards.

Hmpcrmughl lhrcc passesfor21
yan

Tery was one for one in extra
. point kicks.

"Qurkids played their heas
- it was a hard fought game,
Fad coach Tom Larkey.

"It was no doubt the most physi-
cal ‘game that our team has been
involvedinallseason. Sheldon Clark
-had a great team, loaded with se-
niors, but our team was determined
that we were going Lo bring the Re-
gional C
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to the real ROCK," Larkey said.

“lam very pleased with our team’s
¢ffort and with ‘what they have ac-
complished - it is really something
speeial when you make it (o the final
four tcams in the state,” said defen-
sive coach Tony Saylor.

“Now we've gol fo get ready for
Highlands," he said.

~'The ROCK will host Highlands
in'the statc semi-finals on Friday
night.

Win or lose Friday, the Signal
will do a special tribute to this year's
regional champions in next week's
paper.

Purchase tickets at
Mabhaffey’s Sporting
Goods Thursday or
Friday for Friday
night’s gamne
85 In Advance
87 At The Gate

Rockeastle High
School basketball

Both the girls and boys baskel-
ball teams will begin regular scason
play next week.

The boy's team, which has been
10 the regional tournament in the past
three seasons, will begin the 2000 -

2001 season next Tuesday night,

when they host Lee County.
The girls team, which has also

‘begins next week

been very successful in past seasons,
which included _a trip 1o the state
tournament in 1998, will kick off
their season at McCreary Central on
y. November 30.
irls head coach is Chrysti
Noble and the boys head coach is
Clayton Cash.

Look for the basketball special
section in the Signal on December 7.

2000-01 Rockcastle Co. High School
Rockets Basketball Schedule
Nov.28  Lee County Home
Dec. 1  Knox(Central Away
4. Jackson County Home GV/BV
8 Lynn Camp Away
12 Clay County Home GV/BV
14,15,16 McDonald’s Classic Harrodsburg
19 OBl Home
22 All Saints Home
Jan. 5  Clay County Away GV/BV
9 SWPulaski Away
12 Williamsburg Home
13 Australia Home
16  Madison Southern Away
20 Lincoln County Home °
23 Monticello Away GV/BV
26 Whitley Co. Away
29 OBl Away
Feb. 2  Jackson County Away GV/BV
3 Somerset Away
8  AllSaints Away
9  North Laurel Home GV/BV
12 OPEN
13 Barbourville Away
16 OPEN
20 Evarts Away
23 McCreary Central Away

>
Coathes Tom Larkey and Tony Saylor give instructions to their team during Friday
night’s regional championship game. The Rockets won their fiist ever regional title'and
are now among only four teams left in the Class AAA play-offs.

The Rocket defense is ranked number one in the state - but they will have their hands
full on Friday night when the Bluebirds from Highlands come to the ROCK. Highlands
is ranked number one in the state and 17th in the nation. Last week the Rockets played
at Sheldon Clark, one of the worst kept fields in the state, which is evidenced by the
photo above.




