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ORV meeting held

About 60 local landowners
crowded into the Appalachian-Sci-
ence in the Public Interest (ASPI)
‘Nature Center last Wednesday (Oc-

. tober:25th) to talk about the off-road
wvehicle (ORV) problems or land-
owner use of such vehicles. The

. -meeting began with Connie Gross,
Laurel County resident and
Rockcastle County property owner,
telling about the futile efforts of her

family ta keep the vehicles off their _

land. “If you put up ‘no trespassing”
signs, they will just tear them down.”
She went o to say along with others
that “We do not need new law, we
need law enforcement.”

Jerry Waddle, of Livingston, di<
rector of Rockcastle River Rebirth,
mentioned that the Rockeastle River
has a “wild and scenic™ designation
He said, “Everytime you puta wheel
into the shoals you are- potentially

killing endangered species, espe-

cially several varieties of mussels. He
added that there were 18 different
endangered specics including three
species of “darter”, a minnow upon
which many larger game fish depend
for food.’

John Strojan, London District
Ranger for the Daniel Boone Na-
tional Forest, disputed the total lack
of enforcement claim that was
voiced, and said that 34 citations
were issued the previous weekend in
the Hawk Creek area of Laurel
County. He went on to say that unli-
censed vehicles were not allowed on
any gablic and private lands without
explicit permission,.but these in-
fringements are beyond the jurisdic-
tion of the U.S. Forést Service itself.

Landowners spoke of the damage

done to fences, riverbanks, pasture
lands and hillsides, and expressed
their outrage at the invasion of their
privacy and property. One Rockcastle
County seniof citizen told of his frus-
tration; *I take care of my family's
old cemetery and they have even torn
down the fence and driven into the
graveyard itself.” Peter Ayers, a Lau-
rel County emergency medical tech-
nician; spoke both about the noise of
the ORV late at night and that there

is extreme danger from recreational
vehicle accidents. He mentioned a
dozen such mishaps this year alone
“with helicopters needed on five oc-
<asions, The situation was confirmed
by a Laurel County student who said
ail of the boys he knew brag about
ORV riding and how many near-ac-
cidents they have had.

Off-road vehicle owners present,
for the most part, spoke of their re-
spect for their neighbors’ rights and
indicated they would not cross their

‘neighbors” property without permis-

* sion. They also said they stuck {o al-

lowed roads and trails and did not
damage surrounding ferrain or river.
Many Blamed out-of-state riders for
the damage to private and public

* property’ and mentioned how much

some types of vehicles are more de-
structive than others when traveling
across country on unproteeted sur-
faces. They added that they often do
now know where private and public
property lines are located.

The rapid increase in ORV-carry-
ng trucks (180 at the 909 site on Sat-
urday, October 28th by ASPI
counters) pose a challenge on many
fronts. On weekends, trucks now line

: Cra
the 909 road for overa mile, farmore
than used the site a ycar ago. Many

-of the trucks have out-of-state li-

censes. One in the audience noted

. thatwith the approach of hunting sea-

\

son there could be a number of gun-
related accidents.

While the audience appeared di-
vided at the beginning, a consensus
was emerging before the evening was

New law re

aver that all need to be

child to have y age three

intiding such vehicles and net to tres-
mmp&upew\u'mm
suggestion

ASPI director, draw up a formal pe-
tition to be pi ted to Governor
Paul Patton, demanding enforcement

of already existing laws regarding _

these unlicensed vehicles, since
county enforcement is virmally non-
existent. :

quires eye

exams for children

Children entering the public
school system now, need more than
the usual required i i

of Medicine.

Kentucky law:

For example, strabismus, which is
3 a or misali of one
ychild i vision loss,

entering a public school to have proof
of a vision examination performed
cither by an optometrist or an oph-
thalmologist. The mandatory exami-
nations are aimed at improving pre-
school education and identifying
children who have special nceds
early,

“We hope (o identify children who
need glasses, have eye muscle prob-
lems, or demonstrate other vision
problems, so that they can be treated
appropniately as early as possible,”
said Julia Stevens, M.D., a pediatric
ophthalmologist at the University of
Kentucky Chandler Medical Center.

“If problems such as amblyopia,
which is weak vision in one or both
eyes, aren't caught by the time a child
is seven, treatment often is difficult
or not possible. Performing a vision
examination carly will help us fix cye
problems while we have a chance,”
said Stevens, an associate professor
of ophthalmology in the UK College

and it's a treatable condition.

About 3 to § percent of children
have strabismus or amblyopia, which
may not be visible to the naked eye.
‘The new law does not require that a
child’s eyes be dilated for the exam,
but Stevens highly recommends it

“A dilated exam helps us pick up
 hidden need for glasses and prob-
lems with the retina and the structure
of the eye - problems that could be
missed ifa child’s eyes aren't dilated
during the exam," she said

Achild’s physician should screen
for vision problems at the six-month
checkup. The ideal age for an exam
by an eye care specialist is three 10
four years. N

“By that age, children have
cnough verbal skills o identify items
on a picture eye chart, and we can
measure vision accurately and per-
form an eye muscle test,” Stevens
said.

It’s even more important for a

‘'was made that Al Fritsch, -

if thére’s a family history of poor vi
sion or other eye problems. Children
who were premature at birth and chil-
dren with any type of neurological

* disorder are at an increased risk for

eye problems.

if a parent notices a child's eyes
are drifting or turning, or if the child
doesn’t seem 1o be able to recognize
objects at a distance, a child should
see an eye care specialist as soon as
possible.

Parents sometimes make the mis-
take of thinking a problem will cor-
rect itself, but that frequently is not
the case. Eyeglasses, medication,
patches and/or surgery can be used
to correct eye problems, which may
take years of treatment.

Stevens said parents could take
several measures 1o protect their
children's eyesight: '

* Accidents cause many serious
eye injuries, including blindness.
Keep potential hazards such as cican-
ing products, sparklers, pokers and
weapons out of the reach of children.

* Children who wear glasses
should use sports goggles when par-
ticipating in athletics.

* Helmets often protect children's
eyes as well as their heads.

* Sunglasses with UV protection
and hats protect.a child’s eyes from
sundamage. Skin cancers around the
eyes are common, 50 be Sure 0 ap-
ply sunscreen around the eyes

Many parents worry that playing

video games, watching television and
using & computer may affect their
children’s sight, but Stevens said that, |
in general, these. activities are not
tiarm ful to vision.
“Your child's eyes
tant,” Stevens said:

(éry impor-
£ you ask se-

nior citizens what sense they value
the most, they'll tell you it's theiF =
eyesight. For a lifetime of good vi-
sion, it’s important“for a child to be
screened carly.”
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ABSOLUTE

Location:
From Brodhead, turn
onto Highway 1505.
Proceed approxi-
mately 2 miles to the
auction site. Auction
signs are posted.

from Mt. Vernon.

of Lear Crest Subdivisions’
-10 Choice Building Lots
Sat., Nov. 4, 2000 at 1:30 p.m.

Brindle Ridge Section of Rockcastle County, Ky.

PLEASE NOTE:

“49Lots (o Choose From
“Most lots measure 112 acre +
BlacktopStreets

ity Water

Underground Uilities
Cable TV,

| ‘Restricted Residential
“Cemmunily

This. will be a buyer’s choice auction.
Purchasers can choose any lot they desire.
Auctioneer’s Note: Seldom do you have the opportunity to pur-
chase a nice country lot in a restricted location at your own price.
Ten of these lots will sell to the highest bidder, regardless of price.
Property is conveniently located only 15-20 minutes from Berea, 20
minutes from Sfanford, 5 minutes from Brodhead and 10 minutes

The Auction will be held under the Ford Brothers auction tent.

Lots 18, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 50, 51, 52 and 53 WILL NOT be for sale.

Terms: 20% down day of sale, balance in 30 days. Or, for special financing
arrangements, contact the auctioneers before the auction.

For additional information, contact the selling agents.

FORD BROTHERS, INC..

AUCTIONEERS-REALTORS :
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