Bittersweet Festival in Mt.

Countians.

Mrs. Willetta Owens, of Mt. Vernon,had a black Wooly Worm at the
‘ernon on Saturday. She said the dark-
ness of the Wooly Worm meant a bad winter ahead for Rockeastle

Leonard “Rog;

Hammond, of Maretburg, has made it pretty clear
who he would like to see win the President's race. Hammond painted
his garage door in support of Repubtican George W. Bush.

KimMcFerron, of the
Senior Citizens Center's

the microwave they donated

ingston Homemakers Club, presents Livingston
te manager Edna Cameron with a microwave
The center and staff would like to thank the Livingsion Homemakers for

(Venters) for having the audacity o
disagre¢ with the office of the
Commonwealth’s Altomey.

Particularly, the young lawyers .

of the Commonwealth's Atiorney's

In May of 1983, the president of
Iceland presented Mr. Rosenthal with
the Icelandic Order of the Falcon, the
highest award presented to anyone
other than heads of state and royalty.

offie seem to be concerned that the In 1935, be was preseried thacHall .
I’n:l scm:ru-.mg imposed by the of Fame Award by the International
Coun (Ve diff from |J|c anchisc for his pioncer
twel K in and ibutions to

f Rockeastle County who served  franchising.
3l iy ! In, 1986, he was presented the Hu-
Specifically, (he  mabitarian Award by the Center for
Commonwealth's Attomey's offisc Mo—l:culnr Medicine and Immu-nol-
critically chargesthat the Court (Ven-

ters) "has substituted its judgment “in 1990, he was awarded the Op-

for those twelve citizens.”

The new found reverence of the
‘Commonwealth Atorney's office for
the-wisdom of Rockcastle County
Jjuriesisapparcntly reserved fortimes
‘When they agree with the jury's ver-
dict, and is a far cry from the more
often heard contempt expressed for
Rockcastle County jurics by the law-
yers of the Commonwealth's
Attorney's office.

This Court (Venters) nceds no
reminder from the Commonwealth's
Attorney's office about the role of
jurors in fixing sentences incriminal
cases nor about sending the wrong
message (o the people of Rockcastle
County. The undersigned (Venters)
has served people in Rockeastle

Gospel Music Celebration Oct.‘ 19-21

Prepare to experience three days
of outstanding gospel music at
Renfro Valley during our third annual
“Gospel Music Celebration,” featur-
ing four distinguished gospel groups.
_ First to appear. on Thursday; Oc-
tober 19at 7:00 p.m. in the New Bam
Theatre are Jeff and Shemri Easter.
Throughout the history of Southern
Gospel music, never has there been
a pair of artists more authentic than
this gracious, high-energy husband
and wife team. With numerous “Top
20" songs and awards to their credit,
Jeff and Sherm Easter have received
wide professional acelaim. Jeff and
Sherm may be best known for their
toe-tapping, soul-stirring, spirit-filled
songs, but at the heart of their music
1s a message of faith.

On Friday, October 20 at 7:00
p.m. and 9:15 p.m. in the Old Bam
Theater, The Perrys share their won-
derful musical talent. With over 25
years in Southern Gospel music.
“The Perrys" are one of the top re-
quested groups in the Gospel Music
Industry

Saturday, October 21 at 12:30
p.m. in the New Barn Theater, gucs
can hear The. ida Boys, pioneet
in the Southern Gospel world. Tal-
ent, and jost

1975, when Mr. Mont-
gomery was in grade school and Mr.
Dalton and Mr. Brown were tod-
dlers. The Court (Venters) served 3
1/2 years: as an  Assistant
Commonwealth's Attorney in

Roclzc.-ntlv: Caumy S years as a

timist Cup for service to the commu-
nity of Lexington.
In 1994, he was named to the Uni-

,. versity of Kentucky College of Busi-

ness and Economics Hall of Fame.

These are dnly a few of the awards
given (o this very deserving commu-
nity servant.

Today the Rockcastle County
Kiwanis Club would like to join those
of his community in paying a special
tribute to the man, who in 1989, find-
ing himself bored after 32 days of
retirement, came to Renfro Valley
and found himself enveloped in the
history and heritage of this entertain-
ment center.

With his leadership, the positive
changes he has made has not gone
unnoticed by those who realize the
success of our community and eco-
nomic development, in a very large
part, depends on the success of
Renfro Valley.

In addition to his contributions to
the Entertainment Center we, as a
community, were overwhelmed with

p\am stubbomness 1o keep singing
until the Lord tells you to stop--that's
what The Florida Boys have been
doing for almost 50 years

Also on Saturday, October 21 in
the Old Barn Theater at 7:00 p.m. and

in joyous celebration. Their “front
porch singing” has become wmc~
what of a trademark for The
who literally grew up spending (hclr
early evenings 2 on the front
porch and singing. The Bishops have
been nomiated for numerous awards
and have had several #1 hits.
Ticket prices are $13.00 and
$15.00 plus tax and handling. To ob-
tain information and reservations for
Renfro Valley's Gospel Music Cel-
ebration and all other Renfro Valley
shows, concens, special events and
festivals, call 800-765-7464 or 606-
256-2638, or visit our website
renfrotalley.com

Burley co-op to sell 50-60
million pounds of pool crop

The Lexington based Burley To-
baceo Growsts Cooperative Associa-
tion announced last week its decision
10 sell between 50 and 60 million
pounds of processed, stored tobacco
from its burley pool stocks

“This is good news for tobacce

farmers,” Rod Kiegel, president of

the Burley Co-ap, stated.

- The Co-op represents tobacco
growers and quata holders in Ken-
ucky, Indiana, Ohio, Missouri and

counterpart Burley Stabilization Cor-
poration, which intends to sell nine
million pounds

An open bid process which closed
September 12 determined what
would be sold. The co-op received
bids frogy 10 companies and leaf
dealers fof all crop years (1994,
1997-99). However the 1999 crop,
damaged ry drought, received only
two bids at a 40 cents per pourd av-

_said.

erage.

*This is the same tobacco we have
under loan from the farmer for $2 a
pound,” Danny McKinney, Burley
Co-op CEO and Rockceastle resident,
ems clear that even the
companies declare the 1999 cmp a
disaster.”

MceKinney went on to say that
“solving the problem with the ‘99
crop" was among the co-op's top pri-
orities

*We intend to stay focused on sell-
ing pool stocks, whitle not adversely

affecting the no-net fee,” McKinney

said. .
Co-op officials hope the move

will prevent a cut in basic quota for

2001, but that is not guaranteed. Ken-
tucky Agriculture Commissioner
Billy Ray Smith issued a press re-

lease praising the decision o sell off

the excess burley, saying it was the
"best news” tobacco farmers have
heard in‘a while.

““This news, coupled with the
overall high quality of the 2000 crop,
will give tobacco growing families a
reason to smile for a change,” Smith
stated.

The funding was obtained by
Rogers, who served as a member of
the joint House-Scnate conference
committec that wrote the final ver-
sion of the legislayion. Rogers.is a
senior member of the House Appro-
priations Commitice.

Program

(Cont. from front)

ignated ticrsbron’e, silver and gold
- according 10 the program’s criteria
met upon appl Mt. Vemon'is

Road
Funding

(Cont. from front)

by Rogers 1o improve a section” of
U.S. 25 which leads to the site of the,
Country Music Hall of Fame in
Rockcgstle’ County. The money will
allow for a section of the highway to

“ be expanded into three lanes of traf-

fic. This week, the House of Repre-
sentauves isexpecied togive its final

* approval o the bill which alsp in

cludes S478 million for Kentucky's

_highways and $22.9 million for tar-

geted highway and airport projects
within Roger’s Sth Congressional
District.

= “The Congress has agreed 1o pro-
vide federal funding tothis |mpunan|

campaign (o promote new busiriess,
improve tourismand create new jobs.
[ fought to provide thatinvestment in
this year's bill and worked toinclude
a number of other fransportation
projects vital o our region.”

The measure includes $5 million
for continued development of a sec-
tionof

a bronze community, The program
es communities to reach the
highest level possible by awarding
funds to those in the silver and gold
levels. Opportunities for bronze and
silver communities.to advance are
offered periodically,
Mt. Vernon s considered to be a
Phase I Community. This means the

y has expres an inter-
et in chmuv«n re ation and

and London.

ditional S1

improvements underway on astreich
of the D; arkway inLeslic

the leaders have demon-
strated a commitment 1o downtowrn

successful partnerships being formed
between state and local governments
10 return our downtowns to vibrant,
healthy centers of activit
Patton. “Through this re
ofaffordable housing, retail and busi-
ness centers and cultural opportuni- |
ties in the heart of our cities, future
generations will reap the benefits of
this initiative (o restore our heritage."
Representing M1, Vemon at the

,

st17 yearsas

his when in July 2000

aclrculljudgc and hasbeenelected
1o judicial officc in Rockcastle
County five times, four of which
were without even token opposi-
tion.

‘The duty imposed upon the
Court (Venters) by the citizens of
Rockcastc County, as well 4s the
citizens of Pulaski County and Lin-
coln County, requires it Lo exercise
independent judgment. The citizens
of Rockcastle County expect the
Court (Venters) exercise its inde-
pendent judgment, including the
duties placed upon the Court (Ven-
ters), which authorizes. the Court
(Venters) o modify asentence fixed
bya jury. Here, however, the Court
did notexercise thatauthority; rather
itimposed the sentence that the jury
fixed for each offense. The
Commonwealth's irrilation arises
from the fact that the Court (Ven-
ters)-ordered-the-sentences to-be
served concurrendly rather than con-
secutively. Kencky law requires
that when multiple sentences are

he donated the entire Renfro Valley
Entertainment Center to the Ken-
tucky Country Music Hall of Fame
tobe located in Renfro Valley. In giv-
ing back to our community this enor-
mous gift of our history and heritage
he has shown he understood its im-
portance (o our people who will
hopefully be able to nurture and sus-
tain this valley for future generations
to come.

It was unanimously agreed by our
club that no one deserves this Everett
€. Brown Award for outstanding
community service more than War-
ren W. Rosenthal. We sincerely thank

you for your generosity and contri- ,

bution. It is alsa our hope that you
will join the many other folks upon
hearing the sweet sound of the
melody. “Take Me Back to Renfro
Valley™ written by John Lair long
ago, that you, like them, will be trans-
ported back (o this special place and
the precious memories here that are
<0 worth preserving

involved, the jury shall
whether the scntences shall be
served concurrently or consccu-
tively. In this case the jury recom-
mended thatthe sentences be served
consccutively. The Court (Venters)
is not bound by the jury's recom-
mendation in that regard, and whm

League of Cities C n was
Bige W. Towery, Jr., Chairman of the
Renaissance Kentucky Application
Committee and Executive Director of
the Rockeastle County Development
Board

Controversy
(Cont. from front)
not be given'second, third and fourth
chances 1o.€ommil more crimes any-_

specially in Rockcastle
" the Commonwealth’s mo-

Last Frldny Judge Venters issued
an  order ‘cOncerning  the
Commonwealth's motion for recon-
sideration of theappeal bond for Benji
Jones.

Andllupm\mb]yun]ukculyu&cr
order he has ever issued in a case.

‘The order clearly shows the oni-
happiness of the Circuit Judge with
the wording of the Commonwealth's
motion,

Venters denied the motion and
called it insulting and said that he
would not tolerate such motions from
the Commonwealth Auomey’s office

Venters wrote: "Nonc of the rea-
son offered by the Commonwealth
for denying bond on appeal involve
matters that have arisen since Jones'

County. S3 million has also been
provided in the bill for rural bus and
bus facility nceds in southem and
cmtrn Keritucky. Another $900,000

Thé' chmnitimty is
clearly et the béginning ghase of he
local revitililization effort and must
meet all eligibility criteria identified

for Phase | designated. A Phasc

park prés-
ervation workat the Cumberland Gap
Tunnel Park .in Bell County -and
$100,000 1o complete a 6-mile sec-
tion of the Rails-to-Trails project of
the Lake Cumberland Trail Founda-
tion in Pulaski County.

Rogers also succe Jsfully included

project in
Rogers aid today. “The Cmm[ry‘
Music Hall of Fame fits into our new
tourism plan for the region and the
work 10 improve it for the tourists
who come to visitus must begin right
now. Our goal is o provide new
opportunities for this region. A sys-
tained federal investment in our
region’s transportation network and
infrastructure is a critical part of our

Lationappropriations bxll allowing d\c
State of Kentucky 1o receive special
funds forstatesthatadopta .08 Blood
Alcohol Content (BAC) standard for
DUI (driving under the influence)
laws. The bill releases $2,492,121 in
federal incentive funding to the state
An_ administrative error in the Ken-
tucky law made the state technically
ineligible for the funding.

must progress to the
Phase II level within a two-year pe-
riod from the date of designation an-
nouncement.

The Renaissamce committee’s top
five priorities are downtown Mt.
Vernon/Renaissance area beautifica-
tion; preservation of the Historical
and Cultural Heritage of the Ren:
sance area; promote the economic
development of downtown Mt.
Vemon: explore the potential pur-
chase, restoration-and use of the St.
Clair Building at the corner of Main
and Richmond Streets and the pro-
motion of tourism for the Renais-
sance area.

~original

or matters
which reqdire the presentation of
wintesses. At the conclusion of the
sentencing hearing, the court (Judge
Venters) told counsel that it would
take the matter under advisement
and suggested to the. auorney for.
Jones that he submit a wriuer mg-
tionandatendered order to the Court
(Vepters) as a reminder o the Court

Venters) thal the matter was under
consideration. No further hearings
were :nnl:mplawd or n:qlnr«i. by
law, 7 the-order reads.

"The motion of the Common-
wealth appears 1o be more of a pub-
licly seeking device instead of a re-
sponsible motion. Itappears to be.an
gffortof the Acting Commonwealth's
Auomey, Eddy Monigomery, the
Assistant Commonwealth's Attor-
ney, Christopher Brown and the
Assistant C Atlorney,

“The concept of R
Kentucky is working because of the

David Dalton, to chastise the Court

imposing
10 exércise its sound judgment in
such malters.

The attorney for the Common-
wealth expressed in their motion
their belicl "that violent criminals
should be held accountable for their
actions, and not given second, third
and fourth chances o commit more
crimes anywhere - especially in
Rockeastle County.” In practice, it
scems that their belief applies only
td criminal defendants who have
Jury trials since such vigor is-not
always evident in their plea bar-
gaining.

Butbeing "held accountable” is
a vague enough expression that it
could apply to practically any dis-
position in a criminal casc. Why
this belicf is applicable "especially
in Rocl:casdc County,” remains a
mystery.”

However, after all the allegations,
motions and orders, Jones remains in
jail, serving the remainder.of a nine
month sentence in District Court.

After Jones was found guilty in
Circuit Court in May, District Judge
Michael Henry revoked his probation
in a District Court case from 1998.

That case stems from August 21,
1998 incident, in which Jones was
shooting atahouse occupied by three
children and two udulrs one of which
was his ex-wife.

Judge Venters wrote inhis order
that he could not set aside the Dis-
trict Court sentence, because it was

* adifferent case in a different court.

Jones could be released on the
appeal bort; after he serves the rest
of his District Court sentence.

Award

(Cont. from front)

service 1o his community by the nu-
merous boards and committees he
has served.

“Among his, many awards and
‘honors are: National recipient of the
Multi-Unit Food Service operators-
award, Man of the year award, The
Gold Plate Award, Outstanding Citi-
zen of the Year in 1977, The
Tmmylvanm Medal for outstanding

scrvice, The Spirit of Lifc award in
979, ,

Everett C.
Brown Award

erett C. Brown Award
shed by the family of
Everett C. Brown, as a memonial
10 his life's achievements.

The family wishes to recognize
outstanding service, leadership and
commitment*by community lead-
ers in his memory.

Begun in 1978, in meriory of
Everett C. Brown, who, lived in
Rogkcastle County as a child, Mr.
Brown retained a strong feeling for
his birthplace throughout his life
and upon his death the Browa
Family established the award.

The award is presented by the
Kiwanis Club of Rockcastle
County and has been managed by
them for several years. The recipi-
entreceives a $50.00 savings bond
from the Brown Family and the
Kiwanis Club purchases a plaque
with recipients name on it. In ad-
dition, recipients name is engraved
on a permanent Everett C. Brown
Awird plaque displayed at
Rockeastle County Courthouse.

Bussell

(Cont. from front)

40 years; was a former part-owner of
the Little World's Fair in Brodhead.
He retired in 1997 from the
Rockeastle County School system ,
having driven a school bus for-55~
years. He was of the protestant faith.

Mr. Bussell is survived by his wife
of 53 years, Willene Yadon Busse!
one son, Bryan Bussell of Brodhel
one daughter, Kathy Dychouse and
husband, Kenneth of Brodhead; four
grandchildren, Heather and Bryanna
Bussell and John and Mark Dyehouse
and two special nicces, Donna Rice
of Monticello and Peggy Daniels of

“ Destin, Florida. Besides his parents,
he was preceded in death by one sis-
ter, Corrine Bussell Hurt and hus-
band, Eddie Hurt and one brother,
Charles Bussell:

Visitation for Mr. Bussell will be
Thursday, October 12, from 6:00-
9:00 p.m. at the Marvin E.-Owens
Home for Funerals in Brodhead.

Services will be Friday, October
13, at 2:00 p.m. at the funeral home
chapel with Bro, Mark Whicker and
Bro. Buford Parkerson officiating.
Burial will be in the Piney Grove
Cemetery,




