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Bittersweet committee should be I

commended on a job well done

llmm_i Yemon

Our hats are off this weck to the
Biuersweet Festival commitice.

Although they had very lindetime
to coordinate the annual event, they
did 4 stellar job.

Main Street in ML Vemon was
decorated beautifully and there were
plenty of activities and cntertain-
ment for the young and old alike.

Had it not been for the efforts of
Carol Kirby, Phyllis Deatherage,
Sherry Hansel, Teresa Bussell, Janet
McCluré, Sharon Thacker, Lisa
Sutton, Chris Kirby and Minnic
Kirby, there would ot have been a
Fall festival in Mt. Vemon for the
first ime in over ten years.

Other than a very small adver-
usement in the classifieds, the M
Vemon City Council did liwle 10
inform the public that no- festival
was going to be held this year.

Onc citizen told me that he was
basically told that city employces.
were 100 busy tomanage the festival
from city hall.

He said he gol the impression
they didn't have time because they
were so busy counting the Lax moncy
generaed by the occupational tax

Part of the blame lies right here
with me because I missed a couple

going to have it - but that sull doesn’t
change the fact that the city could
have run a larger, more noticable,
public notice asking for help. Citi-
zens were nqt informed. of the
council’s decision until a short front
page story just over a month ago.
That story in this publication was
all it ook 1o get the auention of the
people mentioned above and the fe

stival was on. As one of therh wohd
me, lrwyhamiqose:m:fcsmnuuﬂ

10p.

Although the commitice did a
finc job coordinating the annual SK
face, they had very few participants
comparedto past ycars, when people
had plcnly nl'nou:c

therace

s mc ranlln[ the city's because they
made little or no cffort 10 have the
festival ‘and potential participants
nmd& other plans.

- Whileitis not a matter of lifc or

the council's lack of concernforcivic
affairs.”

‘When Mayor Karen King was
pushing for the occupational tax she
told interested persons that some of
the money would be used 10 build a
new (ire house. Plus, the police de-
partment is housed in the basement of
city hall in less than ideal surround-
ings.

When you think of actual ser-
vices you get from the city that you
don't pay for dearly on a monthly
basis (water and sewer), fire and po-
lice protection are about it.

The council is geuting a real bar-

“ Ifinally ga nigl
about Lhmy minutes before dark and
decided it was really going to frost
largely because the outside tempera-
lmmﬂrﬂdydprodmlhcl‘m
ing poinL: -
T had just finished photographing
a wedding ni 1 had breathed on a
lens cover I had left lying in the back
of the truck just 1o dampen it
s0 that 1 could wipe it off before
stashing it back in my camera bag,
butinsteadof dampening iticedover.

South Carolina is 100 hot Lo have any
utility for most Anglos.

1 piled the st up in the kitchen
Moor and nt down 1o smoke .1 ciga-

mu:.AbomnOmdulmc way mmugh
the smoke my mouth staried burning
1o the point that I was in pain. I'd
forgoticn all about the cayenne and
had commenced thinking that there
must be some sort of chemical in the
cigarette. | smoke a brand that is
imported from Spain and costs about
athird th f Ameri

1 figured that it was going
colder before the sun came I.rp again
s0 | sprang into action.

The first action consisted of hus-
uing huge potied ferns and an hibis-
cus tree into the basement. The sec-
ond action consisted of heading to
the garden with five gallon buckets 10
salvage anything that looked edible.

gain. The fire is manned
strictly by volunteers -and many of
the pokce officers on the city's pay-
roll barely make enough to live on.

The least the council could do is
provide better facilities for both de-
partments.

The Mayor and council continue
to say they arc still caiching up on
their finances, but who really knows
because the council is stll way be-
hind on their audits. The last audit
completed was for fiscal year 1996-
97.

They may think they know where
they are at financially, but they don't
haveanything to back itupand if they
do they should share it with the rest
us.

Remember those of us who work
and own property in the city have a
much more vested interest these days
in what goes onat city hall. Alter all
we get (o pay for the *goings-on.”
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The Bogds Special Erent—
Lizzie's SPecial baﬂ!

Starring the first member of
a new Boyds bear family

Lizzie \ishkabibble

(..and she come's with her
own story book!)
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tocs will be on the breakfast, lunch
and dinner merrus-at my housc for
weeks 1o come. I'm going to try and
wrap some up and scc if I can time
their ripening ta Thanksgiving, but I
fear they had to be picked too carly to
make it that long.

Atleast 10 outof the last 12 years
I've managed to have Thanksgiving
tomatoes by wrapping them in news-
paper and stashing them in the basc-
ment and then lewing them lie on a
widow sill from Monday moming,
Thanksgiving week until the wrkey
is carved. On the other hang. this was
the carlicst hard freeze | can remem-
ber, .|| lem in recent years,

I'vedouble

I'm thinking maybe they've left a
little sucker spray on the leaves dur-
ing the processing. Turns out that
Spain can import lobacco from the
States, then export it back over here
réady 1o smoke far, far cheaper than
we can send it to Raleigh, North
Carolina to accomplish the same ob-
Jective. But l\'\ not something [ will
complai

Anyway, I h:kod on the filter with
a part of my tonguc that wasn't al-
ready buming and the scnsation was
almostinstant. I'm talking hotasin I
thought it was going to blister.

1 wis holding the cigaretie and
trying to smell-the smoke without
taking itin my mouth 1o se¢ if I could
tell any dificrence that way and, of
course, the smoke got in my cyes. 1
instinctively used my lefthand to rub
my eyes and | honestly thought I was
going blind. I headed for the kitchen
sink to douse water on my face and
there lay my huge pile of pepper
plants redastheolddevil,s homsand
Li ly realized the errorfol

checked with NAWWWWW (Na-
tional Association of Wooly Worm
Winter Weather Watchers) and the
forecast for an exceptionally mild
winter has not been updated.
According w the wnolics 1 spoke
withon Sunday, this first was simply

natures way of getting the grasshop- .

persoutol folks' late greens, Ibrought
ina big bag full of kale and mustard
the other night and we had grasshop-
pers atl-over the-house:-As far as 1
know none got cooked with the greens
and oh my how good they tasted.
Along with two five gallonbuck-'
cts of wmatoes in various' stages of.
ripencss, | broughtincucumbers, egg
plant, sweet peppers andenoughcay-
enne to supply a Mexican restaurant
for the rest of the year. I raised cay-
ennc mostly because it is so preuy,
butthe variety [ getfroma supplierin

my ways.

1 did not get instant religion but |
was praying under my breath forsome
relief when itdawned on me thatone
should never touchanything with his
hands until they have been scrubbed
down after handling hol peppers.
Thank God I didn't have 1o go the
bathroom when I caught on 1o the
source of my dilemma.

‘What amazes me is that these

~(hings will frecze atall. They're 5o

hat that it seems to me frost should
not hit within a hundred yards of |J\c
ghrden.

+ In the meantime, we \}muld.lu‘/b
several more weeks of mild weather
now which shouldbe ideal forgrowth
in the greens beds and I'm hoping
that all the grasshoppers bit the dust
over the weekend, Stop by
want a big mess for Thanksgiving.

Sweet
and
Sour

By Zi Graves

Pot of Gold

1 may not have found the pot of
gold at the rainbow's end or the gold
Thave been searching for sinceThave
reached the required age where it is
supposed 1o be found, but 1 can say
one thing for sure, “There is gold in
them thar hills" across the, Smokic

Mountains of Tennessee and extend- _

ingintothe village of Cherokee, North
Carolina. A person could easily be
mistaken and think-he has reached
his goal of seeing the beautiful fall
colors the Smokie Mountains put on
“display cvery Autumn when he be-
gins secing anothér kind of colorful
decorations made by human hands.
This is where the fruits of harvest,
pumpkins, gourds, squash and flow-
ers of every description become in-
terlaced with matching or contrast-

*ing flowers and other. fruil of the

scason, then arranged -artistically
nmumiabackdmpuﬂny comshiocks,
trees or entrance way 10 (e place bf
business or private home. Everyone
seems (o be competing for the most |
unusual and claborate display of the
bounties and rewards of the Fall har-
«vest. Or maybe they are compeung
with nature and giving you a taste of
the wonders of color lying ahcad.
Soonafierwe passedthe "Dollywood
sign” where our loudest Oh, WOW,
was uttered at the "Fall wedding”
display, complete withasmallchurch
made of cornshucks, steeple and all,
a beautiful bride doll in wedding
clothes at the door, a groom and at-
tendants dressed in wxedo, close by,
our quick view, we were dnmghy,
gave the il of many more

to the Smokics and Cherokee, South
Carolina where wespen' the lastthree
days. Now we were climbing the
mountain, leaving Dollywood and
G.llmeutgbchmd bothalready eem-
ing with those secking cxcilement
and souvenirs. Our excitement lay
ahcad as we walched the leaves
change gradually from decp green o
those with an occasional clump of
goid or red pecping through. Then a
bright rcd tree would appear néstled
between two tall pines on the far side
of the mouniain facing us. As we
neared Clingsmen Dome more cvi-
denceof fall was in the color scheme.
‘The leaves were every shade of yel-
low, from the color of rich cream to
that well beaten cgg yolks, where
only a spring of red could occasion-
ally be seen, probably from a maple
sprout, slipping an unwary branch

into the scene, as if it was dipping
-into the butter bowl.

L Th:fnrawaymm.mtmn with grey
‘mist from the recent rain fising from
the bed of color beneath, was spec-
tacular, for much of. the dominate *
yellow had turned to bumished gold
and mingled with the red, now mak-
ing dramatic appeanmc‘fs on the
mountainside, was enhanced by the
deep green borderoftall stately pines
marching along the brim. They
seemed 10 know- such color as we
were looking at needed a filler of
green (o enhance the scené. Every-
where one looked the scenc had
cfmngcdm\dlm}a)mubcaunful
100k its phce The Mounwns in the
mmnn he grey

things we had missed.

TtunkswChuckmdPolly.ltww
ing how well T love fall colorsand the
singing water of a mountain stream,
invited me along on their an

y, was a three dimensional px:lure.
wnlh faintly colored leaves bencath,
and other mountain ranges fading
into the distance as they seemed o
get smaller and smaller. What a pic-

ture it made!

‘That night w spen at the Lodge,
‘our room opening onto the balcony
overlooking the active stream of wa-
terstraight from the mountains. Won-
quhll' Rippling water dashing over
rocksthen settling into small pools of
clear water, where a fisherman was
quictly and paticntly waiting for "a
bite.” And I listened 1o the music of
gurgling watcr.

Saturday moming ye were joined
by Chid and Angic for an- unfrget-
table: r’|lrh.

orful kayaks tmbling in the river
below, while skillfully dodging rocks
and whirlpools. Fontana Lake was
being drained $o repairs could be
madc before spring so all we saw of
it were small isolatcd lakes and the
botiom where once stood buildings
and the remnant of an old railroad
track. The trip back to the starting
place was uneventful except for one
incident when someonc pulled the
.wrong_yope and caused the brakes 1o
luck urlooscmcnuonwrlhem and

ing up with news and cating. No, |
can'l begin to describe all we saw or
what we ate. The important event for
the day was the train ridc to "Lake
Fontana.” We had the privilege of
riding inan open car which gave usa
better view of the scenery and river
activities and made us appreciate the
extra clothes we had on. One of the
most memorable sights on the rip
was the caves above the railsoad that
the guide said wastheone the Indians

it to be corrected. All in all it was &
wonderful venturc and ong not (o be
forgotien soon.

Onc more little bit of description
of our homeward bound drive over
the mountain. As we neared
Kingsmen Dome the topof the moun-
Lain in the distance looked white, we
all thought snow, the firstof the year,
Farther down we saw heavy frost on
the leaves, then ice, I think this may
have been the prc[ueslscu!eycLT‘hc

livedin when the
them out of their own country and
made them mareh into a strange land
outwest. This was called the Trail of
Tears, The ominous look of that cav-
cm in the hillside, and being told it
was lived in by people trying to save
their lives and homes will haunt me
the restof my life.

Wc waved the adventurers in col-

sprinkling of
gold leaves with dainty icicles hang-
ing from them made one want toring
bells and sing a Christmas Carolc.
“Thanks toChuck, Polly, Chad and
Angic, | have had a wonderful week-
end, Even a long wait outside the
[HOP, didn't take away the joy of a
pancake brunch or dim the beauty of
FALL COLORS.
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