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Honors and AP: How do
we measure up?

sy Missy WiLBurRN

Many Rockeastle County High
School students are rising to the
challenge of Accelerated and Ad-
vanced courses this year. Other
schools are preparing to dive into
honar programs as well. 1decided
to check out the competition.

Unlike  other  schoals,
Rockeasttle County has offered stu-
dents the opportunity to enroll in
college and honors courses. How-
ever, with the addinon of these
courses, AP no loriger exists at
Rockeastle County High School

“When AP anid Honors English
were offered, the majority of stu-
dents chose honors over AP The
_Stte-Based Decision Muking Coun-
cil decided 1o do.away with AP
shortly after,” says Principal Ms.
Ruth Allen.

"1 feel that [ don’t have the op-
portunity many other students do
who attend schools with AP pro-
grams. They have more selection
in college bound courses,” said
Honors English Student Amanda
Chism.
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show Rockcastle Coumty High
School's 19.0 average score is one
full point behind other area high
schools. The national average is
21.0. T

RCHS Guidance Counselor Mr.
Dale Whitaker comments, "AP and
college courses fo in trends! The

Rockcastle may.eliminate college
courses and bring AP back.”

If AP classes are brought back,
the question of cost, weighted
G.P.As, and course selection will
be addressed! :

Honors English Teacher Mrs.
Jennifer Mautingly says, "Always

current trend is leaning towards AP keep in mind that there are pros
courses.  If this continues, and cons with both”.

Too Cool For School

BYAMY. CLARK
Walking down the halls of
RCHS, a visitor”
might see stu-
dents wearing
jackets, long
sieeves, and
swealers. This
might not seem
strange in De-
cember, how-

1. Heavy jacket

2
3. Tube socks
4

ever il's September and the ther-. .

mometer outside typically reads
almost B0 degrees.

According to some students, the
arctic temperatures afe creating a
distraction in the classroom.

"People can't study if they are
Shivering," commented senoir
Kandis Jamison.

Junior Bridgette Vanwinkle
agrees. "It's hard to concentrate
when you are thinking about be-
ing cold.” :

By aking actual tempetatures,
I found that they do vary from
classroom to classroom, but why?

Mrs. Ruth Allen says "It's how
the building is made.”

Mr. Coy Taylor, a custodian at
RCHS, explains, "The tempera-
ture is set by computer and is usu-
ally set between 72-76 degrees.”

The thermostats in each class

. Hot water bottle
5. Portable heating pad

are supposed to control the tem-

; perature, but it ]
If you are a student who joecn't seem -to

thinks the school is too cold, o
here is some Survival tools,

In Mr. Ryan
Riddle's classroom

. Long Johns under clothes e (emperature

was 72 degrees. In
Mts. Brenda Cord-
ers room it was 71

Mdegrees. English teacher Susan
Norton's room’was-77 degsees..

All of these rooms are down the
same hallway.

“I can change the thermostat,

yetat times, it takes longer to feel
a differenee,”. said English
teacher Wanda Gonzales. In her
classroom the temperature was 79
degrees. .
" "It's very warm in some parts
of the school, but in others it's
very cold,” according to Rhonda
McClure. Girls are not the only
ones who stay cold.

Junior Paul "Dougie” Hayes
said, "I wear long sleeves or a
jacket in order to keep my mind
off the cold temperatures in
school.”

Temperatures don't seem to be
going up any time soon, so bundle
up if you don't want 10 freeze!
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Dackery Larkey was one of several senlors who took part in EKU's college
fair. "In preparation, he, and others, must take the ACT. The average
Rockcastie Count student will score a 19. 2
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