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Brush Arbor: Rockcastle's
newest hidden treasure

By Lisa Cornwell
‘The iated Press

Hayes says. “"We cata-
o0 that owners can

it belongs, ™

‘Warm memories of carefree,
childhood days spentin his grandpar-
ents log cabin in Eastern Kentucky
stirred a longing in Jerry Hayes fora
retum to simpler times. Soon that
nostalgic yeaming became the driv-
ing passion of his life.

“At first, I just wanted an old log
cabin in the country, so 1 could get
away from the hectic pace of city life
-- even if it was only on weekends,”
said Hayes.

“But then I began to dream about
creating something morc - a living
museum of log structures that would
honor not only my ancestors, but all
the pioneers who endured hardships
to settle this country.”

In 1992, the self-employed life
insurance agent from Hamilton,
Ohio, found a 140-year-old log house
just a few miles from the site of his
grandparents’ former log home in
Jackson County. The small cabin was
in need of repair, but Hayes bought
it, putting itin storage until he could
find the perfect setting.

Hayes finally found that setting in
Hummel, near Renfro Valley, nestled
amid the rocky Appalachian foothills
at the edge of the Danicl Boone
Natiional Forest. Renfro Valley is
nationally known for its country and
folk music shows, but nevertheless
has retained the peaceful, rural sim-
plicity that Hayes sought for his pio-
neer memorial.

“I wanted a place where it would
be casy to imagine myself back on
Paand Granny Clark’s cabin where 1
spent such happy days.” Hayes said.

He bought 28 acres in the area in
1995, and hired workers to begin re-
storing his log house the next year.

“It took me four years to work up
the courage to tackle what I knew was
going to be a very difficult and ex-
pensive job, but it's really become a
Iabor of love," he said, looking
around fondly at his Brush Arbor
Appalachian Pioneer Homestead.

As more people heard about his
original cabin, he said he was told
about other log buildings. He even-
tually bought two more cabins, a
blacksmith's shop, a bam, a church,
a corncrib and a smokehouse.

Hayes, who has spent almost ev-
ery weekend for the past four years
at Brush Arbor, loves to show off
highlights:

*A dirt floor trapper’s cabin that
has the date 1797 etched in its stone
fireplace,

*Anearly lmhmmmryiog church
where a volunteer preacher holds
non-denominational services every
Sunday.

+The first cabin he purchased, now
furnished with antiques, many of
them donated by visitors.

“Many times, somcone will bring
an heirloom or antique that belonged
to their family, saying, ‘this is where

have them back if they want them

 later and they can never be sold."

Hayes says many of the antiques
were found in Indiana and Pennsyl-
vania, while the mostly pre-Civil War
log cabins and outbuildings were dis-
covered in Kentucky, Tennessee and
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Brush Arbor is |D€lltd on llu- Hummell Road just a short dlstlme from Renfro Valley, Hamilton Ohio
insurance agent Jerry Hayes has spent the past four years building a log cabin community in an effort to
capture the simpler times of the past and honor his heritage. Brush Arbor will hold a festival on October
6, 7 and 8 and with a free concert on Friday and Saturday.
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spent hundreds of thousands of dollars building a log cabin coummunity using original cabins.
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