. le Butter
_ For awhile today I thought my
followers would have to look clse-

lime they began bearing fruit there
wa$ never a shortage of crisp lart
n|?plcs Lo mect our needs nor that of

where lor
minutes of time with. When I went 1o
my memory box it wasempty. Nota
shred of one was o be found, so,
thinking [ had’ probably -hid them
mwmeelmuuudemnofau
(loss of memory) devourcd Lhem,
probably the “later, 1 closed up the
word processor-and headed for the
recliner.
M[Iluldl’ullymd(‘hmi in
the kitchen. Their cheery voices
brought reality back and when they
told me they had brought something
that 'would keep me busy awhile 1
knew their instinct for my need of
something todo in time of stress had
alerted them. So here they were with
several containersof peeledand sliced
apples ready 1o be made into apple
butter. Chuck had told mc.a few days

Tlus was one orchard that was
never spraycd. Mat always said,
“What isn't good enough for a worm
isn't good cnough for me and minc.”
He simply did not like the poison in
sprays Lo be on any of his food. The

aworm'’

.- stepped in. front of me and calmly
reached up and plocked ll.lnokalug
bite and cl!lﬂ:l 10 his father, a short
~distance away, "Look Pa, what 1
.~ foand, it is'the only onc on Lhe tree,
and boy is it ever.a good one. (The
- urge wkill w,swmg.mybu ilhis
dad hadn't been there a bl!)‘s
would have been l'mmd inmy>
- front yard with a half cawen red apple
cluiched between his tecth.)

That tree usually bore apples ev-
ery iwo years, I never found out what
kind it was, but the quality and quan-
tity of the fruit it borc was unbclicv-
able. When it ripened the multi-col-
ored red skin would burst and reveal

inside filled

the meat insidc was white with clear
juice dripping from cvery slice when
il was cut: The'l smooth, thin
skinned, applos were casily pecled
andapplc-sauct madé from them was
almast pure whitc with a flavor that
didn't need sugar o enhance it. For
‘years I sent iwo-dozens pint jars of it
0 with-Mother Graves, after
she commented, that it was the best
apple-sauce she had ever caicn.

1 could sit here and bemoan the
[ate of two important apple trees |
watched grow up, produce shade for
the weary, limbs {o climb on for the
young, and fruit for the hungry be-
fore roaching maturity and blown

tobursting with ant juice. 1 called this
my apple-buller tree, Th

down by an ly wind storm.
But that is life, not only for naturcs

made from it scemed toabsorball the
qualiticsof colorand quaint flavorno
other apple had.

Then there was my apple-sauce
tree. The trec farther up in the yard

be cul away with a knife, but the
poison couldn't. Thereforc when
#bple buuer, apple sauce or a big
cobbler pic made from them, was
served at my table onc could be sure
he was cating plain old wholcsome
food.

. Befgre we began using fruit from
those certificd orchard trees, we used
apples from those grown from sced-
lingsinLhe front yard. Now talk aboul
apples, they were like none 1 have
cver seen or eaten from any orchard,

carlier they were drying
the (rees on the farm, [ offered 0
make apple butter if he would bring
some of them o me. So here they
were, apples from the very trocs 1 hiad
watched grow from scedlings into
old crippled ones that still had the
courage 1o put forth fruit. They were
from trees Mat had ordered our first
yearon the farm, and his hired hands
had planied helier shelter after re-
maving thetags so we neverknew for
sure which tree was bearing what.
Butonc thing we did know, from the

Onebig below the yard
andbore its first fruit the first ycar we
lived there. Itwas abig red apple that
1 had watched Since il was a tiny
grecnoncand had to hold off tempta-
tion to eat it as such. When it had
almosi reached: maturity,” probably
the size of a soft ball, and its cheeks
WCIC turning a rosy red, and tempta-
tion was gelting the best of my con-
trol, 1 decided 1 had waited long
cnough and started down the path
Loward the tree with its one big prize
on it, when suddenly a small figure
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also had an quality of
Mavor and quantity. The apples on it
were almost transparent in color and

for well.

Sce, Polly and Chuck, realizing
"Idlc hands arc the devils workshop™
broughtsomcthingto kecp them busy.
Now [ havc a pan of apples ready 1o
put in the oven and when it is ready
I'll take out a pan of apple-butter and
you have something to read.

Adentifics him with the downtrodden
of the world. Cash knows what it is
liketo beat the botiom of humanity's
heap. The “hard-scrabble™ life he
lived growing up in Arkansas lcd oa
scasitivity to the struggles of his fcl-
low-human beings. He has become a
truc “poct of the people.”™
Johnny Cash sccms Lo me to be an

authentic human being. Someonc is
authentic when the outer image that
he projects is the same (or nearly the:
samc)as who he is inside. Anauthen-

tic person docs not preiend (o be
something he or she is not, An au-

thentic person knows himself or her-

self and docs not cngage in games,
sham or trickery when in the pres-
ence of others.

In order 10 be authentic, onc must

getwothe polnl of being comfonable
with oneself, cven to the point of
liking onesclf. Authentic:. people
accept themscives for who they are
and fecl no need 1o put ona mask.

Johnny Cash scems 10'be such a
person. Through the yoars of rebel-
ion and trouble, he has come 1o the
point at which he knows who be is
and accepts himself as such. He nei-
ther [launis his differences nor tries
to mimic the fads. He is, simply him-
sclf. 1 wish for all of us that kind of
authenticity.

[1f youare online these days, check
out Classmates.com, herc you can
find high school classmates from your
school and your ycar, and you can
register so they can find you. Therc is
no charge for the basic scrvice.)

Our Readers Write :

Dear Editor:

Although Christians claim they
are less likely to kill because their
God ill, there

from killing is, apparently, the Com-
mandment not to kill. Now, some
people, mostly Christians, will takc
%

The Family Room

By D Don Whitehead

- August 5, 1996 (3)
You Can Go Home Again
They say, “You can't go home
again,” but a few months ago I did.
® Home for the first cighteen ycars
of my life was Ceniertown, Ken-
ucky. Locaied in Ohio  County,
Centertown isnot exactly a booming
metropolitan arca: three hundred
peoplc on a good day and not very
caciting. Onc visitor described it as
the only cemetery he had ever scen
with street lights.

The three-hour drive passed
quickly as I listened 1o the Siater
Brotherssing “Classof 57" and other
songs about the past. I crossed the
unused railroad track, passeda couple
of idle coal trucks, and made my way
into Lown. "Town™ consists of onc
bank, a convenicnce food mart, one.
funcral home, a gas station and anc
beauty shop.

My first stop was the cemetery.
This was my main reason for return-
ing: I came to talk to Dad. There is
somcthing about being in that place
that makes me fecl closer o him.

Snow was still on the ground as |
made my way down the hill 1o his

. grave, [ cleared the snow of histomb-
stone and spent the next hour U -
ing and atking.

Graveyards are wonderful places:
quiet, tranquil andconducive Lo think -
ing, cspecially on a day when there is

four inches of snow on the ground. |
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hzd lhc place pretty much o mysclf

will, indecd, kill, if they think their
God tells them to. We've scen it
before, throughout history.

See, I know killing is wrong be-
cause my reason tells mcu s wrong,

s or
course Christians won't kill! How
silly!

Butthen, may | ask, why did David
kill Goliath?

Sincercly,
James L. Harley

g hristian

KY

aiDad's grave,
1 shlncd my gazc a liule 1o the right
and saw his father's grave. another

slight shilt of my cycs, and | could
scc my great grandfather’s grave.
‘Three generations were buricd within
a few fect of cach other. Another of
my greal_grandfathers is buricd on
the other side of the hill.

As I'stood amidst the headstones,
1 felt a connection with these men. 1
also felt a deep sense of gratitude 10
my fatherand theothers: they worked
hard to"give me opportunities that
they never had. Dad hadno chance 1o
go 10 college. He graduawd from
high school in the midst of the Great
Depression and immeidately wentto
work 10 help support his nine broth-
ersandsisters, He did, however, make
certain that his son and daughter had
the opportunity to auend college.
' Whenl finished visiting with Dad,
I drove around town. Almost cvery
streel and cvery comer carried a
memory of me: playing ball with
Rex, science experiments with Jerry
and Notall

IThess 3 1

Dan McKibben-758-03 16

“What Is Written”

I received an article from a brother that he saw in the newspaper.
entitled 8 Compelling Reasons Why Christ Is Coming Very Soon!™ Let's
notice two passages  Matt 24 36, it of that day and honr knoweth ne
sam, o, non the angels of heaven, bur my Father ony.”
22, Hat of the ttmres el the seasons, brethren, ye bave no need
that Trste e yeur. For yoneselves kiew perfecily that the day of the
Leord s cometh a a thief i the nght
clear we do not know when the Lord is coming  There are NO SIGNS
given concerning when the Lord is coming  The article said that there are
167 converging clues” that give evidence that he is soon coming. The
Lord could come any moment, or he could come 1000 years from now,
NOBODY in this world knows' If folks would just believe God. they
would not be mislead by these false prophets
return. Jn 14°3. and 1 believe this promise, but nobody knows when So,
the exhortation is to always be ready for his return This is done by
becoming a Christian. and living a faithful life unto the Lord  Are you
ready for his return” Are you ready to die? Let us know if we can help

Providence church'Christ
E-mail Dan McKibben # Junc.com
Web Page htp /Avww hyperaction.net/providence
Time of Services Sunday 10am Bible Studs, Worship 10 40 & 7pm.
Wednesday 7 30pm Radio program, Sunday 8am, 1460 AM

And again in

These 2 texts make it perfectly

Jesus has promised to

memories arc pleasant: 1 saw the
house where my first gi

She dicd of cancer several ycars ago.

“Things getcomplicated when you
get past cighteen,” sang the Statler
Brothers. So Lruc. So Lrue.

11 welcome your comments and
questidnsabout this columnor others
in this weekly series. You may con-
tact me in Somerset ar,679-4134 or
calltoll frecat 1-877-PASTORS My
email address is
dwhile@aya.yale.cdu. Y oumay look
up recent columns on the web at
wWww. whi

itchead homepage.
1 would like 10 hear from you.]

Johnny Cash Is An Authentic
Human Being

Johnny Cash was recently hon-
ored by the Kentucky Center for The
Performing Arts in Washingion, D.C.
It wasan auspicious occasion honor-
ing Cash and four others for_ their
contributions o the performing ars.
The tributes to Cash were particu-
larly moving for mc.

His wife,June Carter Cash has de-
scribed his face as “looking lived in.”
Cash's face shows Lhe cvidence of a
life lived on the cdge, Each of those
wrinklés hasa good reason for being
there. At onc point in his life, Cash
wason drugs. Attimcs it looked as if
he would never fulfill his mother’s
prediction. “God has laid his hands
on you, Son. I don't know whal for,
but he's laid his hand on you. In
developmenis for which hegivesGod
the credit, Cash pulled himself up
and reclaimed his life.

Present tohonor Cashat thiscvent
were singersKris Kristofferson, Lyl
Lovett, Emmy Lou Harris, Pete See-
gr:r and daughter, Roscanne Cash.
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ash was onc of
1|u: h:w willing to come on Seeger's
radio show in the fiftics when Secger
had been blacklisted by the music
industry. Kristofferson sang “Sun-
day Moming Coming Down™ and
reflecied on Gash's contribution 1o
country music,

There were not many dry cycs in

the house when KristofTerson, Lov-

ctt, Harris and Roscanna Cash joined
withthechoirtosing“I'l Fly Away.”
In fact Lam almost cenain that I saw
a tear in the eye of fellow’ Arkansas
native Bill Clinton. Cash, with less
than an advanced formal education,
was honored by two former Rhodes
Scholars that cvening, Bill Clinion
and Kris Kristofferson. The: Presi-
dentsang alang withthe choiron “I'll
Fly Away,” and he really did know
all the words.
‘There were also Lears in the eyes
9of the guest of honor. Cash is older
and feebler now, his face widened by
additional pnunds and wiscd by new
wrinkles. He is still, however, the
Manin Black. Hnschmu: of clothing
cclnr lack he wears

TOPS

(Take off Pounds Sensibly)
TOPS meets Thursday at 6 p.m. at
Brodhead Christian Church base-
ment.onMain St. in Brodhead. For
more info. call 1-800-932-TOPS or
locally 758-4047.
+ Bookmobile Schedule
Tentative Schedule
Mon., Sept. 18th: Calloway, Red
Hill, Livingston, Lamero.
Tues., Sept. 19th: Pme Hnil Maple
Grove, Climax,
‘Wed., Sept. 20th: prro Levcl
Gn:m Willailla.
Kiwanis Club
The Rockcastle Kiwanis meets
Thursday at noon at the Kastle [nn
Restaurant. All visitors are wel-
come.

Marine Corps League
Blucgrass Chapter 1012 of the Ma-
vine Corps League meets cvery
fourth Thursday of the month at the
Igloo Club at the Blucgrass Army.
Depot. For more info. call Jack
Ditmer at 369-7310 or Nathan Seals
at 256-0741.

VA Rep Here
VA representative will be at the
Rockcastle County Courthouse the
first and third Mondays of each
month behind County Judge/
Executive's office from 9 a.m. to 2
pm. —7
Conway TOPS
TOPS (Take off pounds sensibly).
‘We are celebrating with an;lwm-
ian Open House Thursday, August
31st at 7 p.m. For more info. call
256-3633, 256-9448 or 1-800-932-
TOPS. TOPS meets every Thursday
at 6:30 p.m. at BRVFD.
R.A.A'P. Meeting
Rockcastle Adaption Agency for
Pets Inc. meets the first Sunday of
each month at 2 p.m. Help build an
animal shelter in Rockeastle
County. Call Terry at 758-9202 or
Vickie 256-5183 for directions.
RCHS SBDM
The RCHS SBDM Council will
hold its regular monthly meetings
on the first Tuesday of each month
at 6 p.m. in the RCHS Conference
room. -

Rockcastle Community
Bulletin Board
. Sponsored By
Cox Funeral Home

Family Owned & Operated Since 1907
80 Maple Drive, Mt. Vemon, Ky. Ph. 256-2345
Toll Frec 1-888-825-2345

Saddle Club
The Rockcastle County Saddle
Clubmects the first Monday of cach
month at the clubhouse on Hwy.
1326 (old Brodhead Read) at 7 p.m.
A potluck dinner is served. The di-
rectors meet the last Thursday of
each month if called by the Saddle
Club president. Questions? Com-
ments? call 758-4706
JobStart
Want to carn great prizes while
learning new skills and increasing
your chance of getting a great job?
JobStart is the place for you. For
more info. call Jennifer at 256-9612
or fax us at 256-8232, E-mail
Jjobstan@kih.net.
LEAP

LEAP will be having their regular
monthly meeting Friday, Sept. 15th
at7 p.m. Everyone welcome.

Rabies Vaccination Clinic
Brodhead Volunteer Fire Dept.,
Mon., Sept. 18th; Livingston Vol-
unteer Fire Dept., Tues., Sept. 19th;
Brindle Ridge Volunteer Fire Dept.,
from 4 t0'6 p.m. at all fire depts.;
Thurs., Sept. 21st; Dr. Adams Vet-
erinary Clinic, Sat., Sept. 23rd, 9
a.m. to noon. $5 per dog or cat, all
dogs and cats must be on a leash or
in a pet cage. Sponsored by Dr.
Adsms, DVM and Rockcastle Vet.
Climz (Dr. Chism, DVM) in con-
Jjunction with Rockeastle Health
Dept.

Fish Fry
Cartersville Ruritan Fish Fry all you
can eat, Sept=~16th from4 to 8 p.m.
Adults 35, khildren $2.50,
Cartersville R n' Park on
Harmon Lick Rd., 1/4 mi. off Hwy.
954. Everyone welcome.

+ RCMS Pictures
Due to a scheduling conflict, school
pictures for Rockeastle Co. Middle

RCMS SBDM
The School Based Decision-Mak-
ing Council for RCMS will meet the
4th ondlycfewhmmnl 30
p.m. if there is no school, there:
be no meeting.

13




