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In Its Third Century of Ministry

Local church celebrates homecoming this Sunday, September 10th |

The First Christian Church of Mt
Vernon began a third century o min-
istering to Rockcastle Countians this':
vear. The church was cstablished.
carly in the 19th century: 1830 fo be
cxact. On Scptember 10th. the con-
gregation will celebrate its 170th
year with the theme "Cclebrating the
Past to Prepare for the Future.” The
celebration will begin at 10:00 a.m

Through the centurics the non-
denominational. independent con-
gregation has ministered 10 thou-
sands of Rockcastle County citizens
and through its missions program
thousands around the world The
moto of the church in this present
day is. "A local church with a
HEART for the world.” Radio broad-
casts over WRVK and the church's
newsletter has been changed in re-
cent vears to reflect this value. You
can hear the church's broadcast.
“Heart to Hean™. over 1460 AM cv-
erv Sunday morning a1 8:45 a.m._as
it has been for nearly 30 years now
The church's newsletter. "The Heant- -
beat™ 1s a monthly publicition mailed
to local members and people in sev-
eral states

Familics thit have worshipped
through the years at First Christian
Church include: Jim Anderkin
George Bray. Logan Brvant. Clark
Browit, Judge Charles Caner. Bill
Coffer. E B Cox. Claude Cox, Rob-
crt Cox. Jack Craig, Dr. S C Danvis
(W T: Davis. C C Davis). Bill
Douwcll. Dr George Gniffith. Earl
Hammons. Jo¢ Hansel. Dr J.D
Henderson (Joe. David). Leo
Hopkins. Ed Hunt. Louis Kelsey
John Lair. Bill-Landrum. J.J
Lawrence. C.A. Lay. Estill McBee.
David McCauley, J.G. Machal. O.C
Meece. Helen Miller (senved as pia-
nist for 40 years). Terrv Mulling
(Grace, Ruth). Shirley Riddle. Will-
iam Russell Ramsev. SM Smock.
Alfred Sparks. Robert Sparks. Jack
St Clair. Lloyd Tay lor. Bige Towe
Larn Travis. Joe Young Other fam-
it names include Bowman
Bradbern. Bray. Bullock. Conover.
Fish. Francis. Green. Gentny. Grif-
fin. Holl Enine. Langford. Lovell
McAdams. Martin. Noe. O'Mara,
Perciful. Poy nter. Pevton. Randolph.
Thompson. VanWinkle. Webb.
Winstead. Wolfe The new gencra-
tion of names that worship at First

Chnstian include Tom Atkin. Tony
Amvin. Anthomy Asher. Cleus &
Ronnic Brown. Shannon Bishop.
Larn Bradley. Rick Bryant, MitA -~
Calhoun. Lisa Clontz. Jason Cogucr.
Danc Cox. John Guilforl. Eddic
Hammond. Brenda Lovell. Anthony
Machal. DavidMcCauley. Jr. Janies
Miller. James Edward Mullins. Chnis
Reddington. Roger Rey nolds. Judith
Smith. Tim Young. to name but a
few

These names represent only a few
of those who have worshipped and
are worshipping at the Mt Vernon
church. At uts highet peak charch
membership at First Christian
Church was 450-500. Insicad of
measuring growth by membership
and attendance a new formula for

N

measuring a church’s influence
(morc accurate) has been adopied
Because any group has within its
influence the following. curious.
convinced and commited. the local
circle of influence for the church as

it begins the new millenniun is

around 300 people locally and thou-
sands globally

A compleic listing of names and -

recognition of past Elders and Dea-
cons will take place at the Homecom-
ing. If you are a former member,
having grown up in the church or a
descendant of one of the aboye fami-
lies you are urged 1o be present on
Seplember 10, Part of the program
will be to pay tribute 10 and give
thanks for those famikics who hav-
ing built on a solid foundation haxe
passed on from thas life into life cter-
nal and has¢ passed on to this gen-
eration the candlestick of the light
of Jesus. This is a speeial, once-n-
a-lifetime occasion us we move into
the 21st Centun

The oldest Iiving member of the
church 1s Mrs Cynthia Cox who
turned (00 in May of this year The
member who has been a member the
longest 1s Mrs. Leila Stokes who at
98 is recorded in Sunday School
record books as carly as 1909 Mrs
Leila now lives i Somersct with hee
daughters and was able to be at a
Homecoming service four years ago
Other members who are at or above
the 90s include Jewell Brown, Sa-
rah Machal and Shirles Riddle

Members who have passed on to
their eternal rest 1n recent ycars in-
clude Dot Craig. Henry Cox. Frances
Cox. Ed Falin. George and Martha
Griffith. Esull McBee. David

McCauley. Sr. Jeanme Mullins.
Reba Noe_ Ralph Sigmon. Bessie St
Clair This homecoming will sene
as a memonal senvice for these and
others as well. All fanulics of these
famulics are cncouraged Lo attend

Aboul six years ago the church
cstabhished the First Light awards to
honor past and present members and
citizens of the county whom have
truly let their hight shine. Past recipi-
ents include. John Cox. Wayne
Stewart, Jason and Sara Cogucr.
Maude Randolph. Dr  Joc
Henderson. Annic Farnis. Myrtle
Webb, Betty Lewis This year the
First Light Awards will be presented
to a group. The Willing Workers

The history of the Willing Work-
crs’ ns back to the carly days of
the20th Century. Early records state
that the group(s) formed n Febru-
an of 1907, A second anmiversan
celebration of the group records the
following in the Mt. Vernon Signal
“The Willing Workers. a socicty of
ladics of the Christian Church. who
have not only socially. but financially
as well. been an indispensable fac-
tor in thie success of that church ”
What was true then has been through
the years and still todin

Other recipients of First Light
Awards this year will be three Elders
still living. Clark Brownand Shirley
Riddle are Elder Emeritus and Fd
Hunt is still an active member of the

Church board

The church has beenblessed with
several Godly men who hine served
as minisier, Serving in the 191h Cen-
wn include ). Quinn. George W.
Mills. Stephen Collicr. John Will
Gibson. Martin Owens. James Mon*
roe Chestnun, Charles Kirtley. James
Allen. Peter James Hiatl. George
McCall. Samuel Forrer (during last
aears of his life gave over SS00.000
1o TransyIvania University and Col-
lege of the Bible. Lesington). Ira
Boswell. Mimstering during the 20th
Cemtury were David Hartsficld
(1900-03), James Cole, Perciful
McCallum, J W Masters t 1907-09),
Thelped establysh at least 19 churches

n Kentucky during his mimistry

Harry Schaffer. George Tins
Herbert Tandy Young (1913-1921)
a2 WWI chaplain. sened the church
during the depression years. the
acars that the church paid off the
mortgage on the present building
His granddaughter. Curolvn Setver
marricd Robert Sparks [11. Aubrey
Russcll, Charles MeKay (1944-47).
Lams Kineman (1948-31). brother
Kineman will be present for Home-
con on’September 10-and is the
oldest living minister to have served
the church m Mt Vernon. Howard
Ray (1951-36. 1962-64). Marion
Parkey (1936-38). his son Kenton
has been mumister at Wildie Chris-
tan Church since 1972; Raymond
Martsn: Gene Kearns. Norman
Howard (1064-68), presently senes
First Chnistian Chu un City
Arizona; Bradford Coffey (196972
also as mternim m 1991-92). born in
Renfro Valley. graduated from Cin-
cinnati Bible College. he helped cs-
tablish numerous churches i Okla-
homa and Loutsiana and prior o his
death served the Climax Chastian
Church 1n Rockcastle County.
Ronnic Scars (presently serves First
Christian Church. Warsaw. Indiana).
Bro. Ernic Johnson (L74-82, 1984-
86). presently serves as minisier at
New Castle Christian Church in New
Castle, Virgimia; Jern Perny (1982
4. presently mimisters in Anderson
County. Tom Kelly, (1992-94). pres-
cnthy manister at woods Chns-
tian Church m Waco. Ky

The present minister 15 Eddic
Hammond. a Livmgston boy who
grew up i Rockeastle Counts Bro
Eddic 1s a 1979 cum laude graduate
of Kentucky Chrstian College He
has sened as youth mumster to River
Drive Christian Church. Invine. Ky .
Big Hill Avenue Chnistian Church.
Richmond, Ky and ShielyChris-
tan Church. Lowsville He has held
preaching ninistries at Locust Grove
Church of Christ. Keavy. Ky and the
listonic First Chri Church of
Mobile. Alabania. He is presently in
his sccond term with the church.
having served previoush feom 1986-
91 and returning to Mt Vernon [rom
Mobile in 1994 to present. Previous
to Bro Eddic only Bro Fite (10
vears) and Eenic Johnson {11 yvears)
had senved-fonger mimstries. Bro
Eddic will begin s 12th vear this
month

Duning his ministry the church
has wilnessed nedrly 150 public de-
cisions for Christ. 6H%+ by imimer-
sion. Over 250 people (familics and
children) have been introduced to the
congregation, Tithes and efferings
have increased by 40% and in 1987
the congregation entered intoa long ”
range plan to improve the present
building. add a fellowship hall. in-
crease giving to mimistrics. add ad-

ditional ministny stafl. develop
purpose slalement and sirategy 10
reach the non-believers i Mi
Vernon

As a result the follow ing Mission
Statement has been adopted. 1t is not
a statement of belicf or ereed. We
have no creed. but Christ. no book
but the Bible. It simply serves as a
filter for our ministry tcams. "Our
overall purpose is tobring honor and
glon 10 Jesus Christ by obeying His
command to make disciples of all
nations. Specifically, our vision 1S 10
make First Christian Church an
equipping center which helps mdi-
viduals become Christ-like in their
Incsand competent in Christian ser-
vice so that together we might reach
and cncourage the non-believers in
the Mt Vernon community. in our
Rockcastle neighborhoods. in our
commonwealth and nation. and
the world. 1o enter a love relation-
shipwith the Lord Jesus Christ.” Our
Core Values include.. Lost people
matter 10 God. therefore they should
matter to-us. Authenticity frees
peaple and glorifics God: The church
should be culturally relevant while
remaining doctrinally purc: Full de-
votion to Christ is normal for every
belicver, Life change happens best
in small groups. Worship 15 a
lifestylc. expressed with a private
consistenicy and corporate vibrancy.,
The church is both a trauma center
for wounded people and an equip-
ping center for the saved

Members of the congregation
serve through ministry teams includ-
\mgbuilding and grounds. children's.
cducation. hospitality. men's. out-
reach. senior citizens. special oc
sions. stewardship. youth. women's
and worship ministry

Present leaders include Elders.
Leo Hopkuns. Ed Hunt. Clark Brown
(ementus). Shirley Riddle (emeritush
and deacons. Clark Mullins, Bill
Dowell and John Cox. Three new
deacons will be voted on Seplember
24, they are Rick Bryvant, Jagon
Coguer. and Roger Reynolds. On
staTwith Bro Eddic includes Youth/
Chuldren's director Sara Coguer, scc-

retary Kristy Lovell. treasurer
Brenda Lovell and custodian Bob
Machal.

Across the street the congregation
has been and continucs to be in-
volved in many outrcach mnistrics
thatinclude VBS. camp. benevolent
und around the world the church
gives 15% of its gencral fund offer-

ings (0 pariner with missionarics in
Central America. Christine an
Danilo Vijil (San Pedro Sula. Hon-
duras). Todd and Lynncll Ficlds
(Pena Blanca. Honduras). Mexico.
Peggy Russcll (Mexican Christian
Children’s Home). Australia. Philip
and Sharon Eagling: Far East. C.Y.
Kim (Hanoi. Victnam). Europe.
Crimean American  College
(Ukraine). To heip train Christians
10 serve. the church also partners
with Kentucky Christian Assembly
Camp. Louisville Bible College and
Kentwcky Christian College (quar-
terly giving plus cstablishment of the
Batty Reed Lewis Scholarship). They
have helped cstablished missionir-
1cs and churches in Zambia. Africa.
South Africo: Kenya, East Africa.
Haiti Christian Mission. KY: Poland,

The church has sent many of its
members, youth and adults, to work
in Hondurais on short-term mission
trips. They have also parinered with
other groups coming to the Appala-
chians (o work including Southcast
Christian Church. Louisville and
Wekiva Presbyierian Church
Flonda

The church can trace its rools (o
4 group of men and women who left

Virginia in 1781 1o move west 1o

Kentucks. That group was knownas
the traveling church. In his book.
The Trveling Church. G W. Ranck
recounts the group entering
Rockeastle County in December of
1781 This group went on Lo scttle
i Garrard County. but many re-
trned 1o set up roots n this county.
These were Baptists Closc behind
them rose Bishop Asbury. the -
trepid pioncer Methodist Circuit
nder The Presbyterians were also
among the carly scttlers. Therc were
none that called themselyes "Chns-
trans” only - would not be for a gen-
cration. bul this was the rootstock of
the Christian Churchand from such
pIoNcer spirt It began.

Itis not known which of the early
preachers most influenced the behiev-
ers in Mt Vernon to leave their
former Baptist and Presbviersan con-
nections. Alexander Campbell and
his father Thomas had left the Bap-
uist church and staried a movement

i Pennsylvama‘and western Vil
gima. known as the Disciplesio
Christ. Alexander traveled throi
Rockcastic County ascarly as 1797,
"Racoon" John Stith is recorded as
having preached in whl is how the
Brodhead arca, and o probubly ofher
places in the county as well. Banon
Stone had cffectively broken with the
Presby terians when he and-his fol-
towers signed "The Last Will and -
Testament of the Springfield
Presbyteny " at a mecting on June 20.
1804 at Canc Ridge in Bourbon
County. Perhaps some of the citizens.
of the county thtmselves had joined
the thousands at the great revivals
at Canc Ridge. More than likcly. that
change at Mt. Vernon was affected’
by the combincd influcnces of-all
those reformers. who. though they
began in separate places and devel-
oped independently. soon found thaty
thex had much'in common - indeed”
- they shared essentially the same
approach to the New Testament
Church as they envisioned it,

By 1830, the reform (restoration)
had taken place in Mt Vernon. for
in a meeting, in December of 1830,
the Boone Creck Baptist Association
dropped Mt Vernon. along with Mt
Zion. Nicholasville. Liberty and
Fricndship. This Fricndship may
have been the one near Level Green
n Rockeastle County.

Twoyears later. in 1832, atasig-
nificant meeting at the Hill Street
Christian Church in Lexington.
those calling themselves Christian
Only. led by Stone and the Disciples
of Christ led by Campbell united in
4 common accord. calling them-
sclves Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ)

Today. out of the restoration
movement there are unfortunately
three separate groups. the Disciples
of Christ. Accapella churches of
Chnist and Independent Christian
churchestchurches of Christ. The
Mt Vernon congregation remains a
non-denominational body in close
fellowship with the Independent
Chnstian churches/church of Christ.
but 1s open 1o fellowship to any and
all people who desire to follow the
principles of New Testament Chris-
tanity as outlined in the New Testa-
ment. Our motto 1s. "We're not the
ONLY Chrisuans. but Christians
ONLY "

Combined. the restoration
churches today number 20+ thou-
sand with 2 membership inthe USA
of between 4-5 milhon. Of alkevan-
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