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By Dr. Don

‘Three Strikes and You Are Out
1 Jove baschall. It is my favorite;
sporL The basic rule of bascball is
-1

"{hree strikesand you are out.” Thave
discovered that the same |s {rue of-
‘marriage.

Norm and Vera (ﬁ:uunucchnmc»
ters) have, ma,or roblems in their
Vera: wa¥ determil *‘;

seling. They have been married
twenty-one years, and thisis the fourth
counselor to whom Vera has talked
10 in those years.

“Iury but 1 don't seem (o getany-
where," Vera told the counselor.

“Norm won't listen to me. Maybe .

you can talk to him and get him tq
change.”

“I doubt that I can make him
change, Vera,” the counselor advised.
But tell me what il is hc nceds 1o
u\:m!,;

“Norm spends 0o much time
drinking with his friends,” she an-
swered. “Every day after work he
goes straight 1o his friend's house
d they drink. Sometimes he doesn’t
get home until after midnjght.”

Thecout
“Strike one.” The abuse of alcohol
and other drugs is a definite factor in
the loss of many marriages. The one
who abu cohol is not-able o
function effecuvely in the relation-
ship. The alcohol affects his mental
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Whitchead

clot thought o himself,

and-cmotional state so that he caringt
bea good partner or parent. Norm's
drinking was the first strike against
this marriage.

“So Norm’s drinking is the main
problem?” the couselor asked Vera,

“It was until a few months ago,”
Veracontinued, but then T found out

he has been having an affair. [ I‘num]
anote from a womanin his truck, ar
I made a few phone calls. Tums m:l
he has been secing her for six wecks
atteast. He finally confessed t0it.”
The counselor thought, “Strike
two." An affair violation of trust
in the relatio “I fecl betrayed,”

“Hashe beén abusive to you?"the
counselor inquired.

Vera was again silent. “Not 100
miich,” she finally replied. “"When he
is drunk, he hollers at me, and a

« couple of times he has pushed me up
against the wall. Once he blacked my
eye. Afterwards he says he is sory
and that it won't happen again. I
always forgive him. 1 guess I am
being foolish; aren’t 12

The counselor thought, “Strike
three.” To Vera he said, “Alcohol

affairs and abuse make for a dovas-
uungnombmnmmmamage There

cxempt the Phase 11 Tobacco Settle-
ment funds from stale income tax,
S

+ growcrs wha have alrcady taken a 65

jpercentcutintheirquotas sinee 1997,
1 hope this ion provides

with-
stand thos¢ problems. I must tell you
that it will be hard to save your mar-
riage. It will take-a willingnéss to
changeonuwpanulbothywand

Thc odds that Vera and Nom's
marriage can be saved arc slim. Three
strikes (alcohol,-affairs-and abusc)
may mean that Norm and Vera are
ouL.

Legislative Update

By State Rep. Danny Ford
Family Budget versus
The State Budget
s Because it includes funding for
‘every state agency, program and ini-
tiative, the state budget is the most

Vel L added. " How could
me?

“Has he ever had an affair be-
fore?” the counselor asked.

“Maybe,” Vera reluctantly admit-
ted. “1 have heard before that he had
been out with someonc. Each time he
denicd it and I believed him. Now [
feel fool

“His affairs and his alcohol abuse
are going to make it very difficult to
save the marriage, Vera,” the coun-
selor told her. “Are there her
problems in your refationshi

Vera was silent for a whil
she said, “Somy
madatme. I try not tomake hij
but no mauer what | du
provoke him.”

Faith’s

Grand Opening

Footwear

25 West Main Street » Mt. Vernon
(Former Smith Shoe Store Building)

Jdpening Sat, Sept. 2, 2000
9a.m.to5p.m.
New and Used Brand Name

Shoes at Discount Prices
! Dennis & Faith:Payne, Owners o

Family

Ha

picce of -
sidered by the General Assembly.
Since they effect our pocketbooks,
bills 1o increase taxes arc the most
controversial pieces of legislation
faced by the General Assembly. In
this year's scssion of the legislature,
the Governor proposed a number of
1ax increases Lo balance his proposals
for increased spending in the state
budget. As a legislator, my first pri-
ority has always been (o ensure
Kentuckians have the opportunity to
balance (hicir family budget.

Prior 10 this year's legislative
scssion, the Governor began floating
s for possible Laxincreases: higher
£45'laxes, an income 1ax increase,
higher pmnc taxcs and adding sales
tax to services. The Governor’s pro-
_pasals. came -after he realized the
current budget would pale in com-
parison 1o the 1998 budget when we
had" a sizable surplus. Instead of
working to make state government
more cfficient, Patton began propos-
ing tax increases like his seven-centa
gallon gasoline tax that would have
increased the current tax on gasoline
by almost 50 percent. Another last
ditcheffortto increase revenue, which
would have extended the state sales
tax 10 such services as automaobile
repair and dry-cleaning, would have
raisedan additional millionover
wo years. While the tax increases
would have made it casy for the
Governor 10 fund his programs, it
would have creaied a hardship for the
average Kentuckian
As if 1o validate his wish 1o in-
asc taxes, the Governor’s ax pro-
sal would also have exempied
several thousand lower-income
Kentuckians from the state income
tax. No one can argue that doing so
would climinate a heavy burden on
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families who already face difficult
financial problems. However, if the
Govenor's plan had , these
familics would have actually paid
morgin taxes than they do now. They
would have paid more at the pump
for the gasoline that fuels their trips
10 work and school; they would have
paid more 1o the mechanic 1o have
their automobile repaired; and they
would have paid more taxcs on their
telephone bills. Instead of helping
lower income families, the
Govemor's plan would have actually
put them farther behind.

Insiead of the Govemor's plan,
\heGeneral Assembly worked (0 pass
legislation that ensures that the cost
to taxpayers of provi state pro-
grams does not outweigh the bencfit
of those very programs.

When is a cul in stale spending
really a cut? Since the General As-
sembly adjoumed in Apnl you may
have heard that we cut funding for
several programs, including educa-
tion, These claims don't match up
with reality. Notone single program
received less funding in comparison
with the 1998 budget. In actuality,
we were able to fund all education
programs, including the “Bucks for
Brains” Program, at the request level,
Other suale programs were given
enough Lo continue providing serv-
ices at their current level, Yes, we
reduced the amount of new spending
requested by the bureaucrats, but
every agéncy has morc moncy under
thisbudget than under (he lastbudget.

It tock hard work and some crea-
tivily to make sure the budget we
enacted was properly funded. That
Scnate package of tax revisions that
actually reduces taxes over the two
years of Lthe current state budget was
approved by an overwhelming ma-
jority of House members in the final
hours of the 2000 session. By apply-
ing the same six percent tax that we
pay on in-state calls o out-of-state

callswe were able tofund the budget,
»

cut
insurance taxes. The cut in unem-
ployment insurance laxcsisextremely
important because it helps creaie the
kind of business-friendly environ-
ment that will bring more jobs 10
Kentucky. The tobacco fund cxemp-
tion will help the thousands of to-
bacco-famers, quota—holders -and

answers io questions you may-have
about the current state budget. As

alwaysifIcanprovide any additional
information, please letmeknow. You
can call me here in Mt. Vemon any
timeorcallthe toll- fmmlm
a11-800-372-7181, = -

Hale/White Family Reunion
Sept. 16, 2000

“Come early and stay late. Park does have a campground.
Boonesboro State Park « Shelter House #2
Boonesboro, Kentucky
Steve Anglin and his band will be there. Plan on lots of good music.
Please bring a favorite recipe and/or story. We would like to try to
put together a family cookbook.

12 noon

Perry White
b. August 2, 1868
d. July 4, 1948
n:md%b-m Rice 1693
4 wy“!

Rockeastle Co.,
Kentucky

of Mr. and Mrs. Willard Collinsworth’s

‘Two Commercial Lots
Sat., Sept. 2, 2000 at 2 p.m.

Renfro Valley, Kentucky

Terms: 20% down

‘Location:

U.S. 25 just past the new site of the Kentucky Coun-
try Music-Hall of Fame. An Auction Signis posted.

Due 1o health reasons, Mr. and Mrs. Collinsworth have decided to sell a pertion of their land in
Renfro Valley for the /ubsaluwe high dollar.

The owners resefve the right to sell each lot separately and then together, selling in the manner
which reflects the most favorable resulls. ‘%ﬁ\s
Lot 1: Measures approximately 100 feet.alor
Lot 2: Measures approximately 135 feet along U
Both lots have cityw ater and city sewer available.
Auctioneer’s Note: If you're logking for a commercial site in.fhe heart of Renfro Valley, then mark
your calendar to attend this absolute auction on Saturday, September 2nd at 2 p.m.

day of sale, balance in 30 days. i

Announcements day of sale take precedence over, pnnred mattéf. .

25x210 feet deep.

25 x210 feet deep.
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FORD BROTHERS, INC.

AUCTIONEERS -REALTORS




