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By Zi Graves

e

San Francisco, California
Anyone, especially an aging
grandmother, who can 't walk without
limping, duc to heel spurs, or can't
walk a straight line without
staggering, or read.signs and
instructions posted ten fect above her
7-head without assistance, should
 realize age has taken its toll and she/
- he should never ever try traveling,
3 especially flying, without an able
== escort. Thanks to Chad and Angie, |
% had two wonderful escorts to take
7 care of that problem when we went
to mygrandson, Deno’s wedding in
Oakland, California last week.

The problem of needing assistance
began when we arrived at the Greater
Cincinnati Airport and began looking
for the atendant with a wheelchair
Chad had asked for. That once
familiar aigport to me has gone
modern angzmngd the ranks of,
“bigger must be better, so we will
expand and change things about o
people will have 10 search for the
airline of their choice.” They thought
1 would know it well for it was the
one [ had used for years. Thatis I did
-, before all all the changes had taken
place. Now. there were no ticket nor
information windows to be seen nor
lunch counter or gift shop close by. I
c[‘" lost and suddenly old and tired
“Tgrom the miles we seemed to be
““walking while hunting for the
familiar sign of Delta Airlines where

i a wheelchair should be waiting for
Zme. Then the sign above the
* escalators caught our eye, it said
DELTA. Since I couldn't ride on
them we looked for and found the
“ elevator. Sure enough Delta Airline
£ inbig letters was above a window and
“*all the things we had missed on the
first floor, such as candy. gift shops
and snack bar were lining the walls.
Also a wheelchair with an attendant
was waiting for us. After placing
some of the luggage on the chair with
me she guided us to the gate where
we would be boarding our plane,
g which was the last one on that long
,,mncom that seemed to. me to be
*at least @ mile long and | knew for
+ sure then that [ never could have
walkod it...Angie and Chad had been
carrying all the lnggage so 1 am sure
they were glad it a minute before
boarding time. uckily, because |
was being escorted, we were allowed
to board early to avoid the push and
shove of other passengers as they
filed by sceking their seat. Our seat
was above the wings, the sky was
% heavily overcast, therefore since we
«couldnt see neither earth nor sky we
gettled down to reading and talking
The five hour flight flew by

quickly and there we were, in San
Francisco, California. Our hiking
down the long corridors in Cincinnati

_*was just a warm up for what we were
#%in for now. And right now let me tell
ou all a little secret, (any time you
ﬂymx into a'strange or big-big
irport” arrange ahead for a
Z-wheelchair to meet you at the
" “entrance, and exit from the plane.)
Those guys-or dolls, know where to
go and how to  get around, they can

“At5:00 p.m. Saturday, August 19,
2000, (Deno) Konstantin Prokos and
Christa Chiacos, made their vows 1o
each other of, *I will be true with
tender loving care till death do us
part.” In a secluded area of Merrit
Lake Park, with natures own
decoration of foliage and flowers
surrounding them and the quiet
beauty of Lake Merrit facing them.
This was preceded with dinner the
night before for the attendants and
selected members of the family.

Following the ceremony the
typical feast of their Grecian heritage
was spread in the community room
at the park. Both Deno and Christa’s
fathers were sccond generation
Greek Citizens and both mothers
bom in the south, Deno’s mother in
Ohio and Christa’s in Tennessee.
Their heritage also calls for plenty of
toasting to the bride and groom with
champagne. so zach table was
supplied with a bottle, along with two
bottles of wine of ones choice. Then
the speeches and fun began. Moe, the
best man, kept the guests in stitches
as he expounded. and often
magnified Deno's shortcomings as a

. classmate and friend he had grown

up with. This was followed.by John
Prokos. Deno’s uncle and Godfather,
filling in the things Moe had lefi out
along with his pride in this special

Godchild. Christa’s father did the
honors for his daughter so. of course
she had no faults and was the perfect
daughter. He too was a good speaker.
Needless 10 say they were all good
speakers and the audience got their
fill of laughter at the expense of the
bride and groom.

The bride and groom opened the
dance floor with @ beautiful dance
before inviting all the guests to join
ina free for all. Christa’s close friend
and one of the attendants even coaxed
me onto the dance floor for the first
time in my life. (1 heard it whispered
around I was the queen of the ball.)
Hmmm, [ kinda liked it. Deno’s best
man, Mo, even announced to the full
house he would marry Deno’s
grandma if he wasn'talready marricd
10 his beautiful young wife, Lisa

That night all my grandchildren
were present. That included my
newest granddaughter, Christa. Ann
was an attendant, Chad and Angic
were with me and Birch arrived that
moming from West Virginia. And of
course Judy and Geoff were there. |
missed the presence of my other two
kids, Polly and Chuck, Rod and
Helen, but as it so often happens
circumstances beyond our control
interferes with our desires. Pollyisa
teacher and had to be in school, Helen
has‘begun her fight against cancer
and even thougk their hearts and
minds were there presence had to be
elsewhere.

Later I will tell more about my
tours and ferry excursion, but while
1am on the subject of people at the
wedding I want to tell more about the
beauty of lasting friendships.

A few days before I was to leave-

for the wedding I gof cold feet and
wanted to stay home. | was afraid [

The rest of the guests at the dinner

are newer friends but the same.”

attributes of loyalty, friendliness,
sincerity and politeriess, that made
his boyhood friends come to his
wedding even though they all, exeept
" Ben, live in distant places and had to™
fly in. The other thing that impressed
me was the diversity of their
backgrounds. It was truly wonderful
to see young men of-different
nationalities ‘meet and- mingle
together as if they were all from the
same family.

Ann, Deno and wife, Christa have
aGreek heritage: one usher was bom
in India: one bi-racial. Moe, the best
man, Jewish and one grew up in
Saudi Arabia. One guest was. from
Honolulu, one from the Netherlands
and one from Holland. Six of Deno’s
attendants were raised in the same
neighborhood in Flint, Michigan.

The other night after Moe revealed
the escapades of a bunch of high

Early this moming, right at the
crack of daylight, the phone rang,

school boys in their prime of life and
“had us all iri stitches over what they
had done behind the backs.of their
parents, with Deno as his scapegoat
and denying everything he said and
the hearty laughter of the others
confirming it, | realized what real
friendship is about and stood up to
tell them about my discovery of what
real friendship is about.

Here stood a group of men who
had growh up together, learned about
life and love together, cheated or
helped one and remained close
friends through it all. Race, color,
riches, poverty or backgtound never
hindered their relationship. They had
kept their sense of humor and loyalty
to cach other through thick and thin
and this was now the results of that
closeness. That proves to me we can
all live in_harmony. This great
country we live in was founded on
diversity and thanks to boys like you
it still thrives on it.

had never heard of, When I told her L
_dndn ‘tknow where'it was she laughed

* witha little Caller ID window on the
back of it that is probably useful 1o
young people, bul my cyes are 00
blurry at 5:45 am. to sec anything
other than a lile black square and [
cant even tell if there is a name and
number in it at that hour, much less
read about who itis that's calling me..

I answered the phone anyway,
figuring that somebody was bad sick
ormaybe cvendcad because the older
you get the more calls of that nature
you get in the wee hours.

“Is this Tke Adams,” a cheerful,
feminine voice on the other end
wanted to know? It was the voice of
somconc who sounded like they had
already had coffee and probably a
couple of eggs, but it was not the sort
of voice that gives out bad news, Nor
wasit the sortof voicc that chews you
out beeause you insulted a member
of the statc legislature in your news-
paper column that the owner of the

is kin to.

“Are you sull there,” the voice
wanited oknow because I was giving
some serious deliberation as to
whether or not I really wanted 1o
admit that I was me. My personal
disposition israrcly pleasant beforc 6
o'clock in the morning and the owner
of the voice had not even asked if
they had gotten me out of bed.

In fact, the owner of the voice
sounded like it was a normal hour to
be calling folks up to have a pow-
wow. But I figured what the heck,
and agreed that [ was me.

“You're the one that writes all the
gardening stuff in the newspaper.” It
was more a statement of fact than a
question, “Where do you work?”

By now I'm figuring that I must
not have filled out my census form
the way they wanted me 1o because I
couldn’t think of any m.hc:_rca;nn a
stranger wouldbeeallingmesocarly.
Telemarketers only call when I sit

-down to cat dinner.
Sol mld hcr that I wurked at the

v

id hat's why she thought it
was a good idea for me to get some-
thing to take notes with.

She commenced giving dircctions g

from Berca Lo her place. Suffice it o
say that thesc involved going undera
railroad and several milesoutinto the
«country and that her place was actu-
ally farther from Berea than my house
and in the opposite dircction. But I
wrote it all down.

“Do you think you'll be here be-
fore 7:30,” she wanted to know. “1
usuallyleave theof ficcaround 5:30,”
Ireplied. There wasa pause andthen
she said, “Oh no, I meant couldn't
you stop by this moming?"

[ 1old her that the dew would still
be.on her peanutsand I didn’t want to
getmy good shoes wet, butthat I'd be
glad to come out around six this
cvening.

Forthe first time sinccour conver-
sation had begun 10 minutes carlicr
she sounded a liule disappointed but
she said she'd be looking for me.

I hung up the phone and it oc-
curred to me that I had neither gotten
her name or phone number. 1 finally
found my reading glasses and held
the phone out about 18 inches from
my fuceand tuned ita linle sideways.
s0 that I could read the info in the
Caller ID window. I had never heard
of the woman.

I’mnot going tomention her name
because she asked me not to this
afternoon and followed the request
up with sheer bribery consisting of a
huge picce of apple pic. a big cup of
coffee and a standing invilation Lo
come back for more anytime.

Turnsoutsheand her latc husband
are reured school teachers from
Louisville and she has a daughter
teaching in Madison County. She'd
boughta nice litlebrick house and an
acre out in the country and this was
her first year gardening. And what a
garden it is. Bigger than my own it
does not containa single plant that is
nol there on purposc. Among the

dred or more varietics of flowers

Housing
ﬁgunng that the next

geta through
people quicker than mouse, (unlcss
woman saw the mouse first and
used ‘a riot.) An attractive young
ioman with wheelchair in tow was
Waiting for us as we reached the exit
#and told me proudly as she wheeled
e to get the luggage she was going
“to school and leaming the English
. language. No wonder they are so trim
and agile, I'm sure she must have
wheeled me a couple of miles to pick
uip the luggage, then that far again to
4-get the shuttle that took us to the car
¥ rental garage. Once again we had to
‘wait a good halfhour while Chad did
e paperwork to rent a caf. Three
" hours later we were at our motel, The
Best Westem, in Qakland.
L~ Judy had already arrived and soon
< found us with my new roommaite,
 Jody Arvoy, in tow.

wouldn't anyone and

would be embarrassed of my lack of
memory and my recent lack of
confidence in ability to communicate
to people whose” name | had
forgotten, and be able to talk with
those 1 only slightly remembered,
This proved untrue as each friend of
Deno’s, boys I hadn’t seen since they
were little kids running in and out of
Judy’s home to play in the rec room
cating anything in sight, and always
polite as they entered or left. None
of them ever failed, as I remember
it, to speak as they entered the room
and say goodnight as they.left. Isoon
found out they had not lost their
friendliness nor manners. Five of
those men in Deno's wedding party
was one of those little boys. All have
gone™ to *college -and are now
established in careers. I can't ngme

* them ali, but they are honorable ones,

quc.sucn would want 1o know a bit
more precisely whatitis 1did there or
that maybe she was wanting to buy'a
house.

Instead she s
it: What town is i

Ttold we werein Bereaand started
to explainhow to getto the office and
she cut me off again,

*Good, shesaid. Ineed you tostop
by my house on your way to work
because I have a problem with' my
peanuts and I"want you to look at
them. Do you have a pen and paper
handy so I can give you directions?”

1 stumbled through the house
shaking my-head and probably mut-
tering but I'found the writing stuff’
and parked mysclfat thekitchen table
dressed only in my skivies and won-
dering what the lady on the other end
of the phone would think if she knew
she. was lalking (0 a man who was
half awake and darn near niaked.
_Ltold her I had the pen and paper
and sic rattled off an :lddmss l.hal 1

id, “Never heard of

und vegetables still producing are
three rows of peanuts with vines that
are beginning to die back.
“They'vé bloomed and been
healthy .as a horse all summer, she
said, butthere’snota peanuton them.
I thought shé was going to fatnt

when I bent over, grabbed a big vine -

right at the ground and-yanked it out
of the rich black soil. At least two
dozen big peanutsshells dangled from
the roots and perhaps as many more
snapped off in ground. “Please tell
methal you will not put this in thd pa-
per.” she implored..”

We finally agreed that hardly
anybody knows her anyway and as
long as 1 didn't mention her name it
would be okay because she doesn't
want hér daughier and grandchildren
1o be embarrassed.

Inthemeantime, if the phone rings
al5:45again tomorrow moming, I'm
Just going to get dressed and go gar-
den wilhmy new friend. There's half

~of a big apple pie that | would hate 1o ..

let spoil and I'd bet anything that
coffec tastes better in the moming.
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None Better!

None Cheaper!

99 Dodge Stratus, All power, 23K .............. *9,995/:205Me.
99 Pontiac Grand Am, 40r, Spoiler, Loaded .. *11,995/1242Me. |
99 Chev. Lumina, Fully Equipped
99 Olds Intrigue GL, Alloys, Spoiler (2 to choose)

¥11,500/:235 Me.

$13,995/:282 Mo.

99 KIA Sephia, 4 Dr., Auto, Air, 19K
99 Nissan Altima GXE, 4 Dr, Loaded, Spoiler

$8,300/4168 Mo,

511,995/ 242M0.

99 Chev. Camaro, Auto,Loaded, 13K
98 0lds Aurora, Leather, Every option........ $16,995/4325 Me.
98 Ford Taurus, SE, Fully equipped ..
98 Toyota Camry, LE,4 dr., Sunroof, Alloys, CD Changer

$14,995//299 Mo.

%9,450/4191 Me.

$14,995/:299 Mo.

97 0lds Cutlass, V6, Alloys, Spoiler, Loaded
97 Chev. Lumina, 55K, Extra Clean .
97 Saturn SL2, 4 Dr., Auto..
97 Ford Crown Victoria LX, Alloys, Every option,

35K
99 Mitsubishi Mirage, 2 Dr., Aut
98 Pontiac Grand Prix SE, 4 Dr., Loaded .. 10,995/:239 Mo.
00 Mitsubishi Gallant ES, Loaded....... $14,500/:292 Mo.

98 Dodge Intrepid, Loaded . .$7,995/4175 Mo.
99 Pontiac Sunfire, 2 Dr; Auto, Spoiler
Local Trade .. %9,450/4190 Mo.

00 Chev. Silverado Z71, LS,4x4,5.3V8, 2K *21,995//415 Me.
99 Chev. Tracker, 4 Dr, Auto, 4x4, Alloys,

Red, 6K - $14,500/:292 Mo.
98 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo, 4x4
Power Group .. .$17,250/'327 Me.

97 Ford F150, Fla:esidé, 22K, Sharp...
96 Chev. Blazer LT, 4x4,4 Dr, Leather, Perfect °13,500/5319 Mo,
97 GMC Jimmy, 2 r,, 4x4r, Auto, Sunroof

37K 14,750
97 Nissan Pathfinder, 4x4, Auto, Loaded
Low Miles . - $14,995/1299 M.

99 Ford Explorer XLT, 4 Dr, 4x4, (D, Loaded *17,995/:339 Mo.
99 Mazda Pick-up B-2300, Only 46K, Air .. %6,995/4167 Me.

All Under Warranty - 100% |

$9,995/:216 Mo.

_$11,995/259 M.
.48,500/4174 Mo,

Trucks-Vans-4x4's

; ’11,995/’259!9-.
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