P-10 Rocket Football Thursday, August 17, 2000

Rockets open 2000 season in Death Valley Bowl

By: Richard Anderkin

The Rockcastle County
Rockets kick off the 2000 foot-
ball season on Friday night at
Lincoln County, against the
host Patriots.

The Rockets are playing in
the Death Valley Bowl for the
second straight year, but they
are playing Lincoln County for
the first time in several years.

History will tell you that
the Rockcastle County Coach-
ing staff has always talked
down their chances for a good
scason.

Usually to hear them tell it,
they would be luckv togo 5
and 5.

History will also tell you
that the -past nine  ycars,
Rockcastle County has been
considered one of the top pro-
gramsinthis area, and, forthe
past 14 years they have posted
winning-records. ~

And for the past ninc sca-
sons the Rockets have made it
1o the play-offsand, inthrec of
those seasons, they have played
for the regional championship.

Sa if you want a truc esti-
mate of what the ROCK's
chances are for 2000, you prob-

ably should ask oneof themany.

Rocket opponents,
The Rockets do have a
tough task on opening night.
They facea Lincoln County
team that lost only two starters
on offense and four on defense
from a year ago, when they
finished second in the distnct
to Southwestern Pulaski.
Lincoln County also has 19
schiors on their roster and they
are playing at home in front of
what will'b& a packed houge.
The last time the two
schools met was in 1984 when
« the ROCK lost 41-6.

The second weck, of the
season the Rockets will travel
to London 1o take on the South
Laurel Cardinals.

The Cardinals’ wide open

offense will present some prob-
lems for the ROCK's some-
whatinexperienced secondary.

Last -week the Cardinals
scored 20 pointsin the firsthalf
against -a-very good Whitley

" County team. - i

The Cardinals will also be
looking to avenge last year's
loss to the Rockets.

The Rockcl's 24-14 win
over South Laurel in the Jam-
boree Bowl was South Laurel's
only loss in the regular season.

The third week of the sea-
son Southwestern Pulaski
County will come calling 10
the ROCK.

It will be the ROCK's home
opener and it should be a bam
bumer.

With the help of scholar-
ships, Southwestern has man-
aged to build a football power
in Somerset and last year they
were the district champs,

The ROCK lost last year 1o
the Warriors 42-13 in their
waorst loss of the season.

The Rockets will getamuch
needed week off on Septem-
ber 8 and then they will travel
10 Estill County.

Estill County is still in a
rebuilding stage with a second

year head coach. Last year the
.

Rockets won 34-0. -

The next week the Rockets
will begin district play and
travel to Hindman where they
will 1ake on the Knolt County
Patriots.. .

Last year the Rockets
trounced Knott County 55-0
and it could Have been a-lot
WOrsc.

NonhLaurel comestolown
as the ROCK's homecoing vic-
tim for 2000.

The game will also have
some added favor given the
fact that Larry Welch, who is
now a member of the Rockets
coaching staff, was the head
coach at North Laurel last sea-
S01.

Week_nine finds Whitley
County in Rockcdstle for what
will be onc of the l(}ughcsl
games of the season for the
Rockets.

Last year the ROCK went
into Williamsburg and cac.zpcd
with a one point victory over
the Colonels.

Whitley County has s¢v-
eral starters back and they are

exiremely big for a high school

football team,

"If everyone is healthy we
have a good chance to beat
Whitley, but if not we could
easily get beat thatnight," head
coach Tom Larkey said.

In week ten the ROCK will

travel to Knox Central where
they will find a Panther team
with a new coach.

Last year the ROCK
crushed the Panthers 55-0.

In week eleven the Rockels
take the long road trip to Harlan
where they will take on the
Cawood Trojans.

Cawood is usually a school
with a good football team, but
in the past few years they have
been down. Last year the
ROCK soundly trounced the
Trojans 63-0.

However the Trojans have
their head coach back after a
year's sabbatical 1o the mili-
tary and they ran all-over
Middlesboro in a scrimmage
last week.

The final week of the regu-
larseason finds the ROCK host-
ing Bell County ina game that
is likely to decide the district
champs once again.

Last year the Rockes had to
win at Bell to claim the district
litle, but-it was Bell County

that was the better team that
night, claiming the win and the
district title 19-7.

This year Sheldon Clark, a
team Rockeastle dismantled in
the play-offs has been picked
1o win’the region with Bell
County second.

Good Luck ROCK
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