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‘What Motivates Abusers?

Norm abuses his wife. (All char-
actersare fictitious.) He is fifty years
old and holds a responsible position
in his community, Most of the abuse:
is verbal, though he has pushed her
indKicked her a couple’of times in
the last few years. He often calls her
fat, lazy and other names that cannot
be printed here. When she talks of
leaving him, he threatens that he
“won'Lgive hera dime.” Since she is
dependent on him for money, she
stays.

Sam also abuses his wife: He is

worse when he is drinking or doing +

cocaine. Sam has not held a stcady
job in years and requires his wife ©
wark, She gives him her money, and
e paysthe bills, sometimes. He broke

mily Room

By Daz Don Whitehead

is devastated because the woman on

whom he i$ emotionally dependent

‘has1eft, and he will doanything o get
~her back.

selves been abused as children, Not

every abuser grew up in an abusive
home, but many did: When Dad beat
them, they could do nothing about it.

+ Another forabusersis
~anger. Most abysers are very angry

and Sam? Why would someonc de-
liberately hurt the woman he says he
loves?

‘The primary motivation for most
abusers is THEIR OWN INSECU-
RITY. They feel so uncertain about
themselves that they think they must
hold onto their spouses to keep them
from lcaving. The verbal abuse and
the hitting are designed to keep the

woman close by. “Keep her feeling
bad enough, and she’ll stay™ is their
motlo.

Most abusers are cmotionally
dependenton their victims. They feel
they cannot live without their women
and must keep them closc at all costs.
When the woman leaves, an abuser

feeling. The anger is so strong that it
will ‘come out no matter how the
victim behaves. She may feel it is
something that she docs to provoke
the anger, but that is not true. The
anger is there and it will come out,
usually at the person closest to the
abuser. More and more counts are
ordering abusers into anger manage-
ment classes o try to deal with this
part of the problem.

The anger of the abuser may be a
symptom of depression. [ have seen
abuser who have become considera-
bly less angry when treated for de-
pression with ication and coun-

ythey rbut
no outlet for these feclings. Theanger
iltupunti beganto
take it out on others.

Alcohol and drugs do not cause.
abuse, but they can worsen the prob-
lem. Alcohol logsens his inhibitions
so the abuser may demanstrate his
anger more forcibly than when he is
sober. Other drugs scem tg intensify
the anger. An angry man who drinks
or docs drugs s a disaster waiting o
happen.

‘Again the primary motivation for
abusers is their own insecurity. They
will do whatever they can o control
their spouses and keep them at home.

seling. Mostabusers refuse treatment
excepl. under court order, Abusers
usually do not sce that they have a

Please Note. . .

The Lonnie E. Brown listed in

Hwy. 3275 (I?éindle Flidge) * Open Mon.-Sat, 10-6
Featuring all nam¢ /|
- brand athletic shoes

Nike, Reebok, Adidas, Converse & Dexter

Now Open in Mt. Vernon |

125 U.5.25 South » Mt. Vernon * Across from Courthouse

Mt. Vernon Dentures

(606) 256-3026
Dentures start at $100 per plate

her jaw last year, butshe licddhd lold  may fall apart cmotionally. He will  problem, preferring to blame the N Jast week's court mews is not (All dentures are tried in for patient approval)
Itdocimlhal.\’ht fell. He telts her  visit everyone he knows, crying and  abuse on the victim! the Lonnie E. “Buck™ Brown D ' T o h C . DMD
thatif she cver leaves him, he willkill  telling them how much he loves her Why are these men angry? Some- i
e o | S we b Sk s e I becalse ey bays e .2 Aronen 3 B ARl Serce r. 1nsha Cunnagin,
VISA [ MOST INSURANCES WELCOME __| MasterCard
| ) | ,
BRAND b
AR
SED!
¢
) s 00 AB .0 A 00 00 n 00 DO "7 .00
You Y 0 0 D
1 PAY I r
e —— 4 p———— -
BRAND SPANKIN' NEW et BRAND SPAI 5
13100 0 O 00 00 0 207 W
U 0 0
- e
i.
é
00 )%
{ . fl D5 0 ED
- $30
S =2t
<2
Ene 003
D7
& & D7
- 5 s 07
ey snm 5o
57 297
S ¥, 507
&y 533 907
5 373 007
5,903 4007
7 007 3t
4,993
> 907 5
X - 007 g
i =t re Do A BEOBE BO0O-88
ToTEaTON Towe
we. m Berea Ford B << .
E U ' JU
ere 00
CHESTHUT STREET =/l Be . . A [} ' e
i A SALE HOURS:
s Be DAILY TIL7 PM.
Re.. aardle sn'ru.sm.'- l (10 I
S Vo]
75 25 ’ '
iyl OPEN 24 HOURS...Visit 3
www.BereaFord.com IERATES AN NCENTIVES ASSIGNED 70 D
A \



