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By Zi Graves

Changing Times
Changing times. And Idon’tmean
clocks and the way the decision

wasonce farmland. At the same time
watching the air become a pattern of
contrails from the plancs lying over-
head. Yes, I

‘makers,
up our days and nights with moving
backwardandforward the time pieces

_ thatdetermine when we get up or go
to bed. To me there are twenty-four
hours in what we know as a day and
no switchirig of the clock can change
it, Farmers have always used the ris-
ing and setting of the sun as the be-
ginning and cnding of a day whether
they lived on the Eastern or Westem
coast. Next wasdaylight saving time,
then came the bright idea of moving
the hands on the clock back an hour o
extend the evening hours for outdoor
activities. By now bankers and busi-
nesses were opening their doors afier
the farmer had been at work several
hours so he/she had testop their work
in the middle of the day if they had
banking orother businesstotakecare

in my 86 years, and if I should live
another 86 | am sure [ will sce many
more.

“Thére are many more changes T
am not excited about. Onc is the > way
we are deserting our hometowns and
Laking ar space for new
homes by building shopping malls.
And consolidating familiar stores we
have always respected for qualuy

into a

am hard to fit, but so far in lifc Thave

always ‘dressed appropriately. So,
since | have always liked to shop in
Somerset, that is where we headed
for. The first onc we went 10, no such
size as pelite 18-in stock. We went

down the list of my favorite dress,

shops, the same answer. Onc place
had one Iliked and would have suited
the occasion, but it had a big Maw
across the back. Belks, | have always,
found my size there, had one in my
siz¢, 1 bought it although it was not
the dressy onc [ was looking for.
Alter visiting cvery dress shop in
town with no results we had a late

"
- lunclrand came home. The next day

we began again in another dircction.
We were sure we could find a simple
long drcss to wear toawedding there.
Again we went 10 cvery dress shop
and clothing store, trampling up and
down aisles and climbing stairs to
find the department marked women
petites, which when found, wasin the
farthest comner of the floor we were
on with always the same answer,
“Sorry, we don’t have that size in
stock.” Not to be. outdone Polly
headed for Lexington. Now | was

(Cont. to AS)

husdeand theaisles of
consolidaied businesses that re-
sembles a flea market.

My experience a couple weeks
ago s proof of the tummoil and prob-
lems with BIG 1S BETTER. I nceded
adress for aspecial occasion s0 Polly
took me shopping. Now I'll agree I

I've sworn for mostof my life that
[ would never, ever so much as think
about gelting into politics but over
the last couple of wecks 1I've been
having second thoughts.,

Al this writing almost nobody is
speculating on who the next vice

president will be and none of the
usual suspects seem 1o be making a
serious bid so 1'm thinking scriously
about throwing my name into the hat.
1 would be happy to serve with either
Bush or Gore, but I'don't want my
name even printed on the same page

with Pat Buchanan o Iulpll Nader,
Actually, I'd rather run with Davé
Barry, the Miami Herald columnist
‘who may have a bettcr chance than
any of the others and he might well
putitollif someonc would fronthim
a couple hundred bucks to pay for
bumper stickers, 1 feel sure that I
could raise a hundred dollars myself
if Dave would go along with having
the stickers printed with both our
names on them. Don't you think that
“Dave & Tke, your landem tag lcam
10 save this country from ruin™ has a
nice ring lo it
Dave’s primary platform is re-

ducedgasoline priccs. He figures hat
29 cents a gallon is approximatcly
fair 1o all concerned bul if we get to
talking a little more seriously I think
1 might get him-to ncgotiaté a hay
deal with the Arabs. After all, they
have all these horses they've bought
in Kentucky so why not swap a bale
of hay for"a barrel of oil. For that
mater, I bét camels would like hay

Iwant tobe vice presidentsol can
preside over the senate. You have no
idea how much satisfaction I would
take in that position because I prom.
ise you that the first time Mm;h
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of. Oh no, the ¢h: of time were
not finished, at the end of this long
evenings session the hands of the
clock had 1o be moved back for an
hour to accommodate those needing
an extra hour in the moming. That
was when we leamed how 1o ma-
nipulatethe handson thecloek. Spring
forward, fall back, Now there are
many of us who have no idea, except
the hands on theelockof whattime ol
the day it is, But one thing is for sure,
the sun still comes up and goes down
at the same time it always has. And
when the middle of the day amrives it
is dircctly overhead. Somuch for that
little bit of philosophy. I could go on
andtellof the problems this hascaused
little kids who have Lo brave the dark
atungodly hours to get 1o school, but
that can wait till another time.

What 1 began writing about was
the change in the way we arc living,

I have witnessed changes in cvery
phase of life my ancestors would
have belicved possible. My transpor-
tation as a child was walking or gel-
ting to our destination in a wagon or
buggy pulled by a team of horses,
And | remember the first car | saw
when 1 was four years old. Trains
were quite popular then so when we
moved 1o Ohia our family went by
train. That was a wonderful experi-
ence, and o will never forget.
Then | was . wduced to the trolly
cars that passed our house every fif-
teen minutes. And big steam boats
piled the Ohio River we lived close
10. Thad my firstexperience on ong of
them when Mom ook us back to
Kentucky 1o visitand the sieam boat,
The Mary-Ann was the easiest way
for a mother and six kids to travel.
That also was a trip | will never
forget. It took four days 10 get from
East Liverpool, Ohio to Ashland.
Sometime I'll tell you about that trip.

The Airplane was just being intro-
duced tothe world, and my first sight
of one was when it soared over our
house in Wellsville, Ohio. Everyone
gathered in the streetand craned their
necks upward toget a glimpse of that
new flying machine. Another mir--
acle before my very eyes, “areal live
man {lymg in acontraption made by
fman."

It was years before I was privi-
leged to soar up into the heavens on
one of them and watch the earth be-
low become a speck as we drifted
into the clouds. Changes! Oh yes,
and everyone of them a miracle o a
lite girl from Kentucky, trying o
leam what progress wasabout. Look-
ing back from where [ am now [ see
it as an exciting time and | wish
could remember more of it.

Then there were other changes
that influenced my life. The automo-
bile was becoming popularand every
family wanted on. I remember the
first one my brother, Jim brought
home one day. Since we had never
even been close to one-before we
thought it was the greatest thing in
the worid. It was a Mewz and Lhe
motor was driven with a chain that
fasteped 1o the rear pant and con-
nectedtothe motoFsome way. I didn't
know anything about the way itoper--
ated then'and stilldon’t. All [ know is
ithad four wheels with tires on them
and had a motor that made a loud
noise when it was cranked up front
arid took off when Jim got inside and-~
steered itoutof the yard, Butit wasan
automobileand we kidscouldn'twait
10 ride in ft. And T don't remember
ever doing so. From the first experi-
ence [ don’tthink we were ever with-

out a car of some kind. Yet my dad -

never learned to drive. He could tear
one‘apart and rebuild it till it was as
good as new but to get behind the
wheel and drive, uh-huh.

Then highways “were built. |
waiched them grow from a two lane
winding road tosix lane expressways
connecting every state and with in-
terchanges that cover miles of what
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