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out of itinstead of wasling moncy on
fresher: wvariety. ] planted

the rest of the farm according 1o the
“signs.” I know very little about this
subject except that it has something
10 do with the zodiac and the moon
and somehow winds up being trans-
lated into parts of the human body.
If the signs are the amms, for ex-
ample its either a bad signor a gmd
time to plant whatever il is you're
planting. T had aunts that set hcns
accouding to the signs so the c;
would be sure to haich and un
used thom 1o can by. Kraut would
keep better and stay whiter if it was
under a centain sign and so
forth. My uncle Stevie Craft would
not even consider casu'aung a hog
unless the signs were rigl
My Dad, on the OIhcr ‘hand; al-
ways professed that if it was the
middle of May and the ground was
dry, that was a good sign that it was
‘time to-plant corn. Except for atime
+ or two when dry weather or a bad
ind Sad iderabl

them exactly where I'd planied last

porch and I saw the big flower bed
was full of blooming plants. Yes, it
was Bessie Cromer, my friend, who
had worked up the bed and bought
already blooming flowers to greetus
when we got home. It was she who
also came to our aide when I needed
help taking care of Mat when trying
to soothe his pain would keep me up
all night. It was she who leamed the
technique of gently smoothing the
pain away in his back when I had to
take a break. Thank you once again,
Bessie, I will never forget your kind-
ness and understanding. You are the
diamond in my string of jewels.
‘Now, back to the reason for my

yearand I'dbetany
that the furrows can’t be off by morc
than an inch or two.

The vines have prospered since
the seed sprouted. 1 have faithfully
watcred them eyery couple of weeks
with Peters Professional Fertilizer,
justlike 1 did last year, Ihaven'tdone
a thing differcnt.and I've been gar-
dening for solorig thatit's hard toscll
me on a new trick anyWay. *

However, unliké thistime last year,
1 noticed carly last week Lhal my
beans were full of bloom. In fact they
were practically snow white. But |
figured the blossoms would fall of !

and I honestly couldn’t remember

whether or not they bloomed” last
year.

Fiveorsix timesafter work [ went
out 1o admirc my two litle rows of
beans because there’s not a bug on
them nor a weed among the vines: 1

cau

damage, [ don’t remember him ever
having a failed crop nor do [ remem-
ber him ever buying a Farmer's
Almanac-which contains a calendar
that tells you what the sign are in
every day of the year.

Mom always bought onc along
with red liniment and vanilla extract
from Willie Whitaker who sold
Raleigh products door to door in an
old Willy's panel truck and she did
some’ vegetable ‘gardening and hen
seuting by the sigris. Any advic she
ever gave Dad though was either
laughed offor went inone car and out
the other.

Sufficeittosay thatl akeafter my
Dad when planting time rolls around.

But I'm beginning o wonder
whether or not there's semething Lo
this sign business.

Last year I bought cnough Roma
11 bean sced to plant half an acre. The
reason I got so many was because the
boys at Bluegrass Hardware already
had them bagged upin $2.00 portions

iting the day 1 planted the
ior insisted that they wouldn’t make
a thing because the signs were in the
neck or cars or ymewhere else that
spelled doom . beans if they were
planted that day.

To make a long story short, I had
the prettiest bean patch you ever saw.
Nice, dark and healthy, they grew
and grew and grow and finally died
without ever setting abcan that I saw.
1 wrote the experience off as a com-
bination of bad secd and a garden soil
more fitted for making clay pottery
than cultivation. Even after 1 had
worked more than two tons of ma-
nure from the Garrard County stock-
yards into it my garden soil was defi-
antly orange and a hand full of it
balled up and squeczed a time or two
isa lethal weapon.

This year I planted beans more for
the exercise, force of habit and an
excuse to fire up my old Troybill
tiller than anything else. I still had
more than two-thirds of the bag of
seed thatIboughtlast yearsolplanted

-

was. ined to get as much en-
joyment as possible out of waiching
the vines matre and frankly that
would have been cnough.

However, by Sunday cvedting
was even flagging neighbor's down
on the road and making them stop o
look at my bean patch and wming
back lcaves 1o show them greal wads
of baby beans. Mostof my ncighbors
though, are long time farmers and
‘bean vines producing beans is not
something they find all lhnlnmnzmg
even though I've been acting like
I"ve produced the cighth wonder of
the world.

1 was-on the ‘phonc with Junior
Helton this evening raving about my
beans from the same Seed as last year
and all and he asked me what the
signs were in when 1 planted them
and he wanted (o know what day of
the month that had been. I told him 1
couldn’t remember and he replied
that the signs were almost certain 10
have been in the calves and if Thad a
minuie he'd get out the almanac and

hope the:
Sawrday cvening because the ground
was dry and my sweet com was Lall
enough that I figured it was okay to
plant half runners in it. My right arm

pected trip to E.L.O., the area [
lived inas a chﬂd ‘and had wanted to
return to for a visit, but not for this
occasion. My brother, Jim, had been
trying out a motorcycle for one of his
friends, not knowing it had a fault and
couldn’t be controlled at certain
speeds or conditions. He was known
as an expert on handling them so had
no fear of driving it up the mountain
and back to the owner. He never

- made it back. Somewhere in a curve

on the mountain, as he was retumn-
ing, something went wrong and he
was thrown into a post of the guard-
rail. Ish was called to identify him
and the shock of what he saw was
the reason he was so deathly pale
whén he met me at the station. Jim's
head had been crushed by contact
ith the post and fence and the mor-
tician had to repair it as best he could
1o allow him to be viewed.through a
net covering the casket. The next day,
we watched as the firgom in our
family was laid to rest.

1 don’t remembermuch about my
retum home except it was in a fam-

vt

ily car and by way of Cincinnati, and

driven by a brother, probably Herb.
‘What I do remember is, I was pounds.
lighter and tired.

Being tired and exhausted from
the ordeal I had just been through was
no excuse to slack on our prepara-
tion for the winter ahead and more
problems we did not know we were
facing.

Earlier in the fall, we had worked
at the bam, grading tobacco, when
we heard planes flying low overhead,
not just a few, there were several
squadrons we later leamned, and our
curiosity was aroused. What did that
mean? Why so many? Where were
they going? Then, all the radio news
was of the war in Germany, the havoc
it was wreaking in England and
France. Fascist Italy had joined
forces with Nazi Germany and the
world was in danger. Then the news
the U.S.A. was sending troops, our
young men, to the aid of our neigh-
bors in Europe and we were at war.
There was turmoil everywhere and
since we had no phones nor T.V. at
that time, we had no way to keep up
‘exceptby the faithful radio.

News travels fast, even did so be-
fore the time of T.V., and soon the
word ‘got out men were needed to
fight the enemies of freedom and fac-.
tories werc being coverted into de-
fense plants, making war planes in-
stead of household equipment. Help
was needed in both: places, war has
no choice of people so anyone able
and willing to fight was asked to join
one of the services, the rest to apply
for ajob in one of the defense plants.

Then the news on Dec. 11 of Ja-
pan bombing Pearl Harbor as spread
nation wide and every available per-

son was asked to do his/her part in
serving our country. We were now in
World War Il and every branch of the
service had to train these new recruits
in the specialty of the service he/she
had joked before sending them into
combat, either the European Theater
where Nazi bombs were destroying
who cities, and/or the Islands in the
South Sea, ruled by Japan or perhaps
even Japan itself. Most of us were
confused by the dual war going on
and did not realize at that time just
how big it was, Both areas were fields
of endangerment but our youth was
up to the challenge and kept volun-
teering as long as there was anecd to
protect their country, THE USA,
from the enemy. °

Soon after this anpouncement,
Mat’s mind was made up quickly
and, after giving me instructions to
finish gathering the com — we had

already gathered it from the fields ..

and the last big shock was in front of
the bam. Thix meant pulting the com
from the stalk, tieing the stalks into
bundles to be later fed to the cattle,
then adding the com to the already
big pile in the loft, see that the cows
were attended to, milked twice a day,
and take care of things until he re-
turned, he really thought it would be
soon, he packed his clothes and took
off for Cincinnati and a job.

Thank goodness, therc were only
a few bushels of com left on the
shock for, by now, it was cold
weather and pulling it from frozen
stalks was a chore but getting it into
the loft was the hardest part. As it was
pulled from the frozen stalks, it was
putinto bushel baskets and I took one
basket at a time, climbed the narrow
steps, pushed the basket across the
floor and dumped it. When it was fin-
ished, the com was lolchingshe roof.
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isabout useless from
daysand Loretta voluntecred o help
with the digging. 1 personally figurcd
that was a good sign (o plant them so
they arc in the ground. But out of
curiosity, [ wishsomeone whohasan
almanac would emai] me or drop a
notein the mail and letme know what
the zodiac signs were in for June
24th. I'm afraid 10 ask Junior, be-
cause, right or wrong, he'll rub it in.
‘The email is ikeadams@aol.com or
Jjust send it 1o 301 Charlic Brown
Road Paint Lick, you can’tlick, KY
4046

Dr Jusmop by one day nextweek
and tell me. Unless a natural disaster
comes along, I'll feed you abig plate
of green beans topped off with a cold
cucumber, a big slice of Vidalia on-
ion and a chunk of corbread. If that
doesn't have your mouth watcring,
we'll call the doctor cause you must
be sick.

- Sweet
and
Sour
By Zi Graves

Why??

Last week I left you in East .

Liverpool, Ohio where 1 was atend-
ing my brother’s funeral after a se-
ries of problems had hounded me
from the time Lreceived the message
at the Billows post office until Ish
met me at the station in Steubenville,
Ohio, with only ene more leg of my
journey to go and that 25 miles or
50, was in the car close to one who
shared my grief.

And, ifilhndn'tbeeqformy very
dear friend, Jay Mize, the dcmon

Cromer, was here today with a mess
of freshly picked green beans and
new potatoes, also two pots of nas-
turtiums ready to be transplanted. She

knows that is one of my very favor--

ite flowers, 1 may as well tell of an-
other occasion when she gave flow-
ers to the living instead of waiting
till £ couldn't see them.

When Mat was in the hospital, and
I was staying day and night with him,
she knew [ did not have the time or
energy to dig up the bed and plant

my flowers. She also knew they were

planted in from of the porch where

hounding me inay have

keeping me at home. *True fnends

are like diamonds, precious and rare,

false ones like aummn leaves, found

everywhere.” Jay and his wife, Beny

were those true ones rarely

one’s lifetime. God}msbeellgoodm

me in that area, that kind may be

scarce but I have been lucky enough
. to have found others [ can depend on

mmynmeofneednndlcanmly'

¢all FRIEND. One of them, Bessic

)"

she hadp helped building a
Stone wall around the beds where
‘flowers bloomed continuously all
summer-and late into autumn. Mat
was finally relcased and we returned
‘Thomie, he was still weak and wabbly
feom his illness and 1 was practically
in the same shape from loss of sleep,
etc. It was past time to plant flowers
and [ had no desire nor energy to do

it anyway, so had no idea I needn’t .

worry about it till we stepped on the

{

$9,995/217Mo.

%9,200/5200 Mo.

99 Pontiac 97 Dodge 99 Chevy 99 Olds
Grand Am Stratus Lumina Intrigue GL
40r, Power Group, Aito, 4 Dr. Auto, Loaded, 23K All Power All Options, (2 to Choose)
$12,450/251Mo. || $10,995/222Mo. || $11,995/5242 Mo. || *14,995/°285 Mo.
99 Chevy 99 Pontiac 98 Volkswagen |[* 98 Mitsubishi
Cavalier " || . Grand-am SE -|| ~~Beetle” " | spyderEclipss”’
40, Auto, i Stereo 20,6, Auto, Alloys, Spoiler 4K Auto, loaded Convertible, 26K Auto
$9,995/202Mo. || $13,500/272 Mo. || *15.995/°299 Mo. || $15,995/299 Mo.
98 Mercury 98 Pontiac 98 Olds Aurora 98 Ford
Sable Grand Prix Leather, Got It Al Taurus SE
* Loaded, Like New 4Dr, Loaded, Black Books for $22,000 Fully Equipped, Nice
$10,500/212Mo. || $10,995/222 Mo. $17,995/5342Mo. || $9,995/5202 Mo.
VT Ehavy 97 Chevy i 97 Olds Cutlass
Lumina Lumina' Saturn 4Dt ut, Loaded
Loaded, Only 37K Tilt, Cruise, Sterao, SSK 4Dr., Auto, Low Miles Spoiler, Alloys

'%9,500/5206 Mo.

1 0,995/‘139 Mo.

TRUCKS * VANS * 4X4'S

00 Chev. 9 . 99 Ford Chevy 1l 99 Ford E-150
Silverado LS FOltd R«_mger Windstar Van LX Astro LS Cargo Van, Has Windows
V8, Auto, Loa dsd,lncall‘lade Autd,V6, Air, Stereo 4Dr, 4 Captain Chalrs Loaded Rear Air, (D, Pwr. Everything Auto, Alr, Local
17,995/5340 M. #10,995/222 Mo. (| $17,995/:340 Mo, || *13,500/:272 Mo. |114,995/:285 Mo.
96 Jeep Grand 97 Nissan 1 97 Chev. Blazer LS 97 Plymouth
Cherokee Laredo Pathfinder SE 40r, 4x4, Loaded Voyager
40r, 44, Loaded, 45K 44, Auto, Loaded, 35K “Nice as You'l find* V6, Great Condition
$14,995/328M0. || $17.995/365m0. | | “14:750/299M0. || $10,995/230M0.

1994 Ford Taurus GL.........

1991 Chev. Conversion Van
Raised Roof...
1992 Ford Ranger, Auto .

Top Dollar on Trad

Larr
A ly Hiatt,

och

1993 Mazda Protege...............
1991 Mercury COUGAr .evvuvene *1,995

ore
Town &

Good Trade-Ins Wholesale to Public

1985 Mazda RX-7 oo $1,000 1990 Chev. Corsica.. e 52,000
1992 Nissan Maxima............... $1,500 1984 BMW, Runs Good.............. °1,500

~ 1990Toyota Forerunner, 4x4, 1982 Ford F-250,4x4,6,000.
_$4,000  Looks Great, LowMiles on Engine %6,000  MilesonEngine....-..__.__ $2,500
_$1,700 1990 Ford Crown Victoria ........"1,100 1992 Ford F-150,65K .............. *4,500

1990 Buick Skylark, 4 D, V6,75K $2,995 1984 Buick Skyhawk, s geat... %650

Plus Tax and License Only. Rate and ferm May Vary According 1o Credit Score.

No Money Down * All Vehicles Under Warl'anty
} Week End -
Coun'rry Motors

Great Selection of Hand-Picked Vehicles

Our Reputation Speaks for ltself

>-Ins ¢ Different Inventory Week




