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Besides holding down and excel-
ling ata senior management position
ina S20 million dollar company, my
fricnd, colleague and technically my
boss is a singlc mother, master horti-
culturist, homeowner who is enrolled
ina Masters Degree program in wild-
lifemanagementatEastern Kentucky
University where she carrics a 3.7
grade point average.

1 get tired just thinking about eve-
cything Jeni Hosfeld bas on her plate
and somctimes [ become envious
because [have neither the energy nor
ambition 10 get half as much donc.
When ook ather flower garden | get
downright jcalous. At least 1 have the
satisfactionof knowing that whatI've
written so far will cause her 1o blush
as L hope that it doesn 't get me fired.

Actually 1 intended 1o use Jeni's
wildlife studies as a lead into this
picce because it's about birds. Jeni is
doing her Master’s thesis on Eastern
Bluebirds and 1 have been privileged
totag along on her ficld swdies afew
umes with my camera in low. Long
ume readers on this column know
that | have a deep and abiding affec-
uon for song birds but I can only
recognizea couple dozen or soout of
the hundreds that fly about.

Iden’t do much bird photography
because I'm nota very patient person
nor can [ afford the $3,000 price Lag
that 2 proper 1200mm telephoto
birder’s lens carrics.

Jeni promised that she could get
me close enough to the birds that I
might not need such a long lens. She
is domg her rescarch at Blucgrass
Army Depot between Richmond and
Berea, Forwnately the guards and in-
spectors and the guy who issues
badges that allows visitors on the
premises do not read my column so
Jemt has managed to talk them into
lewing me follow her around with
some pretty sophisticated camera
equipment.

The professors and students of
EKU's Wildlife Management pro-
gram have put up dozens at least and
maybe even hundreds of simple bird
houses on the depot grounds among

huge bunkers where I presume nerve
gas and all manner of other deadly
ammunition red. Butthatdoesn't
seem (o bothe e birds nor the stu-
dents and both uterally flock among
them as though they werc a natural
part of the landscape

On my first visit, Jen, her eight-
year-old daughter, Brianaand I spent
several hoursusingan electric screw-
dnver o unfasten the Lops of o many
blue bird boxes that I lost count. The
goal was to get a photo of baby blue
‘birds that eight-year-old Briana could
use to wow her own non-believing
Class mates at Kingston Elementary

School and like Mom.

homestead. I had never even scen a
baby hawk, but now [ have a photo-
graph of one who actually acted like
he got lifted from his nest, lowered 10
the ground to have bands put on his
ankle and radio devices attached to
his rear end iwo of three times a day
every day. In fact, I have 75 pictures
of baby hawks and the only reason I
don’t have more is because | ran out
of film.

I was describing my bird photog-
raphy expeditions over the weekend
with such enthusiasm that one of my

friends \nkbtﬁled that perhaps going
land getting a wildlife
degrec is something I ought to also
consider. And (obe honest1did muse
on the idea for a few seconds. Then I
remembered how much work Jeni
Hosfeld is putting into it and exhaus-
tion got the best of me again.

However, as soonas [ geta chance
1o make cnough copics of the pic-
tures, 11l share them with your news-
paper because a fledgling red-tailed
hawk is simply 100 beautiful to de-
scribe with mere words.

point average up among the stars.
Briana had been talking up blue birds
atschool to the point that she needed
a little proof that she knew of which
she spoke.

‘The very firstbox we checked was
inhabited but not by a bluebird. Suf-
fice to say that I know what a tree
swallow looks like and amug shot of
this one's beak and eyeballs incaseT
forget. For the next two hours we
looked al several empty nests and
numerous others that had eggs but no
babics. In fact, if all the cggs we saw
hatch, you won’t have to worry about
castern bluebirds becoming extinct
over the next several years. Finally,
justas we were about 1o give up, the
last nest of the day had babies.

Babics that only a mother could
call beautiful. A newly hatched blue-
birdisnotalovely sightinmy humble
opinion. Their heads are huge, they
are featherless and they show no
evidence that will grow up to be onc
of the most stnning of” Mother
Natre's creations. Their skin is so
transparent that you can see and iden-
tify their internal organs. | have pic-
tures to prove i Briana has also
quieted a féw naysayers with photos
taken while she lovingly cupped the
naked little creatures in the palms of
her hands.

1 have ten bucks that say 90% of
her classmates would not have had
the nerve.

Back at Jeni's house, later in the
day, we photographed some more
bluebirds nesting in her front yard in
a box conveniendy located right
beside the driveway where Jeni can
check their daily progress without
having to getout of the car. You, dear
reader, and [ could put up blue bird
boxes until we had blisters on our
hands in our front yards and most
likely never collect anything except
moss. | point this out in reference to
the jealousy 1 mentioned earlicr.

Last week [ wentback o the depot

Sweet
and

Sour
By Zi Graves

Remember When?

Conversations beginning with,
“Do you remember when?” is us
ally associated with the older gener:
tion taking part in rcunions. These
bits and pieces of information re-
membered by people, and about
people. the listener may have long
forgottcnabout, docsn 't seem tomat-
ter. The thing that does matter is an
important part of ones lifc is brought
into focus that can allow the two ac-
quaintances, or perhaps strangers,
dwell with common interest in “the
good olddays™ versus the outrageous
goings by the youth of today. Ah-ha
I wonder if they, we, also remember
the hardships of those days we look
back on with nosialgia instead of
reality.

[ am guilty of both. Thegg were
some “good old days™ worth reniem-
bering, there were also plenty of the
bad ones we would rather forget.
Same of the good ones are of family
gatherings,some lasting severaldays,
and making room for cveryonc 1o
slecp. Remember Little Jimmy Dick-
ison, and his son, “Sleeping at the
fool of the bed." Well that has hap-
pened at our house many times. Of-
ten with lwoat the headand twoat the
foot. Did the kids like it? We didn't
ask them. It was simply a way of life
for those with scanty room space and
kids back then, we also remember,
did as they were told, and not as they
wished. The: carly

with Jeni and some of her
to look at baby red-tailed hawks.
Unless you are majoring in wildlife
management, a baby bird is pretty
much a baby bird unless it's a baby
hawk in which case it’s larger than a
totof full grown chickens. We visited
three different nests, all of which had
babies, but the students wanied o
band onc with il feathers mature
cnough that they could attack a radio
transmiticr,

1 don't know who made the ar-
rangements, but a guy who works at
the depot showed up with one of
those trucks with a boom that can put
a human on top of a power pole or, in
this case, into the top of any tree that
a hawk might want tuned into a
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and w::mnolm:worscnﬁ{nnllaar
inlife, And then pallets made on the
foor for the older ones. Over the
years, mealtime at our house hasbeen
talked about by nieces and nephews,
from both sides of the family, as one.
of the happiest memorics in their lifc.
Vegetables, cither fresh or home
canned, filled pots on the stove, with
the biggest of them holding a big fat
hen with dumplings bubbling over
the lop, and a big pan of fresh peach,
blackberry or apple cobbler sending
mouth watering odors from the oven,
along with that of hot combread that
tempted kids, and grownups, 1o get
their hands washed quickly for din-
ner was almost ready. Memories of
those days have been engraved innot
only my heart but in the minds of
those little kids who are now grown
with their own families being told
about,“The days we spent with Aunt
Zi and Uncle Mat on the farm.”
Memorics are made up of more
than family, it is of nwgnbms being

But the main topic of conversa-
tion at reunions in the remote sec-
tions of Appalachia is, "Do you re-
member” one room schools, teach-
ers, qualified or not, would be re-
membered as that old woman, or
pretty young thing, that didn’t know
what she was talking about, or the

handsome young maneacher thegirls

had a crush an, then the subject of pie
suppers always came up. The pies,
baked by the women or girls was
auctioned off to the highest bidder.
Usually bought by the husband or
boyfriend of the one that baked it.
The money from the sales went ©
buyneeded equipment forthe school.
The prettiest girl and ugliest man
clected at these old fashioned pie
suppers were really not the preuiest
or uglicst, but the most popular that
year, And the pic that sold (o the
‘highest bidder may not have been the
‘best one there, but was bought by the
girls “fellers” so she would have o
share it with him in some secluded
comer. (Maybe not so sccluded if
some of the other “fellers” had their
way.) Can you imagine the ridicule
these simple pleasures of the Moun-
tain folks would have created in a
large city school?

Do you remember? Is a question
that is still being asked by folks inter-
ested in, and concerned about Lhe
explosion of development and disap-
pearance of familiar places. Small
towns are being chewed up and cast
away as bits of garbage by the busi-
ness world of today that belicves
“bigger™is belter. Maybe o, butthere

jee The

are still people, like the new pharma-
cists, owners of the drugstore on the
comer of Newcomb and Richmond
St., that believe in local ownershipof
athriving busincss. Hurrah for them.
I recently dropped in to welcome
them to our neighborhood and liked
what [ saw. Give them time to get
cstablished and you will be pleased

with their services and dedication to

help revive the image of Mt Vernon

‘When that happens you may hear the

next generation talk about the “good

old days™ when ML Vemon took a
* turn for the better,

Now, fnra bit of my, “Do you
remember’s?”

Do you remember when Mr
McBec's clothing store on Main St
handled first class clothing, the iden-
tical clothes sold elsewhére, at hrand
named -stores, brought twice the
amount he charged. And he carried
the best brand of shoes found any-
where. Along with these superior
clothes he carried other necessitics
for house-keeping such as old fash-
ioned oil-cloth, Underwear for both
men and women, all good quality,
plus odds and ends of tics, hats, etc. It

And what about the old, beautiful
hotcl on the comer, where the Signal
office is now, and the taxi cab stand
close Lo where the Mt Vemnon Bank
now is. Does anyone miss the post
office being in the center of town
wheré it was convenicnt for shoppers
and people on foot 1o pickup or de-
posit mail. In other words, do you
remember Mt Vernon asit was, once
upon a time?

Icouldn tfinish this without bring-
ing back the memory of Dr. John D.
Henderson, the dentist and benefac-
tor to any and all that was in need of
dental work. People came from far
and near to reccive care from him.
His uﬂicc was not fancy, justa little

room that was reached by
:I:mbmg rickely stairs and wailing
your turn.on an old wooden bench.
Yourturnmay come inan hour orone
might have 1o wail scveral hours. But
one thing for sure, the dental work
would be done, and done well when
your timccame. He wasa humanitar-
ian as well as a dentist. When I first
met him he charged fifty (50¢) cents
10 pull or fill a tooth, and ten dollars

fora sttof false teeth. His reputation

U togo as
always greeted with courtesy and
respect. Then there was the twodime
stores. One is stll there and carries a
wonderful selections of what-nots
along with the usual things in a dime
store. Service is also good here. Do
you remember Jim's Dollar Store?
Then the one across Lhe street that
handled women's finc lingerie? Or
the bank when it was onthe other side
of the strect, and the movie house
close by? What about the old court
house with the women's rest room in
the basement? (Whew!) That was
one | would like to forget. But the
dignity of the old building, looking at
it from the outside, is a pleasant one

went beyond e County and
often people amiving from Ohio,
Tennessee or Indiana would be sit-
ling on the steps leading Lo his office
at five o'clock in the morning. They
had driven all night so they might be
first to see him, He was not only a
first class dentist, he was a first class
citizen. He reated all people cqually,
the poor and ncedy got the same
treatment as those with a bank ac-
count. His fricndliness and under-
standing of people nceds isamemory
I treasure.

1 am sure all my readers could add
cnough memorics of their past expe-
ricnces o fill a book. Maybe we
should get together and do just that. |
have a few more I could also add.
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CARS ON SALE NOW! PORTS UTILITIES!

99 Chevy S10 Blazer LS, 4.dr. loaded.

$16,400

517350
51099

514750

97 Gr. Cherokee Laredo 4x4, lcaded...

mere than loor. They
are real pcupic sharing wnrk when
there is a need for it and fun and
games when there is leisure time.
Sometimes doing both at the same
time, suchas atending a bean-string-
ing, and playing games while eating
watermelon afterward. One night at
our ouse several neighbors gathered
in and at least six bushels of beans,
picked that day for the occasion, was
strungand bmkeu and readicd for the

The Jeans That Fits

Pocket Lined * 100% Cotton

* Machine Wash » Made In USA
Pt Lt G At

Regular *48*

Sale *32%

. Sea-Sun
Sportswear

25" ot

Ticketed Price

Grand Opening now Going 0n At

THE APPAREL SHOP

37 Public Square ¢ Lancaster, KY » (859)- 792-8811
Under New Management & Ownership.

was cul
and the fun nl‘caung juicy slices of it
began, Guessing games and mcmo-
ries of other “olden days™ had been
going on all the Lime S0 now it was
timetosay, thank you-all, good night.
These were the days when Doc-
tors still made house calls night or
day, even driving the y-fi
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98 Chrysler Town/Counlry, 4 door. dual ar,
36K,

loaded,
$18.990

98 Fond Taurus, SW, auto, ...

98 Pontiac Grand AM, 4 door, auto, &

98 Dodge Stratus ES, 4 door, V6, loaded..

TRUCKS!
2000 Chevy S10pickuplS amoar— $13250
99 Ford Ranger XLT, ar, 13K $10,950
X Cab, auo, ar. S|
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e 39,3
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milesto ourarea (o seea patient 1oold
tomake the trip 0 town. O delivera
baby whose mother prefesred home
delivery. It was also atime in history
when lawyers weren'tneededtosetde
a family squabble. And child devel-

FFod T S s,

opment dof. You

know, maybe that was the reason
womenhadbigger familiesback then,
so the older ones could, and did, take
care of the liule ones.

Each arca of the country has its
own peculiar pasttoreminisce about,
the industrial world, city life, high
socicty and the slums have nothing in
commoa with the Appalachian
Mountain folks to talk about. One
room schools, pic suppers, carrying
water from a spring flowing from
cleft in a rock beneath a cliff, cutting
firewood for a pot-bellied stove, and
rising carly to milk the cow before
leaving to walk the mile or so o
school, would seem like a fairy story
to any of them.
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