Has lived 75 of her 100 years in Rockcastle
Mrs. Cynthia Cox’s life spans century

Twenty-five year old Miss Cyn-
thia Brewer of Wooten (acommunity
between Hyden and Hazard) in Leslie
County came 1o Mt. Vernon in 1925
10 teach home economics at Langdon
Girls Boarding School. The school
was on Williams Street in M. Ver.
non where Jeff and Twila Burdetie
now live and next door to where Mrs.
Cox still lives. During the five years
she spent ieaching at Langdon, Cys-
thia met and married a young local
bank teller, Vernon Cox.

Immediately following their mar-

riage, the Coxes spent four years in
Santa Fe, New Mexico where they
worked, she as a dietician, and pe as
a manual trainer in a Pn:d)y:\m
girls’ boarding school, whose stu-
dent included mainly Native Ameri-
cans.
In 1934, when they returned w0
Mt Vernon, Langdon was in the
process of closing its doors 10 merge
with the new high school, and so they
bought from the Presbyterian Board,
the “model cottage™ next door ©
Langdon, where Mrs. Cox still has
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Based Services, Protection and Per
manency, located w the Soott Boild-
ing on West Main Street in Mt

residence. The cottage, built around
the turn of the century, was once the
for the Presbyterian
Church. When Mrs. Cox taught home
economics there, the buildng was
used by the school as atraining center
for ieaching girls practical lessons in
home management. of six
8th grade girls spent six weeks living
in the cottage. Each week, they as-
sumed the roles of a different family
member - mother, father, siblings.
The girls shopped, planned meals
and budgets, cooked, and cleancd
The . from time 10 time
served as a clinic for tonsillectomies.
The nursing staff & Langdon assisied
Dr. Pennington (from London) in
surgery a well as «a supervising the
convalescence, Mr. Cox s tonsillec
tomy wok place there and resulted in
a hife-threatening hemorrhage which
nurses were finally ablé 10 control.
Later, during the Depression, Mr
and Mrs. Cox worked as supervisors
for the NY A, a government supporied
program for youths. Mr. Cox built a
Itdde stucco bailding on the back side
of their property 10 use as a shop o
teach the boys woodworking skilis. It
later was made into a dwelling
Among other things, the boys made
chairs and tables for classrooms. It
was during this time that the youths
budlt the sione wall around the litle
caty park at the comer of Mam Sureet
and Richmand Swreet
Mrs. Cox taught the gidls 1o sew
and the clothes they made were pro-
vided to those who needed them. Her
classes were taught in the vacated
Langdon classrooms
After their NY A employment, Mr

I
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and Mrs. Cox both worked for Ralph
Griffin, a local furitre dealer. Mr
Cox also worked some for C.C. Co:
Hardware, and Mrs. Cox w
ployed for several years at
Vemon Locker Plant locat
Jim’s Used Furniture Storg is now

In the late 1930s, Mr. C
his wife a loom, pa
ones at Berea's Chy
She aught herself how ¢
books and “Dluffing her way thre
she said. At first, she we
herself ‘and friends. Lase
when Mr. Lair opened 3 craft shop at
Renfio Valley, she sol¢
her weavings. Her bus:
grew 10 include plac

runners as well

im some of

fall which re
her back, Mr:

sCver

band, who was nic
a young paperboy by a Judge
who was always ready for hs paper
before it arived, was
signer. He des:
crafied almos

ncluding  chests, buffet v

quitc 3 de

ned and ogether they

g
an acom and reproduced it 2s ¢ xax
as possible. Their cabincts are de
signed with glass pancls in o
Despite the fact that
afflicied with a crippling and very
painful artheitis, be was self-suffi

Crent until about fowr years before hes

death. Among his other nume:
s and hobbics were dr

nung and gardcming
nd artistic absdity of

uple was their obvious delight in
and appe t
f the

X taton of the natural be
carth. S4 Lh n
verlook or take ¢
woticed by the Coxes. Shiny and
new store-bought things do not deco-
rate the Cox house, but rather bow
cts of biiersweet or dried flower.
the garden, handmade baskcts
and hand-rubbed rocts found m the
backyard or

it because they ¢

of driftwood

a peece

in a department store

have thewr beauty and value over
looked
Appropriaicly, because they both
wed and appreciated good woods,
Mrs. Cox chose a solid walnut casket
for Mr. Cox when he died and placed
upon it 3 beautiful Nowering house
plant they had been awaiting bioom
hortly before his death
Also iouching 10 those who knew
a couple was the mutual
respect and admiration they
d 0 share
Mrs. Cox’ will be celebrating her
xh burthday this May 16, Her
nailing address is: Mrs. Cynghia Cox

Williams Swoet, My Vemom, Ky
4456
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