Legislative Update . |

From State Rep. Danny Ford
General Assembly Completes
2000 Session

‘The sixtieth and final day of the
2000 General Assembly arrived ona
warm sunny day in the Bluegrass.
‘Though there were major issues yet
to be decided, members worked to-
gether to complete a emarkable
Session. The legislature was able 10
provide a $14 billion basically reve-
nue neutral budget for the next bien-
nium including over seven hundred
projects across the state. Offsets of a
$75 million cut in taxes paid into the

fund, com-

hensive $55.7 million plan that fo-

-etises on more than 257,000 children

inthe state under the age of six. Tobe
funded with 25% of the Tobacco
Seulement Phase I dollars, the pro-
gram includes vision and hearing
screening,

were less extensive than originally
expected, but brought some relief
from the reforms enacted in the 1996
Special Session. The legislation raises
benefits by nearly seventy-five per-
cent for a large majority of employ-
ces with parual disabili-

program, scholarships for child-care
workers to upgrade training, a rating
system for child-care facilities, and
increased subsidices for low-income
families. i »

ties, while compensation insurance
costs to employees with permanent
partial disabilitics, while compensa-
tion.insurance costs to employers is
only expected to raise about ten per-

those with

mcn\al health and dcvclopmcma]

cent. are aided through
provisions in the budget that cut the

inseveral

bined with a six pércent Lax on out of
state long distance phone calls, en-
abled the movement of funds to those
areas seen o have the mostneed, like
education, roads, health services, cic.,
actually lowering the overall tax
burden on Kentuckians.

- Taxes proposed carlier in the
Session were denied by the General
Asscmbly, including gasoline taxes,
service laxes, property Laxes, limited
liability corporation taxes, and the
broad communications tax, decemed
inappropriate and unnecessary. By
holding to a revenue neutral philoso-
phy, reviewing funds on hand, and
cxpccl.mg more diligentoversight on
expenditures, the General Assembly
demonstrated the potential influence
of a more balanced system of repre-
sentation. This in turn saved the indi-
vidual tax payer possibly as much as

one hundred dollarsamonth in out of
pocket tax expenses. These are dol-
lars that individuals, rather than the
government, can choose to spend on
needs for themselves and their fami-
lies.

The General Fund Budget that
extends from July 2000 lhmugh the
end of June 2002, directs increases

from all agencies that provide serv-
ices to Kentuckians, gives signifi-
cantly more dollars to local schools
and universities than past budgets,
and includes the entire list of about
over 700 suggested community de-
_ velopment projects spread through-
out the 120 Kentucky counties.
‘Though many issues combined to
establish the results of the legislative
agenda, some are of particular inter-
estand importance. The Early Child-
4 hood Development program estab-
Jishpd in this Session under the
tGovemor’s direction is a compre-
s

bills.P
provide more information to patients
of state owned facilities about any
planned changes. Another bill pro-
vides more funding for assisted liv-
ing. HB 268 was a major initiative
which applies o group health plans
for fifty or more and requires insur-
ance companies 1o offer the same
level of coverage for mental illness
and substance abuse as for physical
illness and discase.

Onc of the last issues to be final-
ized in the Session was the Phase |
Master Tobacco Settlement Agree-
ment, HB 611. Kentucky is expected
to reccive more than three billion
dollarsover thenextuwenty-five years
through this agreement. Twenty-five
percent of the funds are allocated for
the Early Childhood D

1ax paid by into the unem-

lion.

Anomcr of the main issues of the
Session was legislation to combat
adultilliteracy. The Adult Education
and Literacy program reccived ap-
proval on the last day through the
passage of SB 1 and is seen as an
important investment in our people.
The legislation cstablished the goal
of significantly improving opportu-
nities for adult education in Ken-
tucky.

Of the several proposals for Con-
stitutional amendments to be pre-
sented to the voters in November,
only two were passed. One would
abolish the elected position of Rail-
road Commissioner, aposition whose

ployment insurance fund by $75 mil-
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Program. A sccond twenty-five per-
cent is sct aside for a Health Insur-
ance Initiative that covers patient
protectionandestablishesa High Risk
pool for the individual market. Fifty
percent of the settlement is desig-
nated for agriculture. Thirty-five
percent of the agriculture allocation

is directed back to the local counties
based on a tobacco dependency for-
mula. The other sixty-five percent
willbe controlled by astatewide board
with projects to be on

through a reorganization. The other
amendment that will be presented for
volers’ consideration proposesathirty
day General Assembly session fol-
lowing the Organizational Session in
odd numbered years. Passage of this
amendment would remove the ne-
cessity for the Governor to call so
many special sessions and give law-
makers greater oversight of financial
and regulatory activity on behalf of
citizens.

In Ihc coming weeks, I wlll share

theirmerit through grants in rescarch,
marketing development and other
projects deemed to strengthen the
agriculture industry in the state. A
provision (o supplement a scparalc
$1.5 million fund that compensates
farmers for lost tobacco quota from
Phase I will be honored prior 1o the
percentage calculations.

Changes to the Workers” Com-

pensation program through HB 992.

of other deci-
sions from this Session in which you
may be interested and talk about is-
sues that were requested but not
passedin final consideration this year.
In the meantime, please contact me
with any particular questions you
might have or to share your com-
ments. You may always reach me
here in the District, or you may con-
tinue 1o use the Legislative Message
Line, toll-free at 1-800-9:72-7181.
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