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Hall of Fame,
other money
included in
state budget

Rockeastle County faired some-
what better than other counties, after
state leaders finally reached an agree-
ment on a budget for Kentucky for
the next two years.

Included in the $14 billion state
budget is $1.5 million for exhibits at
the Kentucky Country Music Hall of
Fame project, which is currently un-
derway at Renfro Valley.

‘The $1.5 million brings the total
state outlay for the Hall of Fame to
$3,168,000 from the state's last two
budgets.

‘The 1998 Kentucky General As-
sembly appropriated $2,168,000 for
the actual construction of the Hall of
Fame.

State Representative Danny Ford
of Mt Vemnon said he was very
pleased with the money. for the Hall
of Fame. "It waskind up in the air for
a while because we did not pass the
Governor's tax increase, but we
worked very hard to see that that
money was left in the budget, be-
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Powell pleads
guilty to Dairy
Mart robberies

A ML Vemon man pled guilty in
Rockeastle Circuit Court on Monday
to two counts of robbery, second de-

gree.

According to acting Common-
wealth Attorney Eddy F. Mon(gom-
ery, Frankie Lynn Powell, 20, of
Rockeastle Villa Apariments, admit-
ted that he threatened to use physical
forcs while committing thefts at the
Dairy Mart store in Mt. Vemon in
December of last year.

Montgomery recommended a
sentence of five years for Powell.

Formal sentencing will take place
on May 12.

Anassault charge against Powell
over an incident at the Rockcastle
County Dcwrmnn Centerlast week is
still pendin;

Rbckmsdc County Attorney Jeff
Burdette said that case will be pre-
sented to the Rockcastle Grand Jury
atalater date.

U.S. Cengressman Harold
Rogers was at the Rockcastle
County High School Tuesday to
discuss the county's plan for
economic development. He
praisedlocalleadersand volun-
teers for coming together to
work toward obtaining more
Jjobsfor the county. Hediscussed
tourism, hisWRIDE program
and new age technical jobs.
Above, at left is Congressman
Rogerswith Rockcastle County
Judge Executive Buzz Carloftis,
Rockcastle PRIDE coordinator
Don Coyleandlocal Solid Waste
CoordmntorScomeBerrymnn

County files
counterclaim
in road suit:

By: Richard Anderkin

The Rockceastle County Fiscal
Court has filed an answer to a lawsuit
brought against them concerning the
closing of aRockeastle County road.

The fiscal court also instructed
Rockcastle County Attorney Jeff
Burdetie to file a counterclaim in the
suit.

Thesuitinvolves the Toddy Payne
Road, also known as the Flat Rock-
Hill Road, which runs through 10
Halcomb East Road at Maple Grove.

The suit was brought against the
county last month by Mike and Lori
Gates, who own 800 acres along the
road.

The Gatesasked the fiscal courta
few months ago to close the road
because itis virwally i

Inaswornaffidavit, Bullock says
the road has been worked during his
15 years in office and that the road is
passablc by horseback even now.

However, the Gates contend that
the road is not passable because the
road actually has never been main-
tained by the county.

Gates' attorney, Jerry Cox of ML
Vemon, said the closing of the road
would not landlock anyonc and that
if the road were left open, it would
causc a safety problem for people
auending Gates' retreat.

Gates said that a major concern
of his was that people use the roadgo
get 1o their marijuana patches and
they.also 'dump illegal garbage all
along the'rpad. ¢ .

aretreat for
theblindand physically handicapped.

Several local residents also voiced
their opposition to the closing of the
road at two different meetings of the
fiscal court.

Fifth district magistrate Donald
Bullock has been very vocal about
closing the road as well. Bullock
maintains that the road is a county
road and has been for more than 50
years.

show that on’seyeral different occa-
sions. in‘past years, the fiscal court
declined to accept the road into the
county road program and they also
declined to work on the road past the
Allen Cemetery
Rockeastle County Judge-Execu-
tive Buzz Carloftis admitted that the
county has no deeds to the road, but
said that his administration had al-
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Ten Commandments bill
to be signed by Governor

A spokesperson for Kentucky
Senator Albert Robinson, of London,
who also represents Rockcastle
County, said Wednesday that Gover-
nor Paul Patton would sign a bill that
will allow the posting of the Ten
C in schools, court-

Atleft,Ri ithlong-
time friend and supporter
Alonzo McCollum. Over 100
people attended the meeting.

Grand Jury indicts twelve Friday

‘The Rockcastle County Grand
Jury handed down 12 indictments
Friday for crimes ranging from traf-
ﬁckmg in man_yunna lnmcuvmg sto-

Gary Dny, 34, of Day SueeL
Brodhead was indicted on three
counts.
Heisaccussed of possessing drug
paraphernalia, possession of mari-
juanaand of narcotics on
about February 3 in Rockcasuc
County.

mdhead police officer Willie
Skeens is the mvuugmng officer.

Charles Marlow, 30, 0of Rt. 1, ML.
Vemon was indicted in connection
with a March 17th incident, in which
he is accused of having a stolen util-

/ity trailer in his possession that be-
longed to Russell Bowles-and. was
valued at over $300. He was also
indicted on acharge of being apersis-
tent felony offender.

Kentucky State Police Detective
Gary Lane is the investigating of-
ficer.

Michael Alcom, 27, of Rt 3,
Brodhead wasindicted ontwo counts.
He isa;nscdol‘lmving the scene of

an accident and damaging the car of
Lew Vanwinkle in excess of $1,000
on March 12.
Brodhead Police Chief Joc
Busscll is the investigating officer.
Ricky Dale. Madden, 43, of Pos-

sum Kingdom Road, Brodhead was -

indicted on six counts in connection
with an altercation with police on
February 22,

He was indicted on charges of
flecing or evading police, two counts
of wanton endangerment in the first
degree, assault in the third degree,
D.U.L, first offense and persistent
felony offender.

Brodhead ‘police officer Willie
Skeens is the investigating officer.

Mark Edward Howard, 34, of East
Bernstadt was indicted on six counts
in connection with a January 29 inci-
dent involving local police.

Howard was indicted on charges
of two counts of wanton endanger-
ment in the first, flecing or evading
police, criminal mischief, first de-
gree for damaging a police cruiser,
operating a vehicle mder the influ-
ence of alcohol and operating a mo-
tor vehicle on a suspended license.

‘The case involved a police chase
tmm 1-75 pear Burt to Berea.

Lt. Eddie

40 not four
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Elizabeth Carol Renner, 40, of
Mt. Villa Apartments, Mt. Vernon,
wasindicted ononecount of promot-
ing contraband first degree.

She is accused of trying to pass a
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houses and other public buildings.
Robinson’s bill will allow the

posting of the Commandments as a
historical document and not a-reli-
gious one, which will enable the law
to stand up in court, according 1o
Robinson.

The bill easily passed the House
and Senate earlier in this year's ses-
sion.

Currently the Commandments are
posted in the Rockcastle County
Courthouse, but they are not posted
in any of the Rogkcastle County
schools.

The American Civil Liberies
Union has petitioned the Governor to
velo the bill, but the spokesman said

Wednesday that the Governor has
said he would sign it,

A local religious group has also
asked the Rockceastle Fiscal Court if
théy could construct a monument on
the courthouse lawn displaying the
Commandments, but the court has
not taken any final action on that
request.

Work release
prisoner walks
away from detail

An inmate from the Rockcastie
County Detention Center walked
away from a work detail at the state
highway garage last week and is still
at large.

Rockcastle County Jailer James
Miller said that a warrant for escape
hasbeen issued for John B. Mayfield,
37, of Somerset, who is listed as a
class d non-violent offender.

Abney receives Children’s Service Award
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