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Local school leaders
learn from others

“Threats to an Independent Judi-
ciary” will be the subject of the first
inaseries of Law and Justice Forums
Tuesday, April 4, at Eastem Ken-
tucky University.

The event, at 7 p.m. in Poscy
Auditorium of the Stratton Building,
is frec and open tqthe public. Up-

lawyer contribgtions to judicial
campaigns, the impact of elections

andother political influences on judi- -

cialindependence, the growing threat
of political interest group money 1o
fair judicial elections and a foreign
perspectiveon judicial i

The Forum will include a qumon»

coming semi-
annual basis are planned to improve
the public's understanding of the role
of the judiciary system in American
govgmment. They will explore such
issucs as: ways 10 improve citizen
accesstolegal servicesaridthe courts;
racial, gender and other inequiies in
the administration of justice; court-
room security and the growing need
to protect judges, witnesses, jurors
and others; increasing use of and
access 10 altemnative dispute resolu-
tion mechanisms; the role of law
enforcement training;-and the-court
system’s treatment of juveniles and
the mentally ill.

The April 4 Forurt will fpature
Joseph E. Lamber, of Mt. Yemon,
chief justice of the Kentucky Su-
preme Court, and three other present-
ers/panelists: Penny White, former
justice of the Tennessee Supreme
Court and professor at the University
of Denver; Stephen Bright' of the
Southern Center for Human Rights
and Dr. Bankole Thompson, a pro-
fessor in EKU’s College of Justice
and Safety (formerly College of Law
Enforcement) and formerly a judge
in West Africa.

The four will address such issues
as the importance of judicial inde-
pendence tn faimess and justice, lit-
mus tests for judicial appointments,

d- session.

Dr. Jim McCord, direcior of
EKU's paralegal program and chair
of the planning committee for the
event, said the Forum is “timely for
several reasons. We have seen an
increasing amount of evidence of +
attempts to influencé the judiciary
through campaign contributions, lit-
mus tests prior to appointment or
other threatsto their impartiality. The
American public is, essentially, un-
awarc of this threat so the more we
talk about it, the sooner, the better.™

The College of Justice and Safety
is sponsoring the Forum along with
the College of Arts and Sciences and
its programs in the Department of
Government.

The program will be especially
beneficial to students, according to
McCord.

“This will give them an opportu-
nity not only to hear from some lead-
ing authoritics on the subject, but to
meet and talk with them personally.
Students, as voters, need to be better
aware of the impoftance of our judi-
cial system and those factors that
impact upon its decision-making

rocess.”

Refreshments will be served atan
open reception for the presenters at
6:15p.m.

Lambert to speak
at EKU Forum

February 11-13 was a routine
weekend at home for most Ken-
tuckians, but not for members and
staff of the Rockcastle County Board
of Education. They spent the week-
end with colleagues from across the
state leaming how o strengthen
Kentucky's public schools.

Terry Burton, Sherry Isaacs, Sam
Stallsworth, Martin Vanzant, Larry
Hammond, Richard Bray, Charles
Napier and Kathy Allen were among
the estimated 1200 school board
members, superiniendents, school
administrators and others who took
part in the 64th annual conference of
the Kentucky School Boards Asso-
ciation' (KSBA), February 11-13 in
Louisville.

More than 40 conference sessions
and specialty clinics revolved around
the theme, Sharing Leadership for
Student Achievement. Board mem-
bers, who are required annually to

ies in the sciences.
There’s plenty of good news
about public education

Whilemuchhas been written lately
about the “failures” of education, oo
litde has been reported about the
successes. The dropout rate has de-
clined, forexample, test scores are up
and more students are taking more
rigorous courses.

Tocounterall the negative public-
1ty about public schools, the Center
on Education Policy and the Ameri-
can Youth Policy Forum issues a
report outlining the improvement in
public education since the carly
1980s, when the nation began seri-
ously focusing on school reform.

According to the report, Do You
Know the Good News About Ameri-
can Education?

« Dropout rates are lower today
thanthey wereinthe 1970sand 1980s.

reccive approved educa-
tion in school board service, auended
sessions that covered such topics as
religious issues and public schools,
financial management, using student
test scores in long-range planning,
student discipline, staff evaluations
and school safety

School board members also re-
cerved updates on bills before the
2000 General Assembly and an over-
view of a new technology-based
leaming tool. the Kentucky Virtual
High School.

Participants in the 2000 KSBA
Annual Conference heard addresses
from Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives Jody Richards, Dr. Ed Ford,
deputy secretary of, Governor Paul
Paton’s Cabinet and Dr. Freeman
Hrabowski 111, the president ol’ the
University of Maryland-Bal

The 16 10 24-year-old
who were not enrolled in school and
had not completed high school or a
GED was 15 percent in 1972, 14
percent in 1983 and 11 percent in
1997. The decline in dropout rates is
particularly networthy for African
Americans * 21 percent in 1972, 18
percent in 1083 and 13 percent in
1997.

« High school students are taking
more challenging courses. The per-

centage of studentscompleting acore
academic curriculum that includes
four years of English and three years
each of social studies, science and
mathematics more than tripled be-
tween 1982 and 1994, with large
increases among all racial andelhnic
groups. e~

* The percentage of girls ukmg

County and a nationally recognized
advocate on increasing student stud-

science courses, such as algebra 11,
trigonometry, chemistry and phys-
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Doilu Luncheon Sgecials
Monday - Our Own Creation of the Sirloin
Salad $6.95
Tuesday - Beef Tips in Gatlic Butter w/
mushrooms, baked potato and
salad bar $6.95
Wednesday - 6 oz. Sirloin Steak, Baked
Potato and Salad Bar $6.95
Thursday - Delicious Steak Stir Fry on a bed
of rice and salad bar $6.95
Friday - 6 oz. New York Strip Steak w/ous
own steak fries & Salad Bar $7.95

(We are currently taking applications for full and part
time servers. Stop in or call 256-4413) 3

ics, has gone up si, since
1982.

« The percentage of all students
taking tougher math and science
courses also has gone way up. For
example, in 1982, 36 percent of high
school graduates completed algebra
11 and 14 percent completed physics.
In 1994, 58 percent completed alge-
bra IT and 24 percent completed
physics.

* More students with disabilities
are being educated in regular class-
rooms - 26 percent in 1986, com-
pared 10 45 percent in 1996.

* Achievementin mathematicsand
science is improving among whites,
blacks and Hispanics for'9, 13.and
17-year-olds. For example, the aver-

1,000
12th graders in 1984 to 13Tin 1997.

« U.S. students recejve more in-
structional time than Eliropean stu-
dents. For example, in 1994, U.S.
primary schools proyided an average

of 958 teaching hours per year,
compared with 923 in France and
760 in Germany.

« The school crime rate is declin-
ing. In 1993, there were J55 inci-
dents of school-related crimes per
1,000 students ages 12 to 18. By
1997, there were 102 such incidents.

« Public school teachers are well
educated. Virtually all (99.3 percent)
have abachelor’s degree, 45 percent
havea maslu 's degree, and one per-

Y
olds on the National Assessment of
Education Progress rose from 219 in
1982 10 231 in 1996.

« Average SAT scores in mathe-
matics for collcge-bound seniors
increased from 494 10 198310 502 in
1989, to 511 in 1999. Scores on the

Among private
school teachers, 93.4 percent have a
bachelor’s degree or higher. Public
school teacher have more experience
(an average of 14.8 years) than pri-
vate school teachers (12.2 years).
*Morestudentsareentering higher
edueauon Especially noteworthy are

verbal SAT!
period, but not as much. During this
period, the population of test takers
has grown larger and more racially
and cthnically diverse.

« The number of Advanced Place-
ment cxams taken by high school

We will not be undersold!

MemaL Rooring. & Siping
FACTORY DIRECT

We will Beat Anybody's Prices! | Relects/Seconds
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the higher blacks
and women. In 1993, 53 percent of
high school graduates ages 16 0 24
were enrolled in college. In 1997,
that rate increased 10 67 percent.

This information was reprinted
from School Board News.
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CUSTOM DOZER WORK
HONEST, DEPENDABLE
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Heirloom table
lace is "history in
the making "

Discoser these and
other timeless.

treasures wheever

u see the name that means quality

home decor. Heritage Lace.
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You have until April
15, 2000 to open a
1999 I.R.A. and still
get the tax deduction
that goes with it.
Individual Retirement
Accounts are still a
good investment,
and you can open
yours for as little as
$100. Stop in and see
‘us about opening
one today and we'li
be glad to answer all
your |.R.A. questions.
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Member FDIC
Serving the needs of Rockcastle and Jackson Counties

Brodhead
758-8212

Mt. Vernon
256-2500

McKee
287-8390

Real People. Real Progress.
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