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Newly elected officers of the Rockeastle Middle School Y-Club were announced at the club’s annual
banquet last week. The 2000-2001 officers are, front row, from left: Allie Mink, publicity chairman; Gina

McChure, Brittany Offutt, treasurer; Kayla Bryant, president; Casey Tayl
WHB“YY ryant, p
ght, Chaplain and Brittany Perkins, historian. Members of the executive council are, back

Amanda

row from left: Amy Parsons, Jackson Bray, Ryan Graham and Matthew Whitaker.

vice president;

and'majors valuable exposure t©
from a wide range of career ficlds participated in the event

and career

bilities. More than 70

James Brock, left, London, and Br‘nlAsh:r. Mt. Vermon, were two of the many Eastem Kentucky University
students who took advantage of the University’s Spmg Job Fair. The annual event gives students of all levels
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Poorest schools making the grade

By Linda B. Blackford
Three out of four students at

Test scores tell only part of the
swry ofnny school. The reasons for

are poor
cnough toget frec orreduced lunchal .
school, Which, according to much
conventional wisdom, would mean
the school would trail behind wealth-
ier count

their
clear in coming years, thanks to leg-
islation expected 10 be signed by the
governor that will require schools to
analyze their test date by gender,
wealth and ethnicity.

beanmwmnt‘orm:mm

misconceptions and i i
liberating for teachers who have been |
lold kids can't lcarn because they are ;
poor,” Barth said.

terpats.

Butas ithappens, th f four
of Roundstone's students scores so
well in reading and science that the
school was among the top 20 in the
state for those (wo subjects.

‘The school is among a handful in
the state thatare scoring high, despite
what's long been considered insur-
mountable odds of teaching poor
children.

rydatacan

inted from the Lexingion
Herald: -Leader)

Rockcastle wins $3,000
in PRIDE grant funding

“This tell i h
‘ers can beat the odds,” said Susan
‘Weston, executive director of the
Kentucky Association of School
Councils.

According 10 dala Weston com-
piled for the second year in a row, six
out of the 20 best schools on the
reading and social studies portions of
the statewide test has more than 50
percent of their students on frec and
reduced lunch, the federal definition
of povery.

Ten out of the 20 top schools in
science met that samecriteria, as well
as 11 schools in writing.

In math, only two of the top 20
schools, Western Elementary in
Anderson County and George F.

- Johnson Elementary in Pike County,

have a free-lunch population above
50 percent.
‘Wealth continues to be an lrnpor

us Harold“Hal"  &nd waters so we can promote tour-
Rogers has that Rock- d i P This
castle Counly has been awarded PRIDE grant funding'will help us
$3,000 for cleanup activities associ-  Continue to achieve the goals of this
ated with the Kentucky PRIDE pro-  important clean up campaign.”
gram. The City of Mt Vemon has PRIDE - Personal Re-
won a $3,000 PRIDE grant to clean  sponsibility In a Desirable Environ-
garbage and debris from the shore- ment - was launchedin 1997 by Coa-: |
linc of Lake Linvillc. gressman Rogers and Kentucky Sec-

The funding is from acompetitive ~ retary of Natural Resources and En-
grant program, using federal funds 'vironmental Protection Jim Bickford.
secured for PRIDE by Congressman  PRIDE is the region’s first compre-
Rogers. More than $47.7 million in hensive, region-wide effort, combin-
Eund.mg for PRIDE related projects  ing the strength of local, state and

has been \ne federal to address: the
40 oounly PR!DE region since the _ ¢hallengeof cleaning “9 'Ml!dm s

rivers and streams of
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smvnxa'[hepmwnnlnummd
illegal trash dumps, promote envi-

they
pa\sm-. wunfclmmng npounmd-

id. “It's

tant factor in school
d:ma;omyomwmp!ﬂclunmury,
middle and high schools are fairly
wealthy by Kentucky's standards.
And although the main tenet of the
Kentucky Education Reform Actsays
that all children can lcarn, a recent
study by University of Kentucky

professor Phillip Roéder found that

under- ptdmningsg!mhwuemmh

virtually important that we clean up
the trash and garbage from our lands

and renew citizens® pride in eastern
and southern Kentucky.

For more information about local
PRIDE activities, contact M1, Ver-
non PRIDE coordinator Dennis
McClure at 256-3440.

Workshops help solve Kentucky’s
Waste Water problems

Kentucky suffers from a number
of water pohlulu, not the least of

more likely 1o b

Buteven the group smglmioulby
Weston has real significance for na-
tional educational reform, said Patty
Barth, # senior associate, with the
Education Trust,a Washington, D.C.
think tank that advocates for poor
and minority children.

“From a national perspective, it's
more proof that when poor students
are held to high standards, they meet
them,” Barth said,

Educators are still snrfenng from
the legacy of the Coleman Report in
the 1960s, which first linked poor
achievéement (o poverty, Barth said.

walcrways

Two workshops sponsored by
Appalachia-Science in the Public -
Interest (ASPI) on the theory Bnd IS

of the

“Straight
pipes” are often considered the only
waste water disposal option for many
Kentuckians, but these are contami-
nating our waterways.

The dry cmnpnsung toilet is an
ideal environmental answer to this
problem, since it is well suited to be
used in such locations, The dry
composting toilet (DCT)" used in
conjunction with the artificial wet-

dry
loilet and artificial wetlands will be 7
held on June 1-3, 2000 near Living- -
ston keastle and Laurel Coun-
tics)and June 22-24,2000 near Baxier
‘Harlan County) Kentucky, Call 256-
0077 for more information.

ASP1 makes science and technol-
ogy ive to the needs of low-
income Wjople inCentral Appalachia
through lpprupriallb technology

re-

entucky's
rural domestic waste water problems.

SOUrCE ASSESSMIENIS, A Sustainable
forest projectand ASPI publications.

“What a lot of people don’t sec is

rthat it doesn't have to be this way,”

she said.

Roundstone Principal David Pen-
sol says that poverty is never mea-
tioned among Leachers.

Instead, he said, teachers concen-
trate on helping students individually
meet the state’s standards of what
they needed toknow inevery subject.

“We feel like we knew what we
were supposed to-work-an, we felt
like weknew what we were supposed.
toteach, and we’ve never considered
oulldsclvzs an at risk school,” Pensol
sad.

A refusal 1o think about the prob-
lems of poverty is crucial to school
success, said Jacqueline Howard, a
science teacher at Millard Heasley
Elementary in Magoffin Elementary.

“More than anything, I'won’t lis-
ten to teachers who have these kids
the year before and say “so and 0 is
alow achiever,’"Howard said. “You
have to mmk all kids can leam.”
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