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Our Readers Write

Dear Editor,

We greatly appreciate the support
of our families, parents, community,
‘businesses, churchesand individuals
for their contributions to "Project
Graduation 2000. With your dona-
tions and help We can make the 13th
Annual Celebration for our seniors a
huge success. We sincercly thank
you for your kindness, caring and
love offerings.

If you would like to make a dona-
tion please contact Myma Childress
at 256-2125 or Rockeastle County
High School 256-4816.

‘Those whohave donated are Town
& Country Chevron. Russell &
Norma Houk, Jeffery T. Burdete,
Mt Vemon Signal, James & Dee
Ann Miller, Mary Mathis, Lonnie &
Teresa Vanzant, ML Venon Scrap,
Rose’s One Stop, Parsons Gas, Wm.
F. Swewart, Steven Connelly, Brod-
hcad Lion's Club, R&J Printing, Jenny
Sweet, Napa AutoParts, David's Tire
n's Mobile Home,
Brodhead Baptist
Church, Lina Weinewuth, Kevin
Fletcher Signs, J&J Gas Mart, Chuck
Gray, Radio Shack, Debra Lambert,
Margaret Offutt, Roger Renner, Hair
Unlimited, Willis Coffey, Sondra
Mullins, Kiwanis Club, Gary Mink,
PPG Industries, Kentucky Powder,
Quail Homemakers, Clontz & Cox,
Livingston Baptist Church, ML Ver-

required 10. I worked side by side
with Barry for four years here, and
think back of these experiences now
with all kinds of emotions. Some
memories invoke laughier, some
Lears, and some others invoke onlys
the quict contemplation of doing 4
job many would never have done in
the ﬁmlghcc, But you see, Barry,
along with the rest of our police force,
is out there, doing their job, even as
you read my pitiful attempt at writing
a letter.

We have a responsibility to take
care of and have respect for those
who serve us inall capacities. While
there is an accountability of public
servants (0 the people whom they
serve, so the public should feel a
sense of mutual accountability to
recognize and respect honest efforts
that are put forth by these public
servants, I have DIRECT PER-
SONAL KNOWLEDGE that these
people are not serving us as police
officers because it pays so well. It
will never pay well, at least not in
moncy. We as a community can

nonPTA, Street|

RCHS Y-Club, RCHS Faculty &
Staff, Carquest Auto Parts, Advance
Auto Parts, Sherry Cox, The Cutting
Edge, A Cut Above, Sheila Hurst and
Suc's Hairstyling.

The Project Graduation
Committee

Dear Editor,

I have never considered any
thought that I ever had imponant
enough to be printed, or that I should
be so vain as to think that any collec-
tive group of people really wanied io
hear it This is a letter that has been
writlen many times inmy mind in the
past few weeks, and now having had
the temerity 10 put it to paper, hope
that I will do a suitable job.

I was intrigued by some of the
events in this column that have oc-
curred over the past few weeks, and
because | have enjoyed a
friendship with Barry Adams, aswell
as a long professional rejationship,
thought T was direcy qualified for
once Lo sp:;‘gk about something here.

c these officers in ways
that are much more tangible 1o them
than moncy. I hallenge not only this
community, but also the City Coun-
cil, 1o GIVE THESE OFFICERS
PRAISE WENT IT IS DESERVED.
If you are a member of our City

make this an i part of their

challenge
give praise and recognition where it
is deserved?

I guess I should close, as my
temerity to write thisgan only hold
out 50 long! I am thankful for the jobs
that this police department performs.
1 am thankful that the Lord kept me
safe when [ was working with these
officers, and it is my hope and prayer
that He will continue © do so with
them. The longer that this commu-

i

totake it or go under. Farmers will be
at the mercy of the tobacco compa-
nies for a fair price or more likely, a
break-even price.

If you doubt any of this, ask the
contract growers of other agricul-
tural commoditics.

This is why the Burley Co-op and
others have asked our Senators and
Representatives for help.

The Tobacco Farmers Protection
Act, Scnaic Bill 385, will serve as a
shield for growers. [t docs not siop

nity 5 more
ashamed we should feel. Let’s get

This act serves to level
the playing field between growers
and Lob: ies. Thisact will

behind our police They
serve us faithfully, and we should let
them know we appreciate it!
Barry Adams” friend,
Matthew J. Bryant

Dear Editor,

“The producer was at themercy of
the speculator, and many tobacco
raisers were steadily facing ruin, and
asaclass wire approaching economic
serfdom.”™ The Black Patch War, John
G. Miller, 1936. 3

Are we Lo retum (o thecarly days
of the 1900°s when farm families
were at the mercy of a tobacco com-
pany - recciving whalcver pitlance
would be paid a1 or just about the
starvation level? So it will be with
contract buying.

PhilipMorris U.S.A. has proposed
contract buying asameans 1o “get the
tobacco they need” and, without
saying s, at the “price they want.” |

recently visited twelve Tarmers-in-,

South America who were growing an
average of ten acres of contract to-
bacco cach - only one of those farm-
ers was weanng shoes. Do we want
American tobacco farmers barefooted
and bare backed when it comes 1o
dealing wi ies? We

cause minimum standards to be met
by the companies rather than the
growing having a contract thrown
down on his breakfast table and told
1o take it or leave it.

This act will do for growers what
they cannot do individually. “The
individual farmer can still negotiate
o beuer himself but in the mean-
while be protected by a negotiating
Commission made up primarily of

one day Mat came in with a big block
of wood dressed on all four sides and
handed it 10 Rod with the hammer
and bag of nails. Then explained to
him what it was for and how 10 drive
the nails in straight. Then one last
waming, “Now this is the only place
you are ever (0 drive a nail into tll
yougettobeabigboy." I'wish | knew
what happened 1o that block. The last
time I remember seeing it it was liter-
ally full of nails, there was no sign of
the original wood. Children can be
taught the right and wrong way Lo do
things. But it must begin at birth.

Walking to and from school was a
way of life and a way of kids gelting
the much needed exercise they are
missing today. It was also the time
Kids from the samé nei got

when they passed her home. Polly
often tells of those times, how Ms.
Mize, “Alice,” would hear them
coming and have the biscuits and
Jelly ready for anxious hands and half
empty stomaches to getrid of so she
wouldn’t have 10 throw them out.
Polly always called Ms. Mize her
second

grandma.

Nor do bus riders get the benefits
of stopping by the wayside and pick-
ing persimmons in the fall or raiding
an apple wree full of ripe fruit that
otherwise would be wasted. Or get-
ting 1o school with wet Teet from the
snow or rain and being allowed 0
pull their shoes off and dry them by
the big stove in the. middle of the
room. Or run the mile or 50 home, as

-Rod used 10, have a big bowl of

canned blackberries with fresh milk
it before he did his

acquainted and become best friends.
And at that time in history schools
‘were neighborhood concerns where
neighbors looked out for the benefit
of kids passing their house. | had one
neighbor in the Buffaloarea thatkept

0
nightly chores, then grab a book and
head for his room.

Todays advantages are great, and
I am sure the method of training and
teaching this generation of children
will have its place in history. And our

farmers. This C will de-
wvelop a minimum standard contract
upon which all contests must be met.
‘The Commission will also make surc

toput
on them just for the kids going home.
Andthekids were never disappointed

will be able 10 tell the
next generation of “Their Good Old
Days.” 1

that all contracts are in
with the Tobacco Price Support Pro-
gram.

Growers - if contracting is to be,
get protection. Call your State Sena-
tor and Representative and say I
need you 1o help me protect myself
against unfair contracting practices. [
don’t mind working, but I don"t want
o be oereduced 1o serfdom.
Voic/Tor Senate Bill 385, the To-

Farmers Protection Act.”
Sincerely,
Danny McKinney

Council and donot praiseof
those police officers who deserve it
as monthly business, then I consider
youunfit o serve as amember of this
governing body. Council, you hear

the police report read <o you every

havenochoice but 1o oppose contract
buyingof tobacco in the United States.
Here's why:

Contract Buying would end the
United States tobacco price support
program, This program has offered
produc and price stability

month. How app are you of

the job that your officers perform?

Do you have an official recognition
fod thosc ot

for 58 years. Without it there wouald

and
who exceed the normal level of duty?
If you do, maybe this community
would like to know when these offi-
cers are recognized and why. 1 am
sure that a water expansion project
makes for interesting reading, but as
for myself, 1 would like to know
which police officers put forth more
effort than what minimum wage
requires. 1 challenge our Coyncil to

be huge of the supply
and price of tobacco.

Contract Buying would take away
the farmer's independence. He/she
would no longer have the freedom to
choose what varietylo grow, what
chemicals 10 use, how and when to
harvestthe crop. The farmer wouldin
fact become a slave of the tobacco
com| X
Contract Buying would allow the
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Men's Velva Retan Chemigum
Cork With Heel - Leather Sole

—~, BED WING |
CONFORT-FORCE

NAPIER BROTHER'S CLOTHING

Furnishings For Men & Women

Sizes: B 8-14, C 8-13,
D 4-1/2- 16, E 6-1/2- 13,
EE6-1/2- 13, EEE T-14

tobacco to_dictate all
decision making. The companics
would control all areas of produc-
tion. It would be one contract, one
man, Do voice.

Contract Buying would greatly
diminish U.S. tobacco's ability w
compete warldwide thus decreasing
exports and markets. Under contract
buying, domestic markets would be
the only place’for U.S. tobacco.
Currently, domestic markets are
decreasing which in wm means less
tobacco needed 1o meet demand.

‘Contract Buying mostly includes
large producers. Tobacco companies
will not be interested in small to-
bacco growers, According (o Dr,
William Snell of the University of
Keatucky, if the average farm would
increase 1o just as little as ten acres
under a contracting system, the net
wesult would be an elimination of
over 50 percent of the Kentucky
tobacco farms, Therefore, most U.S.
burley tobacco farmers will be out of
busificss.

CMI Buying will take away
the tobacco farmer's bargaining
power. The tobacco companies will

Year-round protection for your
outdoor equipment & furniture

‘Starting at $880 delivered to your site

Bamn
8x8 $880  $1060
8x12 $1100  $1320
10x12  $1300  $1530
10x16  $1540  $1820
12x16 $1760  $2060
“l12x20  $2070 © $2440
12x24  $2370 - $2780

355-0011

T

Five styles, including a garage, in 14 colors
Standard Features
« All Wood Construction
- Extra Heavy Duty Hardware
« Awning windows with screens
+ 25-year shingles

Woodland.
KY Hwy 3245

From Hwy 150 at Crab Orchard, go south on Hwy 39 five miles.
4 Turn left onto KY 3245. Go 0.4 mile to business on right.

Buildings
Crab Orchard

Sweet n' Sour

(Cont. from A2)

area, the house was their playpen,
with restrictions on what they were
allowed 1o play withand getinto. But
these clothespins would keep them
busy for hours, And frustrations were
ofien heard as a dog house or fence
fell by the wayside when they hadn't
been stacked securcly. Bul they soon
leamed, that was what it wasall about,
Icaming, how to develop skills and
think. I remember one of Rod's spe-
cialtoys hisdad fixed for him. He had
been caught sevgml times with.a
hammer driving nails into anydsing
he could fifid, $6 far he hafl not
damaged anything, but one never
knew with a little boy of four or five-
years-old when it would happen. So

Take A Chance. ..
The RCHS Dugout Club
is selling chances on a

$100 Wal-Mart
Gift Certificate

- Chances ar $1 each or 6 for $5

See a baseball player to purchase chances.
Drawing will be held March 20, 2000

Pine Grove
Shooting
Sports

Hwy. 1955 - Big Hill
(Rockcastle - Jackson Line)
Hrs. Mon..-.Sat..9 to dark,
Sunday 1'to dark
606-965-3995

CN NQur Zord Yoar
COME SEE THE DIFFERENCE

No pressure » Top Trade Allowance * Free Warranty

: CARS ON SALE NOW! SPORTS UTILITIES! S

99 Chev. S-10Blazerdd b loaded__— $19,990

99 Honda!

99 Ford Explorer 4 &, 4, baded
Passport 4 & ded, baded, 16K
97 Toyota 4Runner SRS 4a4, loaded.

96 Jeep Gr. Cherokee Lid. 414, V4 kaded

VANS!

SEAd

99 Ply. Voyager 4, V-6, 6l oo

$18,990
$16,860

98 Mazda X-Cab 4 dr., V-6, auo, ar, 16K

99 Ford Ranger X-Cab, 4 &r, 7K.
99 Ford Ranger XLT 13X ..




