Dear Editor,
1 would like to express my appre-
ciation for the law enforcement in

Our Res: l(lCI'S Write

tee would like to thank the following
businesses and individuals for their
contributions to a great cause. We

County and
counties and the Drug Enforcement
Agency.

Itseems as if all we've read lately
are the down grades of people against
our law enforcement. Apparently,
these people have no appreciation
none what-so-ever for the men and
women that lay their liveson the line,
daily, to protect and serve. And, ycS.

always the support our
community gives toward Project
Graduation.

We are making great plans for the
Class of 2000 and would like to ask
everyone 1o join us in the fun.

If you would like tamake a dona-
tion please contact Myma Childress
at 256-2125 or Rockeastle County
High School 256-4816.

Those Town

protect and serve
search you, against ‘wmngfully mv
cused.”

Anyway, if everyonc has been
keeping up with the latest news. Our,
so called, epitome of stupid, law en-
forcement just took down one of the
biggest drug operations in our state.
Are there any letters of accommoda-
tions for this? Where is our apprecia-
tion now? Where was our apprecia-
tion last year when the same thing
happened to one of our other family
drug operations? Whether you be-
lieve it or not, a lot of our children’s
lives were saved by this outstanding
performance by our law enforcement.

If you support our law enforce-
ment and appreciate the good job
they've done lately, let them know.
Drop them a few lines o say thank
you instead of down grading their
job.

Oh, and Mrs. Bombard, a barbe-
cue sounds nice. Especially 10 cele-

brate the most recent drug round up,
but if I may speak for most of the
officers around here, our social gath-
erings will most definitely exclude
you. But, thanks anyway.
Sinocmly.
arrie Adams,
pmudwnl‘eofolﬁoa BarryL. Adams,
Mt Vemon, KY
P.S. Anyone that lives inside the
city limits should feel lucky that our
officers even show up to work any-
more. Afterall, they could gotosome
of our local fast food places or gas
stations and make more money.

Dear Editor,
‘The Project Graduation Commit-

& Country Chevron, Russell &
Norma Houk, Jeffery T. Burdette,
Mt Vemnon Signal, James & Dee
Ann Miller, Mary Mathis, Lonnie &
Teresa Vanzant, Mt. Vernon Scrap,
Rose's One Stop, Parsons Gas, Wm.
F. Stewart, Steven Connelly, Brod-
head Lidn's Club, R&J Printing, Jenny
Sweet, Napa Auto Parts, David's Tire
Center, Thompson's Mobile Home,
Buzz Carloftis, Brodhead Baptist
Church, Lina Weinewuth, Kevin
Fletcher Signs, J&J Gas Mart, Chuck
Gray, Radio Shack, Debra Lambert,
Margaret Offutt, Roger Renner, Hair
Unlimited, Willis Coffey and Sondra
Mullins.
The Project Graduation
Commitiee

Dear Editor,

Reasons why we, the people, tol-
erale an unfair Justice system in
Rockcastle County.

1) Votersare unaware of the exist-
ing problems and bias with some of
our elected officials.

2) Voters are not aware that there
is an avenue o cormrect these prob-
lems.

3) Voters are frustrated at the
system due 1o that it has been in this
shape for some ume

4) Maybe there is 2
ormotivator tn control of some of our
elected officials.

5)Citizens don’t realize their vote
carries more power than they think.

6) No one running for office that
voters want (o vote for.

7) When is the next election?

Kevin Saylor
Brodhead, KY

Local storyteller featured 4t festival

Local storyteller, Beverly Octa-
via Sexton, was afeatured tellerat the
Pigeon Forge, Tennessce, Story-
telling Festival 18 and 19.
The:Pigeon Forge. of Special
Events hosted a Haunted Trolley

weekend where trolley riders were

treated to a brief stop ata local grave-
yard or deserted bam where the sto-
ryteller boarded the trolley and told

“Haint" stories. Beverly, or “Octa-

via" as the audience knows her, has

also been selected to be included in
the Kentucky Arts Council roster of

Artists in Residence. The A.LR. is

sponsored by the Council and helpsa
school bring an artist such as Octavia
into the classrooms for educational
programs. A residency may last from
two weeks tonine months. Octaviais
already scheduled to do three resi-
dencies in Breathitt County for ele-
mentary and high schools this fall.

Octaviais also listed in the Kentucky

Ants Council Performing Arts Direc-

tory, which offers grants to subsidize
. single performances for a non-profit

organization. Only a few artists are
<iigible to be included in either of the

KAC directories and must meetstrict

artistic and professional guidelines.

Octavia admits that storytelling
comeseasily for her because she grew
uphedring stories from her grandpar-
ents, Isaac and Cleo Bowman and her
mother, Ollic Carter. “Beirg able to
teach about our local culture and
heritage with the stories is an honor,”
says Octavia. “So many people in

Appalachia are ashamed of their

have any roots. We are unique in that
we still live in communities where
Mammaw, Pappaw and other kinfolk
live just down the road. We still have

ilyties and asens¢of being
apart of notonly a family, but of the
land. I can look around the hills and
know that generations of my people
have lived and died on this land. That
is a feeling that you can't describe 10
people, but you can share it through
the images woven through a good
story. I love sharing our heritage with
others, and | am proud to say | am
from Rockeastle County.”

heritage, but we should be proud of
who weare and where we come from. Beverly Sexton
Man; don't ,
i -
In & Around Mt. Vernon
By Vallie Burton

Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Mink of M. DarleneKirby and Ms. Arthie

London visited his sister, Patricia  Kirby were in Lexington on Monday

Holland recently.

Mr. and Mrs. Chafic Zenni and
daughters of Cincinnati, Ohio, vis-
ited her mother, Shirley Burton last
weekend.

Mattie Newton of Somerset,
Danny Petrey of Science Hill, Mrs.
Sheila Zenni and of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio and Shirley Burton
visited Vallie Burton last Sunday
aftemoon.

Mr. and Mrs. Harris Burton were
in London last Thursday.

her
blnhdayFehwyum ‘We wish her
nunyrammof !hy

Petreyand

10 consult Ms. Arthie's doctor.

Mrs. Johnny Eaton III and chlldﬂ:n.
Allen Eaton and Parricia Holland.

Mrs, Dorothy Rideout of Hender-
son visited her mother, Lillian An-
glinlniM.r.mdeobbyAnllin
during the weekend.

MiltRobihson, brother of Ms. Ora
York: has retmed home from the

Vallie Burton vmud David Newton

;meswmugwmm
y.

speedy recovery.
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Rigsby are
lhepmﬂp-usdlhbyboym

The District Wide Spelling Bee was held last Wednesday with RCMS
student Anna Guilfoil the victor. Participants are pictured above, from
left: Guilfoil, MVES student Heather Spires, RES student Jill Owen and
Brodhead student Kim Morrow.

Fairview News

By Mrs. Hubert Chasteen

A happy good moming toall you

WC havc had some beautiful
weather recently and thank God for
it

Worship services were well at
tended at Fairview over the weekend.
Ourfill-in ministers were Bro, Mayn-
ard Head of ML Vemon, Sunday
momning and Bro. John Ramsc
Sunday night. We still are seeking
pastor. We enjoyed the sermons we
heard from the two ministers on
Sunday and thank God for them.

My sister, Ruth Galiff of Berea, is
sull hospitalized in Lexington, but
improving daily. My sister, Myrtle
Wilson has been such a blessing to
Ruth and her husband, Philip. She is
alwaysreadyand willing to help when
evershe is needed or called upon. I'm
s0 thankful both of my sisters live
close, they livedaway for many ycars
“1 love them, dearly.”

Congratulations to Jewell
Davidson on the beautiful poem she
wrote about her brother, Kenny Al-
exander. Andalsotomy sister, Myrtle
Wilson's poem about our mother,
Mrs. Liddie Reppert that was pub-
lished in the Signal recently

Mrs. Ardilla Tinch and daughter,
Becky Wright, of Franklin, Ohio were
guestsof Ardilla’s mother, Mrs. Edith

Mullins a few days last week,

Mr. Bert Croucher of Berea i
improving nicely from an illness of
several wecks. Thank the good Lord,

Tip Reppert visited at the home of
his aunt, Mrs. Edith Mullins on Sat-
urday. Tip is my brother and I'm s
proud of him for his love and concern

* for the sick and shut-ins.

Visiting in our home recently have
been all five of our children Wayne,
Junior, Janet, Joyce and Darlene and
some of their family members

Also my niece and her husband,
Tim and Phyllis Snyder of Niles,
Michigan visited. We always enjoy
company

Guests of Mrs. Hallic Alexander
recently have been Mrs. Lorain Ward
of Fairborn, Ohio, Mrs. Mildred
Phillips. Odessa Himes, Sylvadia
Gabbard and Mrs. Sherry Dooley and
daugher, all of Berea

Mrs. Ellen Johnson and Lois
Stnley of Berea, auended worship
servicesat Fairview on Sunday night
We enjoyed having them

Please attend Sunday School and
church every time you can. And let's
all pray for our loved onesand fricnds
whoare sick. May God bless them to
be well soon. May God bless you all
is my prayer

Rodefer named Kentueky
Colonel & Outstanding Citizen

Once again, we the residents of
Rockcastle County have cause to
rejoice and celebrate. One of ourown
has been commissioned a Kentucky
Colonel and an Outstanding Citizen.
This community's caring and foster-
ing personality has taken a former
rebel and spawned a productive and
responsible citizen.

Mr. Conley Rodefer's life could
atone time be defined as reckless and
without notice for consequences.
However, that life exploded into an
unexpected and unwelcomed adven-
ture.

Mr. Rodefer is quadraplegic
Everyday, hc I':k,cs new challenges,

A voice

heard that voice and lended assis-

tance.

Today, Mr. Rodefer is an integral
part of the population at a local cen;
ter, which he auends. He offers
couragement 10 those less fortunate,
promptsanelderly gentleman, whom
he's befriended, 0 eat lunch and
mediates games so the mentally able
do not “out class” the mentally chal-
lenged. Theseare butafew examples.
Mr. Rodefer has learned and carned
respect. He commands justice and
fairness, not only for himself, but
also for his community. And when
his community's voice may go un-
heard, he ~w4k\ forthright on that
behalf

beckoning lrom awheclchair is mast
often unheard, but through diligence
and determination, fighting angerand
pity; he demanded recognition. Many

Wwe Jpleud Conley's fortitude,
continue 10 wish him much success,
and we are happy (o address our for-
merrebel as Colonel Conley Rodefer.

I3

r!

Conley Roderfer was named a Kentucky Colonel and Outstanding
Citizen.

New e—mz{il adares_s ‘

The Mt. Vemon Signal can now be reached via the Intemet.

 Send us your news, classifieds, changes of address ornny com-

ments to mvsignal@sun-spot.com.
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The Family Room

By Dr. Don Whitchead

Is There Anyone Left to Tell
Jokes About?

Telling jokes must be as old as
talking. The first cave man (or
womampmbubly.sabd 10 his friends,

“Did youhear

already being discriminated against

by society. The jokes imply that all

members of that group share the same

quality, whether it is laziness, greed

or stupidity. Stereotyping is unfair
and

mammoth who.. ’

Jokes have o{lon been made at the
expense of other groups. Somewhere
back in history someone probably
told Roman jokes: “How many
Romans does it take to change a
candle?" And there were almost cer-
tainly Hebrew jokes, told by the
occupants of the Promised Land who
had been ly booted

10 any group.

What aboul occupational jokes?
There are some great stories about
auorneys, preachers, doctors, plumb-
ers, nurses, elc. These are less likely
10 offend than the ethnic jokes, be-
cause occupation is not as personal as
race or waist size. Actually the best
jokes about lawyers come from law-
yers, and the best ones about plumb-

from their homes.

Today there isanew sensitivity to
the rights and feelings of minorities.
Several prominent persons have got-
ten in trouble for telling jokes that
made fun of minority groups. Jokes
t0ld at the expense of others can be
very cruch

“'Did you hear the one about the fat
lady who. Jokes about personal
body characteristics often draw a big
laugh. 1 wonder how overweight
people feel about these. Many cannot
help being overweight, cither because
of genetics, ph;
psychologic:
our tender spol s ji
weight s socasily seen and made fun
of

In the carly 1960's the pastor of
my church told a racist joke from the
pulpit. [ remember distinctly that day
and what he said. It was not a good
thing 10 do, and the very next Sunday
he apologized to the congregation for
doing so. Someone must have had a
talk with him.

Jokes about ethnic and minority
groups arc on very shaky ground
These make fun of groups that are

plumbers. Forinstance,
how many counselors does it take 0
change a light bulb? one, but the bulb
has tgwant to change. (Think about
it)

Jokes about one sex or the other

do not do much for mutual “der-
standing. These seem 10 pick oh the
opposite sex. Therefore even though
I know some PMS jokes (told to me
by my wife), I will not tell them here.

The personal can be painful, and
Jjoking or teasing can be very cruel
The less personal the joke, the more
likely that it will be taken in the spirit
of fun. The best way to insure no hard
feelings is o tell the jokes about
yourself or a group 1o which you
belong. Laughing at yourself or your
group does not offend others (unless
some in your group cannot take a
joke).

Since I am a country music fan, I
can tell one about my group. How
many country music fans does it take?
to change a light bulb? Four: one to
change the bulb, one to write a sad
song about it, and two 1o getin a fight
in the parking lot over it.

See you next week

mmwawmormmmum
Leader-
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