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Mt.Vernon-passes wage,rearnings tax
One half percent will be collected beginning April 1

By: Richard Anderkin

Beginning April Ist if you work
inside the city limits of Mt. Vernon
“you are going to take home alittle bit
less money.

OnMonday night, the Mt. Vernon
City Council finally passed a final

reading of an ordinance which will
tax the wages of the working marfor
woman and the profits of the busi-
nesses operating inside the city.
‘The tax will be one-half percent
of every dollar eamed and will be
paid to the city on a quarterly basis.

After nearly ten weeks of discus-
sions and protests only two people,
besides the council showed up for the
final vote.

Mayor Karen King read a short
summary of the ordinance and asked
for a vote.

Council members Lou Vanhoose,
Clark Mullins and Wayne Bullock
voted in favor and Clarice Kirby and
Jackie Renner voted no.

Betause former councilmember
Daryl Smith resigned from the coun-
cil last month after he moved out of

A Mt. Vernon mafi miraculously escaped serious injury in a two vehicle crash on Interstate 75 Monday afternoon. Jolihathon Eric
Cromer, 20, was treated for several injuries at the Rockcastle Hospital after the wreck, although none of them were life threatening.
Members of the Mt. Vernon Fire Department used the jaws of life to cut the top off Cromer's Oldsmobile so he could be freed from
the wreckage. Police said Cromer's vehicle ran underneath the back of the above delivery truck after traffic became stopped on the
Interstate at the 65 mile marker. An earlier accident near the Madison County-Rockcastle line probably caused the traffic to stop on
the interstate. That wreck involved a tractor-trailer.

Federal Judge denies bond for
Lovells until April 17 trial date

Tendefendants inanalleged drug-
running ring based in Rockcastle
County arc a danger 10 society and
will be held without bail until their
trials, a federal judge ruled Tuesday.

Family members sobbed and ankle
chains clinked as two women and

eral prison. It is unclear where the
other three men, all Cubans residing
in Miami, are.

Investigators who testified at the
detention hearing said the family, led
by Richard Allen Lovell, had used
drug money to buy as much as §2
million worth of cocaine from con-

during the search of a house and sev-
eral traffic stops.

Federal prosecutors maintained
that they had a strong case and the
defendants were dangerous enough
to detain without bail, in part, be-

cause they had allegedly threatened
witnesses. De[manomcyspomwd

elgh( men hobbled outof the lA:xmg
afier U.S

out that the p

Jamcs B. Todd issued Ins ruling.

. Eight of the 10 are connected by
bldod or marriage to the Floyd and
BemieceLovell family of Burr. They
are among lémdlcledoviFebrunryJ
on charges rangmz from selling co-
caine to lnmpomng dmg money

mdxcunm
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1o Kentucky for sale here.

An IRS agent testified that from
1995 10 1998, Richard Lovell and his
wife, Cathlecn, spent at least $680,000
more than they could have eamed
through legal means, since their only
legitimate income was from gam-
bling and payments from Social Se-
curity and welfare.

Several of the defendants sold

yester-
day todetain anil.l’mlbond until
their April 17 trial.

Two others, David and Barbara
Lovell, are already in jail awaiting a
murder trial in Rockcastle County. A
third man, Ronnie Bradley, is in fed-

cocaine (o
according t0.a Kentucky State Plice
investigator. Detective Alan Lewis

+; testified that the transactions were

largely on canﬁdenua.l mfoﬂnam.s‘
and said they shouldn't be taken as
fact.

. Judge Todd noted their concems
buthe alsonoted the lengthy criminal
records of many of the defendants,
and decided they might flee if they
were let loose.

Those indicated last week were:
Richard Allen Lovell, Cathleen
Lovell, Charles Lovell, David Lov-
ell, Barbara Lovell, Wendell Ford
Lovell, Brian Lovell, Darren Stur-
gill, Charles Brock, Teresa Lovell

(Cont. to A9)

thecity limits, only five council mem-
bers have voted on the ordinance.

There are two major differences
in the ordinance now than there were
in November when the council first
passed it.

In November, the council at-
tempted to pass and one and a half
percent tax on just wage eamers.

Then they decided to include the
net profits of the businesses in the
county as well.

At a later meeting, a committee
formed by Mayor King to study the
tax recommended a onc percent Lax
instead of a one and a half percent
tax

And when the city finally got
information from the state that
showed a one percent tax would gen-
erate and estimated $1.2 million an-
nually, the council voted to lower the
rate (0 a half percent.

On the recommendation of
councilmember Clarice Kirby, the
city also exempted the wages of ev-

eryone 65 or older from the tax. The
ordinance also excempts the first
$2,000 of net profits on a business
owned by someone 65 or older”

Mayor King said the city would
begin mailing out forms tobusinesses
as soon as possible, so thaton April I,
they can begin witholding the tax
from employee's wages.

The tax will be paid 1o the city on
a quarterly basis. The net profits lax
will be paid to the city on an annual
basis.

Mayor King said that city clerk
Kaye Rader would be designated as
the tax administrator, but that she
would hire additional clerical help
for the city to handle the extra paper-
work that will be required in the of-
fice.

According 10 the ordinance, the
city will have the authority 1o audit
the books of businesses in the city 10
make sure they are complying with
the tax.

Poll says sexual

activity

on rise

at high school
Student drug use down

By: Richard Anderkin

A recent poll of 687 students at
RWkcastle County High School
shows some very disturbing trends,
butalso suggest that most students at
the school feel safe.

The survey taken last month by
students in every grade level shows
that 49 percent of the student body at
RCHS say they have had sexual in-
tercourse.

That is up five percent from two
years ago when students were given

same survey.

The survey, which is required by
the Kentucky Department of Educa-
tion every two years, was conducted
by the Youth Services Center at the
high school.

Although sexual activity by stu-
dents at the school has
the two year period, drug use has
declined, according to the survey.

In 1998, 54 percent said they had
used drugs and this year's survey
showed that 42 percent had used
drugs, down some 12 percent.

47 percent of the students sur-
veyed said they thought drugs were a
problem at the school, while 53 per-
cent said they were not a problem.

Big names headed to Renfro
Valley for 2000.concert series

Some of the biggest names in
country music are headed to the stage
in historic Renfro Valley in 2000.

'lapcrecoldcdmdﬂ!alpohcefound “I'think it igghe best linc-up we
tensof haveever h
the of the Valley,si

Local KU office to
close on March 24

A fixture in Rockuste Coumy

will further integrate its two uulny
The.e

be gone.
Kcmrxy Utilities is closing its
Mt. Vemnon office on March 24.
Amﬂmgmlloulunplcyee‘
Elecmc

mducmg 250 positions in lhccom
pany’s 5,500 employee work force
over the next several months.

liner concerts,” said Jane Thome

Renfro Vaucy Entertainment’s Chief |

Operating Officer.

Renfro Valley will open for ns
Sist scason on March 3 when the
Jamboree will take place aL 7p.m. on
the old bam stage. The Renfro Valley
Barn Dance will take place on Satur-
day night at 7 p.m., also in the old
bam.

The concert series kicks off on
March Il wuthleAnn Bndleymd
Coon Creek Heart.

imwol‘iuwcfﬁ:esncmssme
state.
Kentucky Utilities has approxi-
% :
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25 the Gospel Talent Show will be
held.
The Lonesome River Band will

County.
'!‘heempbyeemdmno(w

- "While the decision to reduce our
wukfuuhdiﬂbﬂt,uummm

10 .current employees at the Mt.
Vemon office, some who have been

there-for tweaty-one years.
xummmmw
throughout the county.
LG&E Energy (NYSB LGE)
announced measurgs. Tuesday that

EWI'D'

name star 10 arrive in Renfro Valley
‘when

In June, June Carter Cash and
The Living Circle Band, Don Will-
iams, The Inspirations and Brad Pais-
ley.

TthIdJoeCI.n'k Bluegrass Fes-
tival i June29

Only eight perceat of those polied
said they thought weapons at schools
were a problem and 88 percent said
they felt safe at school.

29 percent of those polled said
they did not use any type of birth
control when they did have sex and 13
percent said they had contracted a
sexually transmitted disease.

Seven percent said they had been
Pregnant or caused a pregnancy and
45 percent said they thought teen
pregnancy was a problem at the
school.

25 percent of those having sex
said they had been with four or more
partners, while 41 percent said they
had been with only one person.

62 percent of those polled said
they had used alcohol.

Pills, potand speed were the most
used drugs and of those using drugs
71 percent of them said they had used
drugs on school property.

Only 53 percent of those polled
said they thought officials at RCHS
did enough in drug preventionand 58
percent said they thought that staff at
RCHS was aware of the presence of
drugs.

27 percent of those polled said
they talked to their parents when tfley
had a problem, while 64 percent said
they talked to a friend.

49 percent also said they would
feel comfortable talking to a teacher
at school if there were a problem.

Students atRCHS said drug abuse
counseling and prevention programs

and in July seven.lhqmmesw:ll
(Cont. to A9)

for students at RCHS. Number two

preven-
tion programs, number four employ-
ment and vocational training and
number five was health services or
referral to health services.

Blood drive
March 6th

There are a few of us who would
hesume when glm\ the direct and
vious opportunity to save the life
ohnahuhnmnbun&Wehveull
envuuncd ourselves racing into a
hnldm;lonwvhzhfeofl




