Mt. Vernon Message

For the week of February 17,
20000

Our school Spelling Bee winneris
Heather Spires. She will be compet-
ing in the District Wide Spelling Bee
atCentral Office Jater thismonth. We
are very proud of Heather.

. ._ESSisheldeach Wednesday until
Sprmg Break. This is for grades P3-

On Friday, February 11, Ronald
McDonald came to school to teach
Character Education. There were
interactive skits with the school staff
and students. The program empha-
sized Responsibility, Respect,
Trustworthiness and Fairness.

Family Resource Center is spon-
soring computer classes for The Bank
of Mt Vemon 10 be held on each
Monday in our computer lab. Mi-
chael Roark will be presenting les-
sons on Windows 95, Excel and
Microsoft Word.

There will be no school on Mon-
day, February 21. We will be cele-
brating President’s Day.

Many times parents and children
don’t communicate as often as they
wouldlike to. Parents often ask, “How
can I getmy child to just talk to me?"
Mailbox Magazine published Ten
Ways To Start A Conversation With
Your Child. They are as follows:

(1) On a scak of 1 1o 10, how
would you rate today (with 1 being
terrible and 10 being terrific)? What
made if thal'way?

(2) What was the high point of
your day? What was the low point?

(3) Tell me the good news and the
bad news about school today (or
soccer practice this week, camp this
summer, elc.).

(4) What's a thought or feeling
you had today?

(5) What happened today that you
didn't expect?

(6) I'm wondering what you're
thinking about. Would you like to
talk about it?

(7) Tell me something good that's
happened since the last time we talked.

Mrs. Claudinna C&sh. A.mmca 's Promise guest reader, Wllh Mrs. Clark

and Atkins’ classes.

The Mt. Vernon Signal Thursday, February 17, 2000 Pg. A9

(8) What’ you'vedone
recently that has made you proud?

(9) What's on your mind these
days?

(10) What are you. looking for-
ward to these days?

These certainly sound like good
conversation starters. Why not try
them with your child?

Thought for the week: A good
leader inspires men 1o have confi-
dence in him; a great lcader inspires
them 10 have confidence in them-
selves.

Minds in the Middle

This Wednesday was our school-
wide spelling bee. Each team had
one representative 1o participatc.
Among those competing were
Allison Carter - Enterprisers. Lon
Miller - Voyagers. Anna Guilfoil -
Challengers: Scarlett Frederick -
Shooting Stars; Maggic Phillips -
Comets; and Brittany Offutt - Adven-
turers. The winner will compete in
lhe district spelling bee on February

Qx! Parent-Teacher Conference
Day has been reschedule duc to the
snow days we have had. This will
be held this Thursday night. Febru-
ary 17 from 3:00-6:00 p.m. Tutor-
ing has been cancelled for this day
The third grading period has ended
and report cards will be available in
the team areas at this conference. At
6:00, our Gear-Up program will be

Our seventh graders displayed
their science fair on Friday. The
Shooting Stars have announced their
winners: Bill Burdett. Scotty
Cromer. Jordan Hall. Teddy
Stallsworth. Jackson Bray. Regia
Bullock. Derrick Hensley. Harold
Burdette. Randy Busscll. Mary
Brinson. and Stacy Purcell

Our Annual 6th grade Livingston
Lions Club Tournament is being
held this week at RCMS. 1t will con-
clude on Thursday cvening. Con-
gratulations to all of the 8th grade
cheerleaders. dance team members.
and boys basketball players. They
were recognized Tuesday night.
along with their parents,

We have schcgiu]cd our annual
8th grade Reality Store for March 2
This event gives the students on op-
portunity to spend the day as an adult
with adult (families.

a Parental
meeting.

The county 4-H variety show will
be held at Mt. Vernon Elementary
School on Thursday, March 16 at
6:30 p.m. Students who wish to par-
ticipate must register with the county
extension office by Friday. March 10
by calling 256-2403 Anyone who
is interested in the 4-H sewing project
may pick up information in our
Youth Services office

This Friday our 6th grade will be
having a World's Fair. All parents
are invited to attend and sec the stu-
dents' displays and costumes. This
will be from 12-2:00 p.m.

Congratulations (o the 8th grade
cheerleaders who received the Spirit
Award at the conference tournament.
Also. to the 7thi grade boys team who
placed as runner’s up in this year's
tournament after a two point loss
Thursday night

Congratulations to Mrs. Angie
Hunt's class. They received a pizza
party for having 10 consecutive days
of perfect attendance. Mrs. Burton's
bome room will also be having a
party. They have had five days
orpcrfecl ancndanec
This Friday we will be taking
Spring portraits, Dress your best!

Classitied Deadline
is Noon Tuesday

bills, shopping. etc). We could use
parent volunteers or local businesses
10 help on this day. This is an all
day event, but we would appreciate
any help at all

Remember that Monday is
President’s Day and school will not
be in session. Parents. keep in mind
that we do send home a calendar of
cevents cach month. This is another
great way 1o keep up with what is
going on in your child's school!

Roundstone readers
take Great Leaps

By Deby Baker

As an Americorps member serv-
ing at Roundstone Elementary in
Rockeastle County, I work with two
second grade classes involving liter-
acy ttoring. A total of forty-three
students are aided in their efforts to
become better readers.

In Mrs. Michelle Atkin's class, I
work with seventeen

from the start. Now, if 1 forget o
bring out the rock, they ask for it.
My afternoons arc spent in Mrs
Tonya Clark’s class of second grad-
ers. In this class I work with the
students in various ways relating to
literacy improvement. Sometimes |
call children back to work on restat-
ingquestions from theirreading books

program called Great Leaps rcddmg
The program is designed to help stu-
dents improve their fluency when
reading as well as their word knowl-
edge and comprehension. The read-
ings are done on a one-to-one basis
daily with the child and are timed 10
encourage fluent reading. If a student
achieves the goal set for that day's
reading, he or she receives a “great
leaps™ and charts the progress for
themselvés in a special notebook.
When [ began doing Great Leaps,
1 noticed some of the children dis-
tracted themselves by playing with
their clothing or shoe laces which
caused poor results for the days’
reading. It seemed they needed some-
thing 10 do with their hands. After
some discussion and sarching, |
came up with the “thinking rock.” 4
smooth stone used in planters for
decoration. The student accepted the
ideaand began to show improvement

ina setting. Other days
may be spent listening to a student
read over a story or helping the entire
class master cursive writing.
Recently, | began reading to this
LI.\\\ after lunch. So far, the books

Colonial Times Are Here Again! The intermediate students in Mrs.
Alcom and Mrs. Cash'’s classes have been busy learning about the daily
life and customs of the early colonist. Although they find the activities
the colonist participated in fun they all agreed that it would be quite

difficult to have 10 do all of these things because there was no other way
Above, Brady Lear s concentrating very harg as he weaves a bookmark
he is creating from yam he help to dye naturally from cabbage, beets,
onions and other items.

hort storics from my home
lxbmry which can be read completely
in onc reading. | plan 0 use age
appropriate chapter books later on
For now, the children really seem 1o
enjoy the stories and often ask me (0,
“read it again!™

Each of these classes participate
inthe America’s Promise guest read-
ersprogram. Bi-weekly, arcader from
the community reads to the students
a story related to the unit of study
they are covering in The pro-
gram allows the kids to hear and see
that people of all professions and

backgrounds can and do read, hope-
fully encouraging them 1o do so as
well,

Chism named member of quarter

AirForce Senior Airman Franklin
S. Chism has been named enlisted
member of the quarter. Selection was
based on the individual's exemplary
duty performance, job knowledge,
leadership qualities, significant self-
improvement and other accomplish-
ments.

Chism isasecurity

Systems Center at Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio.

The senior airman is the son of
MarionF. Chism of 4649 Trapp Goff
Comer Road, Winchester.

His wife, Angela, is the daughter
of Raymond Wilcox of Winchester
and Edna Wilcox of Mt. Vernon.

Josh Cromer is busy cros
piece of art along with
Childress.

itching the focal point of his colonial life
rah Day, Steven McKinney and Franzeya

e e .
Some students got into the spirit by dressing in traditional colonial dress. Pic-
tured here is Emily Reddington cross-stitching. Upcoming events are February
215t - President's Day - no school; February 29th - Spring FestivalParent Con-
ferences; March 9th - PTA Preschool performing; March 28th - Spring School
pictures; March 315t - Science Fair Festival; Aprl 17-28 - testing A special thank
you to the Rockgastle Co. Extension Service, Brenda Saylor and Patsy Morgan
lm’d\clwodny program they presentcd for Mr. Bullens' physical education class.

clerk assigned to the Aeronautical

Students participate in $6
million student showcase

Ky Tech- Rockcaste County Arca
Technology Center students, facil-
ity, and staff auended the First An.
nual Ky Tech StudenyEquipment
Showcase at the Farnham Dungeon
Civic Center in Frankfort on Tues-
day, January 11, 2000. Three stu-
dents, Eric Hodge, Stephen Hopkins
and Joc Saylor demonstrated and
displayed student work from Rock-
castle County. Patty Himes, Office
Technology Teacher and Ralph
Baker, Welding Teacheralsoattended
the event and were able to extend
their appreciation to the govemor's
office and members of the General
Assembly, for the support and com-

mitment given 1o technical educa-
tion, The primary focus of the show-
case was 1o let Governor Patton, Lt.
Govemnor Henry, and all Legislators
see the impact the $6 Million dollars
allocated in the 1998 General As-
sembly for new equipment (o techni-
cal education programs had made.
Also joining the students and teach-
ers from Rockcastle County were Mr.
Lee Keene, Administrator, Rock-
castle Hospital/Respiratory Care
Center, Mr. Larry Hammond, Super-
intendent, Rockcastle County Schools
and Donna Hopkins, Principal, KY-
Tech.
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Govemor Paul Patton talks with Welding Teacher Ralph Baker, about cquipment purchased fof the Welding
ngnm and products that are manufactured by the students. Students Eric Hodge and Joe Saylor are in the
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Patty Himes, Office Technology Teacher, ptvv;dedlhemy




